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•In ftruggling with misfortunes

Lies the true proof of virtue. Shakspeare.

I Cold, hunger, prifons, ills without a cure,

All thefe men muft, and guiltlefs, oft endure.

——Permitted laurels grace the lawlefs brow,
Th'unworthy rais'd, the worthy caft below.

Faith flies, and Piety in exile mourns.
And Juftice, here opfrgfs'd, to Heav'n returns. Drydkn,
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ADVERTISEMENT,

THE late great and very extraor-

dinary revolution in America, a re-

volution with its attending circumftances

unparalleled in the annals of hiftory,

having excited the curiofity of all ranks

of people, not only of Great Britain, but

of every nation in Europe, to procure the

moll authentic information concerning

that country, and there being nothing of

the kind hitherto publifhed that gives

any fatisfadory account thereof, is the

caufe of my offering thefe volumes to the

public.

The moft painful talk to me throughout

this work has been to mention the hard-

fliips



ii ADVERTISEMENT.
fhips and feveritie& I have undergone, 2i4

thefe are now at an end, and freely for-*

given ; for although I may have much to

lament, I folemnly declare that I have no

refentments to indulge, no revenge to pur-

fue ; and the few inilances I met with of

kind and generous treatment have af'*

forded me infinite gratification and plea-*

fure to relate.

Far be it from me to wiiii to widen a

breach already too much extended ; but

thofe illiberal and vindidive principles

which hitherto appear to have aduated

the public as welt as private conduct of

the prefent prevailing party in Ame-
rica, feem ill calculated for that conci-

liation which it is certainly ftjll more the

intereft of America than of Great Britain

to effeift and cheriih.

As the fword of war is now returned

to the fcabbard, and the beneficial arts of

pea?:e may be fafely and advantageoufly

cultivated, it would afford infinite fatis-

fadiori



ADVERTISEMENT, iii

fadion and pleafure to every benevolent

mind to fee, between thefe new American

republics, and Great Britain their parent

ftate, a contention in good offices, liberal

condudt, and generofity, and in fhewing

fubftantial proofs on both fides of having

buried in oblivion all their former ani-

mofities and diftrulls. It is evidently

more in the power of the Americans

than of the Britifti nation, to evince this

conciliatory difpofition, by the lenient

condu<ft they may hereafter adopt towards

Britain's former and now forfaken friends,

the American loyaliils, whom peculiar

circumflances may leave or throw into

^heir power.

Why may not this defirable emulation be

excited and adopted? The demon of dif-

cord cannot always influence, nor will the

veil of fadious refentments and party-

fpirit, it is to be hoped, long remain over

the fight and underftanding of even the

moft zealous of the republicans ; they ge-

nerally polTefs intelligent minds, and con-

fequently
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iequcntly muft foon difcover and purfiic

their own intereft, which, beyond all

doubt, is a clofe,efl:abHfhed, and permanent

connection with Great Britain; but it muft

be a connection founded on confidence,

and the- bafis of that confidence muft be

a reciprocal intereft, urbanity, and friend-

Ihip.
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INTRODUCTION.
The Author's Apology, Acknowledgement of Defi-

clences, Reafons that induced him to publijh thefe

Volumes. Similies. Solicits for Indulgence and

Candor, Profejfes Impartiality and Diffidence.

THE author of the following fheets

has no apology or excufe to offer

for their publication, but fincerely good

intentions, to which, however, he may
juftly lay claim ; and an earneft defire ot

communicating, and transfufmg through-

out this the parent ftate of Britifh America, a

more general as well as a more particular

knowledge of that extenfive and extraor-

dinary country, than feems to prevail at

this interefting period, notwithftanding

the great, though lately much to be la-

mented hoftile intercourfe between that

vaft continent and thefe kingdoms.

Vol. I. B He



% INTRODUCTION.
He candidly acknowledges a multitude

of deficiences, originating in want of abi-

lities. They are written without ornament

or elegance, perhaps in fome refpe6ts,not

perfedly accurate, being compofed under

peculiarly difadvantageous circumftances :

-but although the fubjedt, as well as the

matter, be entirely new, yet hehas ftridly

adhered to truth, which has been his in-

variable guide and director.

Having very lately arrived in England

from America, where he had made many

extenfive journies, and fatiguing, pe-

rilous expeditions, prompted by unbound-

ed curiofity, and an infatiable enthufiaf-

tic defire of knowledge, during a refidence

in that country for a confiderable length

of time, in which he had become per-

fedly reconciled and habituated to the

manners, cuftoms, difpofitions, and fenti-

ments of the inhabitants, he eagerly

fought out, and purfued with a degree

of avidity rarely felt, every treatife and

publication relative to America, from the

lirfl difcovery by the immortal Columbus,

down
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down to Carver's late Travels therein, and

even the Penfilvania Farmer's Letters, by

Mr. HeClor St. John (if indeed fuch a

perfon ever exifted); but always had the

extreme mortification to meet with difap-

pointment in his expedtations, every one

grafping at, and enlarghig on the greater

objeds, and not a fmgle author defcend-

ing to the minutise, which compofe as

well the true perfpedlive, as the real grand

intercourfe and commerce of life.

Actuated by thefe motives, he was in-

duced to hazard this undertaking, wifhing

to fupply that neceilary fhare of inferior

knowledge, which to him appeared to

be wanting in Great Britain, the original

feat of empire, from the deficlences al-

ready pointed out.

For a defcription of the formation of

a fnigle brick, of a vaft multitude of

which, artfully arranged, prodigious build-

ings and elegant palaces are con ft ru£ted,

to a perfon entirely unacquainted with fuch

a thing, is as neceflary, beneficial, and

fometlmes equally agreeable as the defcrip-

lion of the edifice itfelf.

B a And
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And the particular mode in forming

the compofition for making the fined

china is more fought after, and certainly

of no lefs value, than the moft elegant,

rich, and expenfive fet of porcelain of the

befl Drefden manufacture.

In one refpedt he folicits the indulgence

of the public. As feveral matters related

in the courfe of the following pages are

perfectly novel, uncommon, and ftrange

to an European reader, efpecially to a Bri- ,

ton, w^ho may thereby be induced to de-

cide againft the veracity and probability

of the whole, from the apparent incredi-

bility, to him, of fuch fmgular pheno-

jnena, and in his opinion, marvellous,

furprifmg relations ; on thefe occafions,

he entreats the man of candour only to

fufpend his cenfure and judgment, in fuch

inftances, either until he meets with fome

intelligent perfon in whom he can con-

fide, and on whofe decifion he may re-

ly, who has made a confiderable refi-

denge in, and progrefs through that

extpordinary country j or until he com-

municates



INTRODUCTION. 5

municates his doubts and difficulties

through the channel of the public, and

ballances in his mind the weight of the

explanation and defence he may obferve

in reply, fupported by fuch authority as

may be adduced.

For however fingular, wonderful, and

aftonilhing fome things herein may ap-

pear, yet the author folcmnly declares

he has been guided Iblely by nature

and truth, which, during the courfe of

his life, as well as in this relation, he

has always endeavored to purfue, and to

pay implicit obedience to their ^'enerable

didates.

On this principle alone he has at-

tempted to folve every difficulty that oc-

curred to him in his travels ; and fuch

uncommon appearances, and ftrange phe-

nomena, as to fome have feemed not to

be eafily accounted for, he has always

found more reconcilable to, and confif-

tent with, the plain and fimple chain of

events, regularly proceeding from na-

tural caufes, than the imaginary fplendid

B 3 embel-
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cmbellKhmeats of ficlion, however inge-

nious and elegant.

Should thefe Volumes be favorably re-

ceived, and deemed to merit the notice

and approbation of the public, he means

to proceed with a brief account of the

late war, in regular progreffion, from its

copimencement down to the prefent pe-

riod. If otherwife, he conceives the pub-

lication of two volumes void of defert, is

a fufficient obtrufion on the public, to

•whom, as well as to himfelf, it will be

moft agreeable, and more difcreet, to can-

cel or fupprefs the remainder.

However, he trufts that a proper dif-

tindion will be made between his capa-

city and his good intentions, flattering

himfelf, that what is wanting in the for-

mer may be fupplied by the latter ; and

will endeavour to atone for his defi-

ciences in abilities, by the flri^teft can-

dour and impartiality.

On thefe grounds, therefore, he reds

his expectations, and awaits the decifion.

A
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CHAP. I.

Firjl Appearance of Land. Capes of Virginia. Che'

fapeak-Bay. Hampton-Roads. Mufkeiocs. Norfolk,

James-River, James-Town. Plantations. JVil"

liamjburg.

WE came in fight of land, on the

fourth day of Auguft, in the fore-

noon, in a fine day, with a clear ferene

fky. It appeared at a diftance like the

tops of the trees juft emerging above the

horizoHi on the furface of the water ; and

B 4 as
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as the fhip approached arofe higher, but

only the height of the pines, with which

all the land on the fea board is covered

;

for the whole coaft is very low, and found-

ings are found at a great diflance from

the fhore, which gradually decreafe as

you advance nearer the land.

This regular decreafe of the foundings,

and the change of colour in the water,

are the only prefervatives of fhips, in the

night and hazy weather, from running

on this dangerous, {hallow, flat coaft,

without perceiving it until too late ; for

there is no light-houfe near the Capes of

Virginia : a moil laudable intention of

ereding one on Cape Charles having been

fruftrated oy a difagreement between the

affemblies or parliaments of Virginia and

Maryland, at whofe joint expence it was

to have been built and fupported ; and

by the commencement of the late inaufpi-

cious hoftillties in America,

We foon failed within the Capes of

Virginia, Cape Henry and Cape Charles,

which lad is an ifland named Smith's.

We
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We paft Lynhaven Bay on our left, and

the opening of the Chefapeak on the right,

and in the evening anchored in Hamp-
ton Road, which appears to be very fafe.

The diftance between the Capes is a-

bout twelve miles, but the vaft bay of

Chefapeak widens after you enter, until

it becomes about thirty miles over, near

thirty-five Englifli leagues within land ;

then the breadth decreafes from thence to

the head of it, and is generally from fifr-

teen to five miles, which is the breadth

of it at its extremity, where the Elk and

the mighty river Sufquahannah fall into

it, at about three hundred miles diftance

from the fea, through the whole of which

vafl extent the tide ebbs and flows.

The night being calm we were affaulted

by great numbers of mufketoes, a very

noxious fly, which feems to be of the

fpecies of gnats, but larger and more

poifonous, leaving a hard tumor wherever

they bite, with an intolerable and pain-

ful itching ; they penetrate the fkin, fill

themfelves with blood, and make their

principal
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principal attacks in the night, accompa-

nied by a fmali, fhrill, difagreeable note,

the very found of which efFedually pre-

vents you from fleep, after you have been

once bit.

On the day following, the captain of

the fhip, Mr. R sr—, and I went up

Elizabeth River, in the yaul, to Norfolk,

about twenty miles, where we dined

very agreeably, and returned that even-

ing to the ihip in Hampton Road, fo

that I had not at this time an opportu-

nity of feeing much of the town. How-
ever, it appears to be charmingly fituated

at the forks of a very pleafant river, the

Elizabeth, on the north-eaft fide, Mr.

Sprowle's little village of Gofport being

on the fouth, and the pretty town of

Portfmouth on the fouth-weft fide, over

againft Norfolk, at the diftance of about

eight hundred yards, which is the breadth

of the river there ; with fufficient depth

of water for a fhip of the line.

Norfolk is a corporation, vvith a mayor,

aldermen, &c. in a flourifliing (late of

7 im-
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improvement, and increafing dally ; it

contains about feven thoufand inhabitants,

of all colours and denominations, of

which perhaps more than two thoufand

are whites. But it was by no means in

fuch a ftate of increafe and improvement

as the more inland towns, at or near the

falls of the great rivers ; thefe being the

chief emporiums of trade and commerce

for the large, populous, and extenfive

back country, weft and fouth of them ;

and, having alfo all the advantages of

navigation, intercept the inland trade

from Norfolk, which renders it, though

flouriftiing, yet only fo in an inferior

degree.

[Soon after the commencement of the

late unhappy and ill-fated hoftilities in

America, the beautiful town of Norfolk

fell a facrifice to the miftaken fury and

devaftations of civil war ; in an unfortu-

nate meafure of the Britilh governor of

Virginia, rendered excufable however,

and even very juftifiable, by thecircum-

ftances
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fiances attending it; and the more im-

prudent, criminal, and even vindldtive,

favage depredations of a back-wood's mob
of American foldlery, who feemed then to

carry their unjuft, barbarous, and ill-

grounded refentments againft all the low-

country and fea-coaft; having propofed

even to fpread defolation throughout the

whole, merely becaufe it was within reach

and command of the Britifh navy ; and

becaufe the principles and conduit of the

inhabitants were more temperate and li-

beral than theirs.

The American foldiery, chiefly then

back-woods riflemen, taking every op-

portunity of firing from under the cover

of the houfes and wharfs, upon the Britifh

troops, and loyallfts who had been com-

pelled to feek refuge on board the fliip-

ping then in the river, by this means

picking off a few individuals every day,

in this fneaking, cowardly manner ; a

meffage was fent them by his majefl:y's

governor, the earl of Dunmore, who w^as

then on board the fleet, requefting them

to
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to defift from fuch unjuftifiable pradices,

otherwife he fhould be compelled to fiie

upon the town, perhaps to its dellrudion,

though very reludantly ; but they per-

fifting in their defpicable unmilitary of-

fences, he fent them orders to remove all

the women and children out of the place

by a limited time, when a cannonade would

certainly be commenced upon the town

;

and the (hips of war were drawn near, and

prepared for that purpofe. This being

l^ accordingly executed, and the enemy

galling the troops from the warehoufes on

the wharfs, thefe were obliged to be fet on

fire to diflodge them, which v\ras thus com-

pletely effected ; but it was univerfally no-

ticed, and particularly obferved by every

perfon, that almofl at the fam.e inflant the

flames broke out likewife in the back part

of the town, farthefb from the fhipping; for

the rebels had alfo fet fire to it, in many dif-

ferent places themfelves, by order of the

provincial congrefs of Virginia, by which

means the conflagration foon became gene-

ra) and tremendous, and in a fliort time en-

tirely
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tirely deftroyed, and confumed to afhes this

fine town, the firft in Virginia in magni-

tude, opulence, and navigation.

The Americans not only burnt Nor-

folk, but the village of Gofport, and a

great part of the beautiful little town of

Portfmouth alfo, fince that time ; and,

by an ad: of their legiflature, granted a

compenfation in money to fuch per-

fons as were well afFeded to their caufe,

for the value of their property thus de-

ftroyed.]

On the fixth, the fhip weighed an-

chor, and proceeded up James River. As

the weather was extremely hot, I preferred

going up in her to a journey by land

;

which, from Norfolk to Richmond, at the

falls of James River, is about an hundred

and thirty miles.

After paffing a great number of moft

charming fituations on each fide of this

beautiful river, we came to anchor before

James Town, now a paltry place, not

by any means deferving even the name of

a vil-
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a village, although once the metropolis of

Virginia, and ftill pofTeffing feveral pri-

vileges in confequence thereof, one of

w^hich is fending a member to the afTem-

bly, or parliament ; who is now Cham-

pion Traverfe, efq. the proprietor of the

whole town, and almofl all the land ad-

jacent, and I believe there are no more

voters than himfelf.

On the feventh, Mr. R and I,

having been furnifhed with horfes by Mr.

Traverfe, made an excurfion to Williamf-

^burg, which is but a few miles ciiftant

;

perhaps eight or ten.

The roads are excellent, the face of the

country is level, the foil rather fandy,

but the whole land appears to be one con-

tinued immenfe foreft, interfperfed with

openings where the trees have been cut

down, and the ground is cultivated, of

larger or lefs dimenfions : thefe are called

plantations, and are generally from one

to four or five miles diftant from each

other, having a dwelling-houfe in the

middle, with kitchens and out-houfes all

detached
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detached ; at fome little diftance there

are always large peach and apple orchards,

&C.J and fcattered over the plantations arc

the tobacco houfes, large wooden edi-

fices, for the cure of that grand flaple

produce.

We dined very agreeably at the Raleigh

tavern, where we had exceeding good

Madeira, and afterwards walked out

to view the town, which is now the

feat of government, and metropolis of

Virginia.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

PFilliamJburg, Races. Breed of Running-Horfes*

ILLIAMSBURG is an inland

town on the higheft land about

the middle between the rivers of York, on

the north, and James, on the fouth, at

the diftance of feven miles from thd

neareft , and is healthy for the climate.

There is one handfome ftreet in it, juft

a mile in length, where the view is ter-

minated by a commanding object each

way ; the Capitol, an elegant public build-

ing, in which the aflembly, or fenate, and

courts of judicature are held, at one end

of the ftreet ; and the college of William

and Mary, an old monaftic ftrucfture, at

the other end. About the middle be-

tween them, on the north fide, a little

diftance retired from the ftreet, ftands the

palace, the refidence of the governor j

Vol, I, C a large
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a large, commodious, and handfomc

building.

[Since the commencement of the late

hoftilities in America, when the feat of

war was in Virginia, about the time of,

or foon after lord Cornwallis's furrender

at York Town, the Americans converted

the palace at Williamfburg into barracks

for the accommodation of their troops;

who, being by no means remarkable for

cleannefs or care, by fome accident fet it

on fire, by which it was entirely de-

ftroyed ; thus occafioned, as many ima-

gine, by their neglect. It has alfo been

alledged, that fome loyalifts, provoked at

feeing it converted to fuch vile purpofes,

fo very different from the original inten-

tion of the flru£ture ; and incenfed in the

higheft degree at beholding the houfe of

the reprefentative of their fovereign thus

polluted by the naftlnefs, filth, and de-

predations of the American foldiery, pri-

vately fet fire to it in the night : and they

are
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are not few who believe that to this lafl

caufe it owed its ruin.]

All the public edifices are built of brick,

but the generality of the houfes are of

wood, chiefly painted white, and are every

one detached from each other; which, with

the ftreet deep with fand, (not being

paved) makes a fmgular appearance to an

European ; and is very difagreeable to

walk in, efpecially in fummer, w^hen the

rays of the fun are intenfely hot, and not

a little increafed by the refledion of the

white fand, wherein every ftep is almofl

above the fhoe, and where there is no

fhade or fhelter to walk under, unlefs you

carry an umbrella.

There is a whimfical circumftance attends

Williamfburg ; which is, a part of the

town (that has been added to it fince it

w^as firft built) having the ftreets laid out

in the form of a W.
Williamfburg is alfo the county-town

of James-city county; where the courts

of common pleas are held monthly, as

C 2 they
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they are alfo in every county in the co-

lony J which amount to fixty-eight in

number. The quarter feflions are alfo

held quarterly in each county. Befides

thefe, there are two courts of oyer and

terminer held annually at Williamfburg ;

and likewife two general courts in April

and October, which receive and deter-

mine appeals from every county, and all

the inferior courts, as well as try original

caufes for fums above twenty pounds.

Thefe, as alfo the courts of chancery,

courts of admiralty, and affemblies or

parliaments, befides the college, occafion

a great refort and concourfe of people to

Williamfburg ; and are indeed the chief,

if not the whole, fupport of the place

:

for her fhare of commerce is very incon-

fiderable, and fhe does not poflefs a (ingle

manufa(5ture.

There are races at Williamfburg twice

a year ; that is, every fpring and fall, or

autumn. Adjoining to the town is a

very excellent courfe, for either two, three

or four mile heats. Their purfes are ge-

neraIl/>
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gerally raifed by fubfcriptlon, and are

gained by the horfe that wins two four-

mile heats out of three ; they amount to

an hundred pounds each for the firft day's

running, and fifty pounds each every day

after ; the races commonly continuing

for a week. There are alfo matches and

fweepftakes very often, for confiderable

fums. Befides thefe at Willfamfburg,

there are races eftablifhed annually, al-

moft at every town and confiderable place

in Virginia ; and frequent matches, on

which large fums of money depend ; the

inhabitants, almoft to a man, being quite

devoted to the diverfion of horfe-racing.

Very capital horfes are ftarted here,

fuch as would make no defpicable figure

at Newmarket; nor is their fpeed, bot-

tom, or blood inferior to their appearance ;

the gentlemen of Virginia fparing no

pains, trouble, or expence in importing

the beft ftock, and improving the excellence

of the breed by proper ajid judicious

crofling.

C 3 Indeed
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Indeed nothing can be more elegant

and beautiful than the horfes bred here,

either for the turf, the field, the road,

or the coach ; and they have always fine

long, full, flowing tails ; but their car-

riage horfes feldom are polfeffed of that

weight and power, which diftinguifh thofe

of the fame kind in England.

Their ftock is from old Cade, old Crab,

old Partner, Regulus,Babraham,Bofphorus,

Devonfliire Childers, the CuUen Arabian,

the Cumberland Arabian, &c. in England;

and a horfe from Arabia, named the Bell-

fize, which was imported into America,

and is now in exiftence.

In the fouthern part of the colony, and

in North Carolina, they are much attached

to quarter-racing, which is always a match

between two horfes, to run one quar-

ter of a mile ftreight out ; being

merely an excurfion of fpeed ; and they

have a breed that perform it with aftonifh-

ing velocity, beating every other, for that

diftance, with great eafe ; but they have

no bottom. However, I am confident

that
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that there is not a horfe in England, nor

perhaps the whole world, that can excel

them in rapid fpeed : and thefe likewife

make excellent faddle horfes for the road.

The Virginians, of all ranks and deno-

minations, are exceffively fond of horfes,

and efpecially thofe of the race breed. The

gentlemen of fortune expend great fum$

on their finds, generally keeping hand^

fome carriages, and feveral elegant fets of

horfes, as well as others for the race and

road : even the moft indigent perfon has

his faddle- horfe, which he rides to every

place, and on every occafion ; for in this

country nobody walks on foot the fmalleffc

diftance, except when hunting : indeed a

man will frequently go five miles to catch

a horfe, to ride only one mile upon after-

wards. In fhort, their horfes are their

pleafure, and their pride.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

Xbe different beautiful Situations^ and Gcntlemens

Seats, on James River.

IN the evening, Mr. R and I

were unfortunately feparated, occa-

lioned by a very ridiculous and fmgular

accident ; the efFedt of which had like to

have been tragical enough to him. Juft

when we were ready to return to the

(liip, by fome miftake, wrong horfes were

brought to the door ; and not obferving

it, we mounted them : thefe horfes being

very fpirited, and Mr. R , having

bid adieu to the gentlemen with whom,

we dined, fuddenly clapped both his fpurs

in his horfe's fides, inadvertently, with

great force; the horfe inftantly reared up,

and fprung forwards, leaving poor R—

—

upon the ground, at the door, flat on his

back, with his fkuU almoft frad:ured.

By this means the miftake in the change

of our horfes was difcovered and re6lihed

;

but Mr. R '. was fo much hurt, that

he
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be was obliged to be blooded, and carried

into the Raleigh again, v^^here I left him ;

and was thereby reduced to the necefiity

of returning alone to the fliip.

On the ninth of Auguft the fliip got

under weigh, and proceeded up the river,

paffing the delightful fituatlons of Sandy-

Point, Cabin-Point, Brandon, Flow^er de

Hundred, Maycox, &c. on the fouth

fide ; and Swine- Yards, belonging to Mr.

Cole, Colonel Byrd's beatuifulfeatof Weft-

over, Colonel Harrifon's of Barclay, &c.

on the north fide : we anchored oppofite

to City- Point, at the confluence of the

Appamatox River and the James, and

about an hundred and thirty miles within

land, from the capes of Virginia.

Here the fecond mate was carried on

ihore to the houfe of a Mrs. Brown, hav-

ing been for a confiderable time languilli-

ing, and in great pain, occafioned by a

violent contufion he received by a fall on

the deck from the main-yard-arm, reef-

ing the main-fail in a gale of wind ; and

foon after he ended his days there.

As
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As the fhip was not to go much far-

ther up, and was to receive great part of

her cargo at this place, I hired a boat and

four negroes, for one dollar and a half

per day (about fix fhillings and nine-

pence fterling) ; and on the tenth I left

the fhip moored, and proceeded up the

river in the boat
;
propofmg to land at

every place whofe beauty of perfpedive,

or fmgular appearance of any kind, might

ftrike the attention, or excite my curiofity.

I had almoft omitted to mention an un-

fortunate accident that happened at this

place, before I left the fliip. A young

failor, having killed and cut up a fine

large flurgeon, that had leaped out of the

water and fallen into the boat, along fide

of the fhip, which happens frequently

here j bringing in the lafl piece himfelf,

in his hand, his foot flipped off the gun-

wale of the boat, between which and the

fhip he fell into the river, and was never

feen or heard of more.

The principal fituations that com-

manded my notice and admiration, were

Shirley
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Shirley Hundred, a feat of Charles Car-

ter, efq. at prefent in occupation of Mr.

Bowler Cock : this is indeed a charming

place j the buildings are of brick, large,

convenient, and expenfive, but now fall-

ing to decay; they were ereded at a great

charge, by Mr. Carter's father, who was

fecretary of the colony, and this was his

favourite feat of refidence. The prefent

proprietor has a moft opulent fortune,

and pofiefles fuch a variety of feats, in

fituations fo exceedingly delightful, that

he overlooks this fweet one of Shirley,

and fuffers it to fall to ruin, although the

buildings muft have coft an immenfe

fum in conftruding ; and would certainly

be expenfive to keep in repair, which ex-

pence, however, muft be greatly increafed

by this negled. --

Varina, the feat of Ryland Randolph,

efq. a moft lovely and delightful fpot

:

an elegant building, but unfinifhed, oc-

cafioned by the owner's verfatility of

tafte, and perpetual alterations.

Chat-

7
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Chatfworth, the feat of William Ran-

dolph, efq. whofe father was furveyor-

general of the fouthern diflrid: of North-

America, &c, is a very good houfe, with

aa agreeable perfpedtive

.

A Mr. Mayho's ; a very pretty place

alfo. All on the north lide of the

James.

On the fouth fide are the beautiful

little towns of Bermuda Hundred, Of-

born's, and Warv/iek : and a feat be-

longing to a Mr. Gary, a lovely fituation,

who has alfo erected fome extremely va-

luable mills, iron-works, &c. of equal

emolument and importance to himfelf

and the community. They are fituated

near the town of Warwick, about five

miles below Richmond, and the falls of

James-River.

[Thefe valuable mills and iron works

have been fet fire to, and entirely de-

ftroyed, during the late unhappy war,

m 1781, in an expedition under the

com-
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command of Brigadier General Ar-

nold.]

I flept on board the boat ; and on the

eleventh, in the forenoon, landed at the

town of Shokoes, at the falls of James-

River, and immediately difcharged the

boat.

I then waited on Mr. ————, a mer-

chant, at that place, on whom I had been

been furnifhed with letters of credit, &c.

He was at home, and received me with

kindnefs, attention, and friendiiiip. He
offered me apartments in his houfe,

which I accepted, and he feemed fludious

to ferve and amufe me.

CHAP.
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C H A P. IV.

Richmond. Falls of James-River^ &c.

AT this place the whole appearance

of the country undergoes a total

change. From the fea to the falls, about

one hundred and fifty-five miles, there is

not a hill to be feen ; fcarcely an emi-

nence, being one continued flat level,

without even a fingle flone to be found ;

nothing but fand and Ihells on the fhores,

and the land confifts of loam, fand, and

clay, but univerfally covered with woods.

Here a ledge of rocks interrupts the

whole flream of the river, for the length

of feven miles ; during the courfe of

v^^hich, that vaft current of water rufhes

down, raging with impetuofity, tumb-

ling and dafhing from rock to rock, with

an aflonifliing roar, that is heard for many

miles diftance. The land fuddenly fwells

into hills of a great height, and abounds

with
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with prodigious rocks, and large ftones,

as well as trees.

On the fummits of thofe hills, mofi: of

which over-look, and many of them

over-hang the falling torrent of the James,

handfome houfes are built, which com-

mand a wild, grand, and mod elegant

perfpedtive.

The James, here, is about half a mile

wide ; the tide flows up to the very rocks

of the falls, which continue to interrupt

the current for the length of feven miles

above. There are feveral iflands in the

river among the falls, which are chiefly

covered with wood and rocks j but are

of fmall extent : the tide reaches the

lower end of one of thefe iflands, which

is fervifeable in checking the violence of

the torrent of the water in the falls, and

thereby favours the paflage of the ferry

boats below.

There are three towns at this place-

Richmond, the largeft, is below the falls,

and is feparated only by a creek, named

Shokoes, from the town ofShokoes, which

joins
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joins the lower end of the falls ; thefe

are both on the north lide of the river

:

on the fouth fide ftands the town of

Chefterfield, befl: known by the name of

Rocky- Ridge, from its fituation.

VefTels of fmall burthen come up to

the rocks of the falls, and large fhips

come within two miles of them to load.

At James town, the river is between two

and three miles wide; and juft above it

is always frefh water : the breadth de-

creafes gradually to the falls.

During my refidence at Richmond, I

made feveral little excurfions around in

the adjacent country, on vifits to feveral

gentlemen, who honoured me with

invitations. Among thofe, from whom I

received particular attention and civilities,

were Thomas Mann Randolph, of Tucka-

hoe, efq. R. Good, of Chefterfield, efq.

Mr. Gary, &c.

I alfo rode as far as Weftham, a

fmall town on the James, feven miles

above Richmond, juft where the falls

commence. Tobacco, the grand ftaple

of
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of Virginia, is navigated down tlie river

from the back country toWeftham, inhogf-

heads of a thoufand weight each, ready for

exportation, every hogfliead upon two ca-

noes laflied together ; then it is brought

by land-carriage to Shokoes, or Rich-

mond, as the falls totally intercept and

preclude all communication by water for

their continuance of feven miles.

In floods, an immenfe body of water

comes down the James, which fwells to a

great height and aftonifhing widenefs,

overflowing all the low ground for many
miles ; but at the falls, where the mouri-

tains arife abruptly on each fide, and con-

fine the river within more narrow bounds,

the noife, violence, and impetuofity of the

torrent, is not to be defcribed. It is dread-

fully tremenduous and awful.

It feems that once, when the river was

in fuch a ftate, a man, who was bringing

down his tobacco to market, inilead of

landing at Weftham, being quite intoxi-

cated with Ipirituous liquor, was carried

down the torrent j and, amazing to think

Vol. L D on i
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on ! arrived fafe at Shokoes warehoufe-

•wharf below, with his tobacco ; having

been brought to the Ihore, after he had

got over all the falls, by boats fent out

from thence to his afliftance, by thofe,

who with aflonilhment and horror, ob-

ferved him in his dreadful rapid defcent

and paflage over them. When he was

brought to the fliore, he was ftill in a

ftate of infenfibility and ftupefadion, oc-

cafioned by inebriation and terror.

This is indeed one of the moft extra-

ordinary accidents that has occurred, or

perhaps was ever heard of; but I have

no reafon to doubt the fa£t, as it was re-

lated to me, and vouched for, by feveral

perfons of credit and veracity, who were

ey^-witnefTes of this fingular event.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

Inhahttants. Climate. Sky. 'Thunder and Llghimhgi

Face of the Country. Bullfrogs. Strange and tre-

mendous Sounds. Inchantment. Negroes,

TH E cuftoms and manner of living

of mofl of the white inhabitants

here, I muft confefs, did not a little fur-

prife me ; being inadive, languid, and

enervating to the lafl degree.

Indeed the whole appearance of the

country, and face of nature, is ftrikingly

novel and charming to an European, ef-

pecially to a Briton.

The air, the fky, the water, the land,

and the inhabitants, being two- thirds

blacks, are objeds entirely different from

all that he had been accuftomed to fee be-

fore. The fky clear and ferene, very

feldom over-caft, or any haze to be ob^

ferved in the atmofphere i the rains falN

ing in torrents, and the clouds immedi-

ately difperfing. Frequent dreadful thun-

D 2 deJf
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der in loud contending peals ; thunder

gufts happening often daily, and always

within every two or three days, at this

feafon of the year. Erufcations and flafhes

of lightning, conflantly fucceeding each

other, in quick and rapid traufitions.

The air dry, and intenfely hot in the

fummer, cold and piercing in the winter,

and always keen arid penetrating. During

the night, thoufands of lights, like bright

burning candles^ being large winged infects,

called fire-flies, gliding through the air

in every direction ; frequently vanifhing,

and perpetually fucceeded by new ones.

The rivers, large expances of water, of

enormous extent, and fpreading under the

eye as far as it can comprize ; nature here

being on fach a icale, that what are called

great rivers in Europe, are here confi-

dered only as inconfiderable creeks or

rivulets. The land, an immenfe foreft,

extended on a fiat plain, almoft with-

out bounds ; or arifing into abrupt

afcents, and at length fwelling into ftu-

pendous mountains, interfperfed with

rocks
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rocks and precipices, yet covered with

venerable trees, hoary with age, and torn

with tempefts. The mountains fuddenly

broken through, and fevered by mighty

rivers, raging in torrents at the bottom o£

the tremendous chafm, or gliding in

awful majeftic filence along the deep val-

lies between them. The agriculture on

the plantations is different from every

thing in Europe ; being either tobacco,

three feet high, with the plants a yard

apart ; or Indian corn, at the diftance of

fix feet between each ftalk, in regular

ftreight rows, or avenues,frequently twelve

or fifteen feet in height.

While the mind is filled with aftonifh-

ment, and novel objects, all the fenfes are

gratified.

The flowery ihrubs which over-fpread

the land, regale the fmell with odori-

ferous perfumes : and fruits of cxquifite

relifh and flavour, delight the tafte, and

aff'ord a moft grateful refrefhment.

The prodigious multitude of green

frogs, reptiles, and large infers, on the

D 3 Irees,
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trees, as well as the bull-frogs in the

fwarnps, ponds, and places of water, dur-

ing the fpring, fummer, and fall, make

an inceflant noife and clamour ; the bull-

frogs, in particular, emitting a moft tre-

mendous roar, louder than the bellow-

ing of a bull, from the fimilarity of

whofe voice they obtained their name

;

but their note is harfh, fonorous, and ab-

rupt, frequently appearing to pronounce

articulate founds, in ftriking refemblance

to the following words, Hogfiead tobacco^

Knee deep. Ancle deep. Deeper and deeper,

Pia?ikita?2k, and many others ; but all

equally grating and diflbnant. They fur-

prife a man exceedingly, as he will hear

their hoarfe, loud, bellowing clamor juft

by him, and fometimes all around him,

yet he cannot difcover from whence it

proceeds; they being all covered in water,

and juft raifmg their mouth only a little

above the furface when they roar out,

then inftantly draw it under again. They

afs of the fize of a man's foot.

Nor
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Nor can you perceive the animals

from whence the founds in the trees pro-

ceed, they being moft efFedually hid

among the leaves and branches. So that

at firfl: this abfolutely appears to be a

country of enchantments.

As I obferved before, at leaft two-

thirds of the inhabitants are negroes,

whofe difference of features and colour,

and rank ofFenfive fmell, are extremely

difagreeable and difguftful to Europeans :

but, poor creatures ! they are all humi-

lity and fubmiffion ; and it is the greateft

pleafure of their lives, when they caa

pleafe the whites.

You cannot underftand all of them, as

great numbers, being Africans, are inca-

pable of acquiring our language, and at

bell but very imperfedly, if at all

;

many of the others alfo fpeak a mixed

dialed between the Guinea and Englifh.

It is fortunate for humanity, that

thefe poor creatures polfefs fuch a fund

of contentment and refignation in their

D 4 minds -,
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minds ; for they indeed feem to be the

happieft inhabitants in America, not-

withftanding the hardnefs of their fare,

the feverity of their labour, and the un-

kindnefs, ignominy, and ofteu barbarity

of their treatment,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

JUanner of Life of each Rank of the Inhabitants^

TO give an idea of the manner in

which a white man fpends his

time in this country, a defcription is ne-

cefTary of each degree in Hfe.

The gentleman of fortune rifes about

nine o'clock; he perhaps may make an

excurfion to walk as far as his ftables to

fee his horfes, which is feldom more than

fifty yards from his houfe ; he returns to

breakfaft, between nine and ten, which

is generally tea or coffee, bread and

butter, and very thin flices of venifon-

ham, or hung beef. He then lies down

on a pallat, on the floor, in the cooleft

^-oom in the houfe, in his (hirt and trou-

fers only, with a negro at his head, and

another at his feet, to fan him, and keep

off the flies ; between twelve and one he

takes a draught of bombo, or toddy,

^ liquor compofed of water, fugar, jum,

and
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and nutmeg, which is made weak, and

kept cool : he dines between two and

three, and at every table, whatever elfe

there may be, a ham and greens or

cabbage, is always a Handing difh; at

dinner he drinks cyder, toddy, punch,

port, claret, and madeira, which is gene-

rally excellent here : having drank fome

few glafTes of wine after dinner, he re-

turns to his pallat, with his two blacks

to fan him, and continues to drink toddy,

or fangaree, all the afternoon : he does

not always drink tea; between nine and

t^n in the evening, he eats a light fupper

of milk and fruit, or wine, fugar, and

friiit, &c. and almoft immediately retires

to bed, for the night ; in which, if it

be not furnlfhed with mufketoe curtains,

he is generally io molefted with the heat,

and harrafled and tormented with thofe

pernicious infeds the mufketoes, that

he receives very little refrefhment from

deep.

This is his general way of living in

his family, when he has no company.

Nq
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No doubt many differ from it, fome in

one refpedt, fome in another ;- but more

/^ollow it than do not.

The lower, and many of the middling

claffes, live very differently. A man in

this line rifes in the morning about fix

o'clock ; he then diinks a julap, made

of rum, water, and fugar, but v^ry

ftrong ; then he walks, or more gene-

rally rides, round his plantation, views

all his ffock, and all his crop, breakfails

about ten o'clock, on cold turkey, cold

meat, fried homminy, toaft and cyder,

ham, bread and butter, tea, coffee, or

chocolate, which laft, however, is feldom

tailed but by the women ; the reft of the

day he fpends much in the fame manner

before defcribed in a man of the firft rank,

only cyder fupplies the place of wine at

dinner, and he eats no fupper j they

never even think of it. The women
very feldom drink tea in the afternoon;

the men never.

The poor negro Haves alone work hard,

gnd fare ftill harder. It is aftoniililng,

and
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and unaccountable to conceive what an

amazing degree of fatigue thefe poor,

but happy, wretches do undergo, and

can fupport. He is called up in the

morning at day break, and is feldom al-

lowed time enough to fwallow three

mouthfuls of homminy, or hoe-cake,

but is driven out immediately to the field

to hard labour; at which he continues,

without intermiflion, until noon -, and it

is obferved, as a fmgular circumftance,

that they always carry out a piece of fire

with them, and kindle one juft by their

work, let the weather be ever fo hot and

fultry. About noon is the time he eats

his dinner, and he is feldom allowed an

hour for that purpofe. His meal confiils

of homminy and fait, and, if his mailer

be a man of humanity, he has a little

fat, fkimmed milk, rufty bacon, or fait

herring to relifh his homminy, or hoe-

cake, which kind mafters allow their

flaves twice a week : but the number of

thofe, it is much to be lamented, are very

few ^ for the poor flave generally farejj

8 the
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tlie worfe for his mafter's riches, which

confifting of land and negroes, their

numbers inereafe their hardHiips, and di-

minifh their value to the proprietor, the

expence precluding an extenfion of indul-

gence and liberality.

They then return to fevere labour,

which continues in the field until duik in

the evening, when they repair to the to-

bacco-houfes, where each has his talk in

flripping allotted him, that employs him

for fome hours. If it be found, next

morning, that he has negleded, flighted,

or not performed his labour, he is tied

up, and receives a number of lafhes, on

his bare back, moft feverely infli«rted, at

the difcretion of thofe unfeeling fons of

barbarity, the overfeers, who are per-

mitted to exercife an unlimited dominion

over them.

It is late at night before he returns to

his fecond fcanty meal, and even the time

taken up at it, encroaches upon his hours

of deep, which, altogether, do never ex-

ceed
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ceed eight in number, for eating and

repofe.

But inftead of retiring to reft, as might

naturally be concluded he would be glad

to do, he generally fets out from home,

and walks fix or feven miles in the night,

be the weather ever fo fultry, to a negroe

dance, in which he performs with afton-

ifhing agility, and the moft vigorous ex-

ertions, keeping time and cadence, moft

exadly, with the mufic of a banjor (a

large hollow inftrument with three ftrings),

and a quaqua (Ibmewhat refembling a

drum), until he exhaufts himfelf, and

fcarccly has time, or ftrength, to return

home before the hour he is called forth

to toil next morning.

When he fleeps, his comforts are e-

qually miferable and limited ; for he

lies on a bench, or on the ground, with

only an old fcanty fingle blanket, and not

always even that, to ferve both for his

bed and his covering. Nor is his cloath-

ing lefs niggardly and wretched, being

nothing but a ftiirt and troufers, made of

coarfe
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coarfe thin hard hempen fluff in the

fummer, with the addition of a fordid

woollen jacket, breeches, and fhoes, in

the winter.

The female flaves fare, labour, and re-

pofe, juft in the fame manner; even

when they breed, which is generally

every two or three years, they feldom

lofe more than a week's work thereby,

either in the delivery, or fuckling the

child.

In fubmifllon to injury and infults, they

are likewife obliged to be entirely pafiive,

nor dare any of them refill, or even de-

fend himfelf againft the whites, if they

fhould attack him without the fmallefl

provocation; for the law directs a ne-

groe's arm to be llruck off, who raifes it

againfl a white perfon, fhould it be only

in his own defence, againft the moft

wanton and wicked barbarity and out-

rage.

Yet notwithllanding this degrading

fituation, and rigid feverity to which fate

has fubjei^ed this wretched race, they are

certainly



48 A Tour in the

certainly devoid of care, and a£tually ap-

pear jovial, contented, and happy. For-

tunate it is indeed for them, that they are

bleffed with this eafy, fatisfied difpofition

of mind, elfe human nature, unequal to

the weight, muft fmk under the pref-

fure of fuch complicated mifery and

ivretchednefs.

Having had occafioa more than once

to mention homminy, hoe-cake, ^r, it

may not be improper at this time to ob^

ferve, that homminy is an American difh,

made of Indian corn, freed from the

hufl^s, boiled whole, along with a fmall

proportion of a large kind of French

beanSi until it becomes almoll a pulp

:

it is in general ufe, and to my tafte, very

agreeable. Hoe-cake is Indian corn,

ground into meal, kneaded into dough,

and baked on a hot, broad, iron hoe.

This is alfo in common ufe, and to my
palate, extremely harlh and unpleafant.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Houfes. Ordinaries^ or Inns. A Jirange Animal.

Black Snakes. Devour Frogs and Alice. Fafci-

note Birds in the Air. Flying Squirrels^ isfc.

THE houfes here are almoft all of

wood, covered with the fame

;

the roof with fhingles, the fides and ends

with thin boards^ and not always lathed

and plaiftered wichin ; only thofe of the

better fort are finiflied in that manner,

and painted on the outfide. The chim-

neys are fometimes of brick, but more

commonly of wood, coated on the infide

with clay. The windows of the beft fort

have glafs in them ; the reft have none,

and only wooden fh utters.

There is no diftindion here between

inns, taverns, ordinaries, and public-

houfes ; they are all in one, and are

known by the appellation of taverns, pub-

Kc-houfes, or ordinaries, which, in the

general acceptance of the names here,

are fynonymous terms. They are all

Vol. I. E very
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very indifferent indeed, compared with

the inns in England : and three-

fourths of them are in reality little better

than mere fhelters from the weather; yet

the worft of them is by no means defi-

cient in charging high.

When a perfon arrives at Richmond,

his ears are continually aflailed with the

prodigious noife and roaring of the falls,

which almoft ftuns him, and prevents

him from fleeping for feveral nights, it

being a confiderable time before he be-

comes habituated to it.

My principal amufement was walking :

I took great delight in wandering aloiie

among the rocks and folitary romantic

lituations, around the falls. In thefe ex-

curfions I always carried a book in my
pocket, and when I came to any place

that commanded my attention, either

from the wildnefs and grandeur of the

perfpedive, or from the obfervation ol

the raging torrent below, after admir-

ing the beauties of the fcene, I would

frequently lie down in the fhade, and

amuf^
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amufe myfelf with reading, until I infen-

fibly dropt afleep. This was my daily

recreation, which I never negle(3:ed.

But I was once extremely lurpriled at

beholding, as foon as I opened my eyes,

a prodigious large fnake, within a few

feet of me, bafldng hlmfelf in the fun.

He was jet black, with a copper-coloured,

belly, very fine fparkling eyes, and at

leafl: feven feet long. However he did

me no injury ; for I did not didurb him,

nor did he molefh me ; but as foon as

he heard the ruiliing of the leaves, on

my moving, he went oif with great pre-

cipitation and fpeed.

Another time, whilft I was reading la

a very folitary retired place among the

rocks and trees, on hearing fome little

noife near me, I looked around, and juft

had the glimpfe of a very ftrange and fm-

gular animal, fuch as I had never ittn

even any refemblance of before. It ap-

peared to me more like a fiddle with feet,

than any thing elfe that I know j the

fight I had of it was juft as it was run-

E 2 ning
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ning beliind a rock. I fought there, and

every where for it immediately, to no

purpofe, for I could not difcover even a

trace thereof remaining.

When I returned, I mentioned ^vhat I

had feen ; but no one, from my defcrip-

tion, could inform me w^hat animal it

was *.

However, nothing is more common

here than the black fnake. He is very

bold and daring
;

yet, to the human race,

entirely harmlefs and inofFenfive ; nor is

his bite poifonous, and is as readily cured

as the fcratch of a briar : notwithftanding

whicli, it is faid, and I beheve with

truth, that he is mafter of all other fnakes

;

even the rattle-fnake fubmits to him.

This fuperiority arifes from the ftrength

and power of his mufcles, for he infinuates

himfelf in fpiral wreaths around his anta-

gonift, and then contrad:ing,by that means

conquers or kills him. His prey, for

food, he fwallows whole.

* For a defcription of this animal, fee chap.xtin,

S It
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It is confidently reported, and univer-

fally credited, that they devour fquirrels,

and that they have been found with

fquirrels whole in their bellies. I myfelf

have feen them fwallow frogs of a very

large fize. After the frog is almoft wholly

in, if you ftrike the fnake, he will in-

ftantly difgorge it, and the frog will leap

away.

The black fnakes are particularly fer-

viceable in deftroying rats and mice, which

they feek after very eagerly, and devour

for food : for this purpofe, they are even

more ufeful than cats, becaufe, by their

ilender form and peculiar make, they are

enabled to purfue thefe vermin into their

lurking holes and hiding places, which

they generally do, and thereby at once

deflroy the whole progeny.

But the Americans, one and all, have

fuch an averfion and antipathy to the

very appearance of the whole fpecies, that

notwithftanding this kind of ferpents are

abfolutely harmlcfs, and indeed extreme-

ly ferviceable for the purpofes juil men-

E 3 tioned,
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tioned, yet they are as eager to kill an4

deftroy them, as the mpft noxious, viru-

lent, and deleteiious of the fpecies, the

rattle, moccaflbp, and horn-fnakes.

I have heard many flrange relations of

the power of fnakes, in charming birds,

and drawing them down out of the air,

to devour them, by a certain fafcination

in their eyes. To thefe tales I formerly

gave no credit; but I have now had con-

viction of their truth, by frequent ocu-

lar demonflration.

I have obferved a little bird, fluttering

in the air, within a fmall compafs, gra-

dually defccnding until it came down on

a bufh, then hopping from fpray to fpray,

every time lower, condantly fending forth

a tremulous, doleful note, expreffive of

dread and furprife, until at length it

would drop into the jaws of a fnake on

the ground, that was gaping open ready

to devour it.

On fuch occafions, I always ftruck the

fnake, and the inftant he moved, the

bird
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bird became liberated from his fafcina-

tion, flying away with the greateft alert-

nefs, and would chirp, and foar over my
head in the air, for fome little diftance,

as if grateful for its deliverance from fo

formidable an enemy. This very extra-'

ordinary circumllance I have taken parti-

cular notice of feveral different times.

Squirrels of many various kinds abound

prodigioufly, but the grey fox-fquirrels

are the moft plenty, and mod common :

you may fee them any where in the

woods, and at any time, jumping from

tree to tree, and making moft aftonifhing

leaps, often fifteen, twenty, and fome-

times thirty feet, from one branch to

another. Thefe are the largeft, but the

flying-fquirrel, though much fmaller,

jumps twice as far ; and indeed he takes

fuch prodigious vaults, that he feems to

fly, and appears to have wings, but they

are only an expanfion cf fome loofe fkin

on each fide of him, which affords him

fome little fupport in the air, and breaks

E 4 his
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his fall when he mifles his hold, which

indeed is very feldom.

The moft beautiful of the whole fpe-

cies is the ground fquirrel, which is fmall,

and moft delicately ftriped with contrails

of dfirl^ier and lighter fhades.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIIL

Quality and Jppearance of Soil Wheat. Indian-

Corn* Tobacco. PeJerJhurg. Falls of Jppamattox.

Blandford- Pokahuntas. Indian Emperor's Daugh'

ter. Randolph and Boiling Families. The River

jppamattox.

THE mofl commanding and excel-

lent fituations about Richmond are,

the feat of a Mr. Adams, on the fummit

of the hill which over-looks the town ;

and Belvidera, an elegant villa belonging

to the late colonel William Bird, of Weft-

over, who formerly poffeffed a princely

fortune in America, and was' almoft the

fole proprietor of all the land adjoining

the falls, for many miles, even above

Weftham.

Juft below the falls there are very lucra-

tive fi(heries, on each fide of the river; as

there are many more on the James in dif-

ferent places, that yield great profit to the

owners.

On the fouth fide are moft valuable

mills and iron-works, which are worked

by
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by means of a canal, cut from the adjoin-

ing falls of the James.

The low grounds on the James are ex-

tremely rich and fertile, producing vafl:

quantities of Indian-corn, wheat, and to-

bacco. The foil is of a dark redifh co-

lour, and one foot and a half deep pure

loam.

The high land is of an inferior quality,

yet fufficiently fertile to produce good

crops of tobacco, wheat, and Indian corn

;

fome of it is of a redifh colour, mixed

with clay, which is the beft ; and the

worft is of a light brown, intermixed

with fand.

The low grounds yield an increafe in

wheat of twenty- five, thirty, and fome-

times thirty-five bufhels, from one of

feed : the high land from eight to fifteen

for one. This is generally the produce

of one acre. Much about the fame quan-

tity of Indian corn is produced from an

acre, according to the quality and excel-

knce of the foil, though it does not re-

quire
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quire more than a peck of feed to plant

it. The produce of an acre, in the cul-

ture of tobacco, in the beft land, is about

fixteen hundred and fixty pounds weight

:

on the worfl, about five hundred pounds

weight. An acre always contains nearly

twelve hundred and fifty hills of Indian-

corn, with two, three, and fometimes, in

flrong land, four ftalks in each hill ; or

about five thoufand plants of tobacco.

Above the falls, the high land becomes

again tolerably level, and is equal in

height to the fummit of the firft hills.

The towns of Richmond and Shokoes

are in Henrico county; and Chefterfield,

or Rocky Bridge, is in the county of

Cheflerfield.

On the twenty-eighth of Auguft, I fet

out on a journey to the fouihward, and as

there is no fuch thing as poft-chaifes to

be obtained in all America to hire, and

not having furnifhcd myfeif with horfes

at Richmond, becaufe I was informed that

I could purchafe them much better and

pheaper at Peterfb-urg, which was about

twenty-
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twenty-five miles diflant, and dircdly in

my way, I rode a horfe of Mr. 's,

who prefled me to make ufe of him.

I was fortunate in the company of a

Mr. Buchanan, who was alfo going as

far as Peterfburg. We croffed the James

in the ferry-boat, early in the morning,

rode through the towns of Rocky-bridge,

and Warwick, which is about five miles

from it.

We halted at a town named Ofborn's,

eight miles farther on, to bait our horfes,

after paffing Chefterfield county court-

houfe, and a church, or chapel, at this

little town. Here we dined, and in the

afternoon, mounting our horfes, we ar-

rived at Blandford, having croffed the Ap-

pamattox river, on a lofty wooden bridge,

at the town of Pokahuntas.

Here we put up at Boyd's, which is

the beft houfc of public entertainment in

the place.

I fhall never forget the prodigious and in-

ceffant noife and clamour that continually

affailed my ears, during the whole of this

day's
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day's ride, proceeding from tbegreen-frogs*

and a multitude of other large infedls

on the trees, and the bull-frogs in the

fwamps and places of water, on bath fides

of the road. I was perpetually queflioning

Mr. Buchanan if they were not birds ;

and was aftoniilied that I could not pof-

fibly difcover one of them : but the noife

of the buli-frogs was abfolutely tremen-

dous.

Here, at the falls of the river Appa-

mattox, are three towns, vi%, Elandford,

Peterfburg, and Pokahuntas.

Over the river, juil below the falls,

there is a large wooden bridge, at the

town of Pokahuntas which ftands on

the north fide of the river named after

the daughter of the famed Indian em-

peror, or chief, Powhattan (which is

alfo the Indian appellation of the river

James), who gave all the land around this

place, as a portion in marriage, with his

daughter Pokahuntas, to an anceftor of

the prefent Randolph and Boiling families,

Trom which ancient royal blood, a branch

of
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of the Randolphs, and the whole of th$

Boilings (two of the moil refpedable

houfes in Virginia), are a^ftually de-

fcended.

On the fouth fide of the river is the

town of Peterlburg, fituated under a hill,

amongft rocks, and is extremely un-

healthy.

A little dillance, perhaps half a mile

below, on the fouth fide alfo of the Ap-

pamattox, ftands the charming pretty

town of Blandford, in a beautiful plain,

on the river brink, on a very pleafant and

delightful fpot.

The town of Pokahuntas is in Cheller-

field county ; Peterfburg is in the county

of Dinwiddle, in the lower corner ; and

Blandford ftands in the upper end of

Prince George's county ; but neither of

them is a county- town.

The principal tobacco trade in America

centers at Peterfburg, or Boiling's Point,

which it is generally called, from the

name of a family, (a branch of whofe

origin I have juft related), to which the

greater
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greater part of the town and adjoining

lands belong.

It is fomething remarkable, that no

child born at this place ever grew up to

maturity, excepting the prefent proprie-

tor, Mr. Boiling, whofe feat over-looks

Peterfburg and the adjacent country and

river i which is occafioned by the infalu-

brity of the air, and the extreme un-

healthinefs of the fituation.
,

There are alfo fome valuable mills in

the vicinity of this place, ereded by Mr.

Bannifter, a very public fpirited man,

who refides in an elegant houfe near Pe-

terfburg, which are carried on by means

of a canal, cut from the neighbouring falls

of the Appamattox.

The Appamattox is a fmall river, much

about the fize of the Thames, and runs

into the James at City Point, about twelve

miles, in a dired: line, below Blandford.

Sailing veffels, floops, fchooners, and flats,

or lighters, come up to the bridge at the

falls ; but fhips of burden take in their

cargoes five and eight miles below.

In
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In Blandford I found an excellent or-

dinary at Boyd's, and a tolerably agreea-

ble mixed company of ladies and gentle-

men. Amongft the reft, were a couple of

old gentlemen, one of v/hom was a ma-

jor in the army, with gay young wives,

who did not feem altogether at eafe, nor,

in all probability, had they every reafon

to be fo ; however, they afforded us

diverfion and entertainment ^ enough to

obferve their various manoeuvres on both

fides, or rather on all fides ; for each of

the four appeared to be a commander ii"^

chief, and to have different purfuits and

objects in view.

CHAP.
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C ri A Po 1X0

Ceneral CharaBer^ and great Uofp'itaUty of the Vir-^

ginlarts. Number of Inhabitants in Virginia.

THE Virginians are generous, ex-

tremely hofpitable, and poffefs

very liberal fentiments.

There is a greater diftindion fupported

between the different clafles of life here,

than perhaps in any of the reft of the

colonies ; nor does that fpirit of equality,

and levelling principle, which pervades the

greateft part of America, prevail to fuch

an extent in Virginia.

However, there appears to be but three

degrees of rank amongft all the inhabi-

tants, exclufive of the negroes.

The firft confids of gentlemen of the

bell families and fortunes in the colony,

who are here much more refpedable and

numerous than in any other province in

America. Thefe in general have had a

liberal education, poflefs enlightened un-

VoL. I. . F denland-
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derftandings, and a thorough knowledge

of the world, that furnifhes them with

an eafe and freedom of manners and con-

verfation, highly to their advantage in

exterior, which no viciffitude of fortune

or place can diveft them of; they being

actually, according to my ideas, the moft

agreeable and befl: companions, friends>

and neighbours, that need be defired.

The greater number of them keep their

carriages, and have handfome fervices of

plate ; but they all, without exception,

have ftuds, as well as fets of elegant and

beautiful horfes.

Thofe of the fecond degree in rank are

very numerous, being perhaps half the

inhabitants, and confift of fuch a variety,

fingularity, and mixture of characflers,

that the exadt general criterion and lead-

ing feature can fcarcely be afcertained.

However, they are generous, friendly,

and hofpitable in the extreme ; but mixed

with fuch an appearance of rudenefs,

ferocity, and haughtinefs, which is in

fadt only a want of polifh, occafioned by

their
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their deficiences in education, and in

knowledge of mankind, as well as by

their general intercourfe with flaves, over

whom they are accuftomed to exercife an

harfh and abfolute command*

Many of them poITefs fortunes fuperior

to fome of the firft rank, but their fa-

milies are not fo ancient, nor refpedtable ;

a circumftance here held in fome eftima-

tion.

They are all exceffively attached to

every fpeciesl of fport, gaming, and diffi-

pation, particularly horfe-racing, and that

moft barbarous of all diverfions, that

peculiar fpecies of cruelty, cock-fighting.

In fliort, take them all together, they

form aftrange combination ofincongruous

contradictory qualities, and principles di-

redly oppofite; the beft and the worft,

the moft valuable and the moft worthlefs,

elegant accomplifhments and favage bru-

tality, being in many of them moft unac-

countably blended.

Yet indeed, notwlthftanding this appa-

rent inconfiftency of charader, principle,

F 2 and
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and (Jondu£l:, numbers of them are truly

valuable members of foclety, and few,

or none, deficient in the excellencies of

the intelledual faculties, and a natural

genius, which, though in a great mea-

fyre unimproved, is generally bright and

fplendid in an uncommon degree.

The third, or lower clafs of the people

(who ever compofe the bulk of mankind),

are in Virginia more few in number, in

proportion to the reft of the inhabitants,

than perhaps in any other country in the

univerfe. Even thefe are kind, hofpita-

ble, and generous
; yet illiberal, noify,

and rude.

They are much addi(Sted to inebriety,

and averfe to labour.

They are likewife over-burdened with

ail impertinent and infuperable curiofity,

that renders them peculiarly difagreeable

and troublefome to ftrangers : yet thefe

undefirable qualities they pofTefs by no

means in an equal degree with the gene-

rality of the inhabitants of New Eng-

land, whofe religion and government

have
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have encouraged, and indeed inftituted

and eftablifhed, a kind of inquifition, of

forwnVd impertinence and prying intru-

fion, againft every perfon that may be

compelled to pafs through that trouble-

fome, illiberal country : from which de-

fcription, however, there are no doubt

many exceptions.

To communicate an idea of the ge-

neral hofpitality that prevails in Virginia,

and indeed through all the fouthern pro-

vinces, it may not be improper to repre-

fent fome peculiar cuftoms that are uni-

verfal ; for inftance:

If a traveller, even a negroe, obferves

an orchard full of fine fruit, either ap-

ples or peaches, in, or near his way, he

alights, without ceremony, and fills his

pockets, or even a bag, if he has one,

whhout afking permiffion ; and if the

proprietor fhould fee him, he is not in the

leaft ojffended, but makes him perfectly

welcome, and affifls him in choofing oul

the fineft fruit.

F 3
But
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But this is lefs to be admired at, when

it is confidered that there is no fale here

for any kind of fruit, and the fineft

peaches imaginable are fo abundant, that

the inhabitants daily feed their hogs with

them during the feafon.

In the time of prefTing cyder, if a tra-

veller fhould call, to enquire his way, he

is generally offered as much fine cyder as

he can drink, is frequently requefted to

flay all night, and made heartily drunk

in the bargain, if he choofes it.

When a perfon of more genteel fi-

gure than common calls at an ordinary

(the name of their inns), for refrefhment

and lodging for a night, as foon as any

of the gentlemen of fortune in the neigh-

bourhood hears of it, he either comes for

him himfelf, or fends him a polite and

preffing invitation to his houfe, where he

meets with entertainment and accommo-

dation, infinitely fuperior, in every re-

fped, to what he could have received at

the inn. If he fhould happen to be fa-

tigued with travelling, he is treated in

th^
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die moft hofpltable and genteel manner

;

and his fervants and horfes alfo fare plen-

teoufly, for as long a time as he choofes

to ftay. All this is done with the beft

grace imaginable, without even a hint

being thrown out of a curiofity or wifh

to know his name.

However, it mufl be acknowledged,

that many of the fecond, and almoft all

the lower clafs of the people, are ignorant

in the extreme.

Their fentiments, and all their ideas are

illiberal, narrow, and contracted ; occa-

fioned by their inadive fituation, con-

fined to a fmall compafs, and very li-

mited fphere of knowledge, wherein the

fame objedls are ever prefented to their

view, without any variation, change, or

novelty, being thereby precluded from a

more general intercourfe with the world,

and the different members of fociety at

large.

About the commencement of the late

unfortunate difturbances, and inaufpicious

hoitilities, the American congrefs pre-

F 4 tended
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tended to have a calculation made of the

numbers of all the inhabitants in each

province and colony included within their

domination, v^hich they publifhed.

But I have always concluded that of-

tenfible enumeration of theirs to be greatly

exaggerated, purpofely to magnify their

refources, numbers, and prowefs.

In that oftentatious calculation, Vir-

ginia was reprefented to contain fix hun-

dred and fifty thoufand inhabitants ; of

which near tv\'o-thirds are blacks.

I computed the true number of fouls

in Virginia to be then about five hundred

thoufand in the whole, with a fimilar

proportion of flaves included ; and they

Jiave certainly decreafed in population

fince that time.

CHAP.
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CHAR X.

j9 wretched Situation, Nottoway-Rlver. Horfes re*

fufe to cat Bacon, Troublefome Companion, Ma-

hirrin-River.

IPurchafed two horfes at Peterfburg;

for the beft I gave fifteen pounds,

the worft coft me twenty- five pounds

;

and a negro boy, whofe price was forty

pounds.

I began to prepare for my journey'

fouthward, having had the honour to vifit,

by invitation, feveral of the principal fa-

milies in and near this place, among

whom were Mr. Buchanan's, Mr. Boi-

ling's, Mr. Bannifter's, Mr. Eppes'5,

Mr. Bland's, &c.

I took my departure from Blandford,

on the fourth of September, in com-

pany with a young lad from North Caro-

lina, then on his return.

After having rode about fifteen miles

we (lopped to bc^it our horfes, and dine, at

Hattan's



74 -^ 'Tour in the

^'•Hattan's ordinary, where the fare was

^%rdinary indeed, and very indifferent.

The day being extremely hot and

fultry, it was rather late in the afternoon

before we fet out again on our journey,

&iM by that means I was prevented from,

reaching Stewart's ordinary, the houfe

I intended to put up at that night ; for

being taken very ill, and as it was

growing dark, I was obliged to take

ihelter in a fhell of a houfe, wherein

an overfeer lived, and five or fix ne-

groes befides.

The young man from Carolina left

me here, and continued on his journey.

My accommodation at this wretched

place was miferable indeed, and it was

fortunate for me, that I found myfelf

better in the morning, or I might have

been in adual danger of perifhing for

want of common neceffaries, if my fick-

nefs had detained me therein.

If my fituation, but for one night, was

fo intolerable, what muft his be, whofs

conftant refidence it was \

it
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It is indeed hardly to be conceived ir

what an uncomfortable flate that pc.

forlorn young man, the overfeer, then

lived. >

There might be about fifty acrf§ of

land cleared of woods, and chiefly uf^ jer

culture for Indian corn.

There was not another houfe nor hut

Upon the plantation, nor a fingle fruit-

tree.

That miferable fhell, a poor apology

for a houfe, confifted but of one fmall

room, which ferved for the accommoda-

tion of the overfeer and fix negroes : it

was not lathed nor plaiftered, neither

ceiled nor lofted above, and only very

thin boards for its coveting ; it had a

door in each fide, and one window, but

no glafs in it; it had not even a brick

chimney, and, as it flood on blocks about

a foot above upon the ground, the hogs

lay confi:antly under the floor, which

made it fwarm with fleas ; water was

near half a mile difiant, and that

very bad ; there was not a neighbour

within
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vvithin five miles on one fide, and eiglit

miles on the other ; no book, no con-

venience, no furniture, no comfort in the

houfe, unlefs you call by that name a

mi&rable thin chaff bed, fomewhat raifed

from the floor, in a corner of the room,

which alternately ferved him for his

chair, his table, and his couch.

In this wretched habitation I had little

fleep, and no refrefhment, although the

poor young man permitted me to lie on

his bed alone, and did not come there

himfelf, but lay on the floor with the ne-

groes ; for they were fhelling. Indian-corn

with their hands all the former part of

the night, when their fongs kept me
awake; and the difagreeable idea of fuch

a parcel of nafty black devils, all fnoring

in the fame room with me, with the af-

fiftance of the mufketoes, prevented me
from fleep until day-break, when I arofe,

and having gratified the poor inhabitants

of this manfion of mifery w^ith a trifle,

I mounted my horfe, and purfued my
journey.

This
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This morning I croffed over a pretty-

river named Nottoway, at Swede's-bridge,

which is conftrucSted of timber. There

is fome very good land on this river, both

low grounds and high ; it is what is

called mulattoe land by the planters, from

its colour.

This river is here about as large as the

Thames at Kew, but is much incumbered

with wood and fallen trees, brought dowa

by the floods.

I arrived at Stewart's ordinary to break-

faft, which was toafled Indian hoe-cake,

and very excellent cyder, after a ride this

morning of about eleven miles.

Being always particularly careful of my
horfes, and they having fared very indif-

ferently the night before, I ordered the

hoftler to give them plenty ^f meat. The
man flared at me, and ajked me if they

would eat it ? Being fomewhat irritated

at his feeming impertinence, and out of

humour by fatigue, indifpofltion, and

want of reft, I anfwered, that I deflred

he would make the experiment, and im-

S mediatelv
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mediately, turning away from him, went

into the houfe.

In a few minutes, on looking out at

the window, I was much furprifed to find

all the people of the place in the road be-

fore the door ; and going out to enquire

into the caufe of their affembling there,

I met the hoftler and my boy, with each

a. large piece of bacon in his hand, telling

me the horfes would not eat a morfel

of it.

They acquainted me, that it was to fee

the horfes eat meat, by which they un-

derftood bacojiy that excited the people*

curiofity, and had drawn them forth into

the road. I laughed heartily, and di-

leded the hoftler, fmce the poor filly horfes

could not be prevailed on to tafte his ba-

con, to give them whatever elfe they

would choofe to eat, and as much of it

as they pleafed.

By the bye, it was a great inconve-

nience, and extremely troublefome, that

my boy, being an African, was of very

little fervice to me ; for he fcarcely under-

3 ftood
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ftood a fingle word that I faid to him,

nor did I know one fyllable of his Ian-

guage.

This ridiculous affair induced one

Andrew T , who pretended to be

a humourift, to make me an offer of the

honour of his company, as he was then

on his way to Halifax town, in North

Carolina, wheje he refided. His exte-

rior being to my tafte peculiarly forbid-

ding, I declined his propofal, having no

inclination to fuch an acquaintance. But

in this I was egregioufly miftaken, and

altogether difappointed : Mr. T—>—.—

was not to be repulfed with fuch facility :

he was determined to amufe himfelf at

my expence, and at my ignorance of the

cuftoms of his country, and I was al-

mofl compelled to fuffer his company,

for I certainly did not accept it, but en-

deavoured my utmoft to avoid that ho-

jiour.

I told him, that as it threatened rain,

I would not rifque getting wet, but in-

tended to ftay fome time, the length of

vv'hich
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wliich, however, might be uncertain^

Well, fo would Mr. T— .

When I found this, I determined to

fet out in the rain, which had now come

on ; and adually did fo to avoid his

company ; but Mr. T would ac-

commodate himfelf to every change of

my mind, and he departed along with

me.

When I rode faft, fo did he; when

flow, he went flow alfo : at length I

turned fhort from him, along a path on

the light, but my llupid fervant con-

tinued to accomp? .j Mr. *T ; this

obliged me to return, and gallop very

faft to overtake him, as he had thereby

got fome miles before me.

But defcending a declivity too rapidly,

and without caution, the road being on

clay very wet and ilippery, my horfe

fell down with me in three-parts fpeed,

by which I was exceffively dirted, as well

as hurt.
^

Having remounted, and rode on again,

I cut a moft wretched figure, being

daubed
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daubed from head to foot with red clay,

befides the farther injuries I had re-

ceived from contufions by the fall.

In this ridiculous plight I overtook

them : Mr. T '— fell a laughing fit

to biirft his fides, which adt of rudcnefs

and ill manners I did not feem to notice,

but was much incenfed at my ftupid

black, yet could not make him under-

ftand my expreffions of refentmerit. This

greatly encreafed Mr. T 's diver-

fion, and ill-timed noify mirth.

In this difagreeable condition, and un-

courtly guife, we croffed a confiderable

ftream of water, named the Three Creeks,

on three wooden bridges; and a confidera-

ble river named Maherrin, larger than

the Thames, at Hicks's bridge which is

remarkably lofty, and built of timber, as

all in the fouthern part of America ap-

pear to be J having pafled a fine planta-

tion, the feat of Mr. WiUIs, a man of

fortune, and proprietor of the original

flock of extraordinary fwift horfes, for

Vol. I. G whick
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•which this part of America is noted, that

vanquifh all others in quarter-racing.

About thirty miles higher up, on the

fide of this river, near one Ingram's plan-

tation, there have been lately difcovered

fome very valuable medicinal fprings of

mineral waters, which have already per-

formed many moll remarkable and aftonifli-

ing cures on perfons afflided with various

kinds of lamenefs, infirmity, and difeafe,

who annually refort to thefe fprings,

from an hundred and fifty miles around.

We took fome refreihment at Edwards's

ordinary, an exceeding good building,

with excellent accommodations, lately

erected at this place, which is exadlly

twenty-eight miles north from Halifax,

in North Carolina, and forty-feven fouth

from Peteriburg in Virginia.

We relied but a very Ihort time here,

and, although it continued to rain fall,

proceeded on our journey.

At the diftance of ten miles from

Hicks's bridge and ford, we entered the

province of North Carolina, and three

S miles
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tniles farther on, crofled a large ftream

of water named Fountain's creek, fifteen

miles north of Halifax town, which we
reached that night, after croffing the

river Roanoak, in a flat ferry boat, on the

fouth bank of which the town is built.

Towards the conclulion of this day's

ride, I had the fatisfadion of retorting

. the laugh on Mr. T — very hand-

fomely, for his horfe tumbled down,

and fairly rolled him in the mire, all

over, three times moft completely.

He was in fuch a ridiculous condition

and lamentable plight, being befides a

moft unwieldy, uncouth figure, that you

could fcarcely difcover whether the crea-

ture was human or not; nor would it have

been pofhble for the mofl rigid Cynic to

refrain from immoderate laughter, at

beholding his rueful countenance, and

WTetched guife.

This was a moft unpleafant journey ;

bad accommodation, bad roads, bad com-

. pany and attendance, and, in fhort, every

thing difagieeable in the extreme.

G 2 CHAP,
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CHAP. XI.

North Carolina, Halifax Town. 'Roanoak-Rlver,

Falls. Rock Fight, Floods.

ALIFAX Is a pretty town on the

fouth fide of the Roanoak (a river

larger, or at leaft containing more water

than the James), about eight miles be-

low the firft falls, and near fifty miles

higher up than the tide flows; but floops,

fchooners, and flats, or lighters, of great

burden, come up to this town againfl: the

flream, which is deep and gentle.

4 Halifax' enjoys a tolerable fliare of

commerce in tobacco, pork, butter, flour,

and fome tar, turpentine, fkins, furs, and

cotton.

There are many handfome buildings in

Halifax and its vicinity, but they are al-

moft all confl:rudled of timber, and painted

white ; among them are Mr. Mountfort's,

Mr. Abner Nafh's, Mr. Martin's (now

an ordinary, or inn, built by, and for-

7 merly
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merly the refidence of a Mr. Elmfley, an

eminent pradiitioner in the law), Mr.

Long's, Mr. Eaton's, and Mr. Jones's

;

the laft is in Occoneachy-neck, an ex-

treme rich and valuable trad of land,

about two miles from town, and is in-

deed an elegant feat.

Halifax is twenty- five miles due fouth

from Peterfburg, and one hundred from.

Richmond, is the capital of a diftrid:,

and the county-town of Halifax county.

In and around the town the foil is

fandy ; the banks of the river on the

fouth fide are high, but low on the north,

and very fubjed: to inundations, fo re-

markably, that the ferry-houfe, a wooden

building, which ftands on that fide, is

obliged to be faflened with ropes, tied to

the trees, to prevent it from being wafhed

away by the floods.

The quantity of water that comes down

the Roanoak, on fuch occalions, is indeed

amazing and enormous ; trees, fences,

4>orp, tobacco, horfes, cattle, and even

,G 3 Jiojifes,
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houfes, are all fwept away by the tor-

rent, and caried down with the ftream.

There is a fingular phenomenon at-

tends this river, which is, that during

days, or feafons of rain, it does not rife

any thing, or but very little beyond the

common magnitude ; but two or three

days after the rain has ceafed, when the

iky and fun are again become bright and

fine, and the bad weather is forgotten, then,

and not before^ the Roanoak begins to

fvvell, and encreafes with fuch rapidity

and violence, that the inhabitants have

fcarcely time to drive their cattle, horfes,

iheep, hogs, ^c. off from the low-

grounds up to the high, before the whole

are overflowed ; and without this precau-

tion all their live flock would be fwept

away ^nd deflroyed, which frequently

happens, notmthflanding every exertion

and care.

There is another peculiarity attends

this river; that i*s, the low grounds are

generally higher, next the river fide, than

where they adjoin the high-land 5 thus,

by
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by means of guts, communicating from

the river to the back part of the low-

grounds, which is mofl: commonly a miry

fwamp with caufeways over it, the wa-

ter of the floods is foon brought there,

by which the retreat of every living

creature is cut off in a very fhort time

after the waters begin to encreafe, and

confequently all included within mufl:

inevitably perifii, fhould the inundation

overfpread the whole.

However, the floods feldom cover every

fpot, there being fome particular places

in the low grounds conflderably higher

than the refl:, which, on fuch occafions,

are crowded with the poor terrified ani-

mals : but once every two or three years

the Roanoak fwells feveral feet above the

highefl: of thofe places. ~

The Roanoak, or as it is fometimes

called, the Morattuck, is above a quarter

of a mile over at Halifax, but very deep,

and is much wider many miles above.

It empties itfelf into Albemarle Sound,

at Edinton, where it is feven miles wide,

G 4 and
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and receives on the north fide, the-

Chowan-River, or Sound; vsrhich is formed-

by the confluence of the three rivers,

Maherrin, Nottov^^ay, and Elackwater,

and Is fomething more than two miles

in breadth.

The communication with the fea, from

this enormous body of water, is through

Roanoak inlet, where there is a bar,

fluduating banks, and fhifting quick-

fands, that prevent fhips of burden frorn

entering this extenfive bay.

I put up at Martin's, the beft houfe of

public entertainment in Halifax.

Here I difpofed of my black boy, who

was in fadt totally ufelefs to me ; but I

gained ten pounds by my bargain.

From this place I made many excur-

fions around it, and had the honour of

vifiting, by invitation, every family of

note, for a confiderable diftance in the

vicinity.

Being one of a party that v as to pafs

fome days on a jaunt in the country, I

propofe4 calling to take a view of the

fall^
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falls of Roanoak. We were accompanied

by Charles Eaton, efq. and Mr. W. Park,

whof^ feats are in the neighbourhood of

thefe falls.

There was nothing remarkable to be

obferved in them, only a prodigious

body of water, dalhing and tumbling

over rocks : but to thofe who have feen

the falls of the James, thefe are no

objed.

There is a very extraordinary clrcum-f

ftance, however, attends thefe falls every

fpring, about the eighth of May^ it is

called the rock fight. This is occafioned

by fuch amazing numbers of thofe fiflies,

here called Bafs- Rocks, coming up to the

falls at the fame time to fpawn, that a

dog thrown into the river then, would

not be able to fwim acrofs, nor could live

in it one quarter of an hour : you may
actually fee them crowded thick upon

each other, even to the furface of the

w^ater.

This fmgular phenomenon continues for

^hree days, but on one of thefe days, in

particular,
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particular, the agitation of the water is

moil violent, the whole river being in a

foam. •

There are many valuable fiflierles at,

and in the vicinity of Halifax, below the

falls, on each fide of the river.

During this excurfion we called at

Mount Pleafant, the feat of —
Dawfon, efq. on the banks of the Roan-

oak, about eighteen miles above Halifax,

and in returning flayed fome days, at the

feats of Mr. Eaton, and Mr. Park.

About a mile out of Halifax town is a

creek named Quankey (the Indian ap-

pellation for red paint, with which it a-

bounds), with an exceeding lofty bridge

thrown over it, built of timber, on the

fouth fide of which is the feat of a Mr.

Nicholas Long, where we frequently

walked out in the mornings and even-

ings to drink cow's milk, which was

there excellent.

About five or fix miles farther on, in the

fame diredion, is a confiderable fettlement,

upon a pretty large water-courfe, named

the
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the Marfli, where we fcveral times went,

on invitation from Alexander M*Colloch,

efq. a ^gentleman of confiderable note,

and Archibald Hamilton, efq.* a mer-

chant of eminence, who carried on a

very extenfive and valuable commerce in

Virginia, as well as in North Carolina;

and we were entertained with great hof-

pitality and politenefs by each of them.

We vifited Willie Jones, efq. dodor

Cathcart's, William Williams, efq. &c.

among many other gentlemen's feats, and

met with a moft. courteous and friendly

reception from all.

* This gentleman's brother, lieutenant colonel

John Hamilton, is now in the Britifli fervice, and

commanded a provincial corps, named the North Ca-

rolina loyalifts, having behaved vfhh great gallan-

try, both under the earl of Cornwallis and lord

Rawdon,

CHAP.



92 A Tour in the

CHAP. XIL

Lsfty Timher. Method of clearing Land. Woods $n

Fire. Dreadful Conflagrations.

TH E low grounds of Roartoak are

extremely rich and fertile, but ia

general too light and fandy for the cul^

ture of wheat, which here grows much

too luxuriant and high, whereby it falls

and lodges before the ears fill and ripen.

The foil is a fine black loam, for feveral

feet deep, and is indeed inexhauflible,

but extremely fubjed: to inundations,

which fweep away whole inclofures, as

well as the crops, and often leave \}i\^

land covered with wrecks of the flood,

and incumbered with vaft quantities of

large trees, brought down by the tor-

rent.

The low-grounds are generally from

d. quarter to a mile wide ; and it is ob-

fervable, for the whole length of the

Roanoak, that the low-grounds are al-

ways
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ways on one fide of the river only, never

on both together, but ftill promifcuoufly

;

thus, when the low grounds are on the

north fide, there are high lands on the

fouth ; and where the low grounds are

on the fouth fide, the land on the north

fide is high, almoft fliifh to the brink of

the river. It is remarkable alfo, that

wherever the high lands join the river,

they are rich and fertile, but where they

join the low grounds only, they are of

a very inferior quality.

The timber is of an immenfe bulk on

the low grounds, and confifts of white

and yellow poplars, black wallnut, horn-

beam, red bud, fweet gum, dog wood,

fycamores, oaks, afh, beech, elm, G?r.

On the rich high land, it confifls of

hickory, faffafrafs, oaks, ^c. and on the

inferior high land, of lofty pines, of a

great height, mixed with fcrubby oaks,

black-gum, and maple.

In this part of America there are feven

different fpecies of oak, i;/z. black-oak,

white-.
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white-oak, red-oak, Spani£h-oak, wlllow-

oak, live-oak, and fcrubby oak.

The appearance and colour of the foil

in the beft high lands, is dark brown,

with a flight tinge of red, and covered

lArith tall timber. That of the v,'orft is

whitifh-brown, either very fandy and

light, or iliffj wet, and livery, with low,

crooked timber, excepting the pines,

which generally grow large, tall, and

ftraight every where, unlefs they are

crowded together. But the worft timber,

on the worfl land, makes a better appear-

ance, and is larger than the trees in St*

James's and Hyde-parks.

The general mode of clearing the land

in this country, where timber is of no

value, and labour is of great, is by cut-

ting a circle round the tree, through the

bark, quite to the w^ood, before the fap

rifes, which kills it ; and they cultivate

the ground below immediately, leaving

the trees to rot ftanding, which happens

within a very few years, and they never

bear leaves more.

A large
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A large field in this fituation, makes a

moft fingular, ftriking, and tremendous

appearance : it would feem indeed dan-

gerous to walk in it, as the trees are of a

prodigious height and magnitude -, vafl

limbs, and branches of enormous fize

impending in awful ruins, from a great

height, fometimes breaking off, and fre-

quently whole trees falling to the ground,

with a horrible crafh, the found of which is

increafed and protraded by the reverbera-

tioilof the furrounding echoes. Yet, not-

withftanding this apparent danger, very

few accidents ever happen from it.

I never heard of any excepting to

beads.

When the timber is cut down, or

falls, they faw the fmaller trees in

pieces, and heap them up together in

huge piles, and in many different places,

where they fet fire to them in the winter,

at' which time the whole country around

appears in a blaze ; and the atmofphere is

then extremely incommoded, and totally

pervaded with fmoak.

For
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For very frequently the large, dry,

and almofl rotten flanding timber, catches

fire, and blazes with great fury ; the fire

is alfo communicated to the leaves on the

ground, in the furrounding woods, which

are there accumulated to a great depth,

by falling from the trees to the earth,

where they have been encreafmg, jlratum

fiiper Jlratum^ from the moft remote pe-

riod of time; being very dry and com-

buftible, they inftantly catch fire like

tinder ; the conflagration quickly fpreads

many miles on every fide, and at length

becomes general and dreadfully tremen-

dous ; for there is no poffibility of ex-

tinguiihing, or retraining the violence

and velocity of the devouring flames,

which deftroy and confume fences, in-

clofures, timber, and all vegetation

;

driving even the wild beafl:s before them

in flocks ; and their progrefs, at length,

is only terminated by fome large river,

or by heavy rains.

This
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This has induced the leglflature to en-

deavour to guard agahift fuch alarming

accidents, by paffing ads to prevent fet-

ting fire to the woods, &c. notwith-

flanding which, thefe terrible conflagra-

tions are ftill frequent every year.

Vol. I. H C H x^ P,
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CHAP. XIII.

Inhabitants of the Country and of the Towns. ClaJJcs

of People. Stores. Planters, Methods of Trade

and Commerce.

'
I

^ H E inhabitants of this part of

jS. America may be comprehended in

a very few clafTes.

All in the country, without exception,

are planters, ftore-keepers or perfons in

trade, and hunters : thefe laft are chiefly

confined to the back country and frontiers

next the Indians.

In the towns there are fome few

mechanics, furgeons, lawyers, flore-

keepers or perfons in the commercial

line, and tavern-keepers.

However, the generality of the towns

are . fo • inconfiderable, that in England

they would fcarcely acquire the appella-

tion of villages.

The different diftind branches of ma-

nufacturers, fuch as hofiers, haberdafhers,

7 clothiers,
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clothiers, linen-drapers, grocers, flatlo-

ners, &c. are not known here ; they

are all comprehended in the fingle name
and occupation of merchant, or flore-

keeper.

What are called fhops in England, are

known here by the appellation of ftores,

and fupply the inhabitants with every in-'

dividual article neceflary in life, fuch as

linens, woollens, filks, paper, books, iron,

cutlery, hats, ftockings, fhoes, wines, fpi-

rits, fugars, &c, and even jewelry ; for

which in return they receive tobacco,

ftins, furs, cotton, butter, flour, &c^
in confiderable quantities at a time, being
obliged to give a year's credit.

By this it appears, that there is but
little fpccie in circulation ; indeed there

is no great occafion for it ; for a planter

raifes his own meats, beef, and bacon,

his own corn and bread, his drink,

cyder, and brandy, his fruit, apples,

peaches, &c. and great part of his

cloathing, which is cotton.

Ha He
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He has no market to repair to but the

neareft ftore ; which chiefly fuppHes him

with finery, befides the ufeful and neceiTary

articles for agriculture, and what little

clothing his flaves require, for which he

pays his crop of tobacco, or whatever elfe

may be his ftaple produce, and is always

twelve months in arrear.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

'Tarhiirg. Attacked by an itinerant New-light Preacher.

Got Lojl. Strange Ignorance and uncouth Appear^

ance of the Inhabitants. Injlance of extraordinary

Hofpltallty and Benevolence. Chowan Sound. Moc-

cojfon Snakes. Rattle. Snakes. Cure for their Bite.

I
Made an excurfion to a little town,

named Tarburg : it is not half fo

large as Halifax, being a very infignifi-

eant place indeed.

I was entertained by a Mr. Hail, the

night I remained in this place, and re-

turned to Halifax next day.

Tarburg is about forty miles due fouth

from Halifax, and has not been built

many years.

The chief produce around this place

is tar, Indian corn, and hogs.

There is a large wooden bridge over

Tar-river, at this town, which is very high

and wide, yet feveral as good have been

carried away by the floods.

H 3 I made
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I made another peregrination, which

on account of the fingularity of the ad-

yentures therein, 1 fhall relate.

It was to Cho\yan- found.

I fet out from HaHfax, and rode along

down the fouth fide of the Roanoak, as

far as Fulham's ferry (about fifteen

jniles below the town), where I croffed

the river, and that evening reached Mat-

thew Brickie's ordinary.

Here I found tolerable accommoda-

tions, but had to defend myfelf againft the

formidable attacks of a new-light itinerant

preacher, who had perverted this family,

as well as moil of the inhabitants in the

vicinity ; and after exhaufting all the fire

of his artillery, cant, and pretended in-

fpiration, upon me in vain, he very

gravely and formally concluded, and pro-

nounced with great foleranity, that I was

an obfcinate unbeliever^, and that my
hour of receiving light and divine grace

was not yet arrived.

Having rode thirty-fix miles that day,

I fet out next morning, and proceeded

through
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through the dreary pines, which compofe

ahiioft all the woods that grow down this

way ; and about twelve o'clock, following

a path that led me out of my road, I got

entirely bewildered and loft.

Being extremely fatigued, hungry, and

dry, I called at feveral miferable hovels,

at the diftances of five or fix jr.iles afun-

der, but could neither obtain diredions

on my way, or any kind of refreftiment ;

even the water was fo very ill tailed,

and infalubrious, that it could fcarcely

be drank.

I rode on in this miferable dilemma

and precarious fi tuatlon, among thefe ig-

norant wretches, until night approached,

when they all refufed to permit me to

lodge un^er their fhelters :
'* Wonder-

** ing (as they faid) where I came from,

*' or why I fhouid come there, where

" nobody comes ; but (telling me) if I

*' could get to Mr. Tyers's, about it\^txi

** miles off, I might get quarters ; for

'' he often had ftrange, outlandifh folks

^* to lodge at his houfe ; and was a rich

H 4 *' man,
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*' man, and had a mill, and a black-

" fmith's fhop, and a flill.*'

Thefe people are the moll wretchedly

ignorant of any I ever met with. They

could not tell me the name of the place,

county, or parifh they refided in, nor

3ny other place in the adjacent country

;

neither could they furnifli me with any

directions, by which I might again dif-

cover and afcertain the right way.

Their appearance alfo is equally fordid

and mean, being of a fallow complexion

and yellowifh hue, almoft as tawney as

mulattoes, with the fmoak of the light-

v/ood (the roots and knots of pine, fo

named here), which is their whole fuel,

clothed in cotton rags, that had been

once dyed of fome colour, and all en-

veloped in dirt and naftinefs.

With much perfuafion, I procured one

of thefe lumps of mortality to accom-

pany me as a guide to this Mr. Tyers's,

where, after much difficulty, and no fmall

hazard in paffing over feveral deep and

miry
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miry fwamps, I at length arrived, a little

after dark.

Here I obtained ample compenfation

for the churlifhnefs of thofe ignorant

creatures whom I had been among, by

the hearty welcome, and kind hofpitable

entertainment I received from Mr. Tyers,

who appears to be a little monarch in

this domain, being the only magiflrate in

this place for thirty miles around, aid,

I had almoft pronounced, the only in-

telligent being.

His houfe was the feat of plenty and

plainnefs, mirth and good-humour, and

genuine hofpitality without oflentation
;

but entirely out of the way from all

public roads.

Here I found a large table loaded with

fat roafted turkies, ^tti^^ and ducks, boiled

fowls, large hams, hung-beef, barbicued

pig, ^c. enough for five-and- twenty

men.

Mr. Tyers told me, that It was but

feldom he was favoured with the com-

pany of any ftrangers ; but when he was

fo
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io fortunate, it always afforded him

great pleafure to entertain them, becaufe

he was fenfible that they could obtain no

refrediment any where near him, and

for that reafon, he had given diredtions

to the inhabitants for twenty miles a-

round him, to fend all flrangers to his

houfe.

Mr. Tyers, with a benevolence and

grace that> would do honour to any fta-

tion, mounted his horfe, next morning,

to accompany me for the day ; both to

fhew me the way, and the country.

We arrived at a ferry on Chowan-river,

or found (named Cotton's) : it is three

miles over ; we croffed it, and rode along

upon a wooden caufeway, through a

marlh, which is here called a poccofon,

growing thick with tall reeds, near three

miles over.

Down this way I alfo obferved great

numbers of cyprefs trees, tall, ftraight,

and lofty, in many of the fwamps and

Jow grounds ; befides multitudes of fm-

gular
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gular excreflences, named cyprefs knees,

which make a very odd appearance, arif-^

ing in the form of knees, out of the moft

miry places.

We then returned, and reached my
old fandified landlord Matthew Brickie's,

that night, where Mr. Tyers flayed alfo

;

and in the morning we parted : he return-

ing to his houfe, the manfion of benevo-

lence and virtue ; and I to Halifax, hear-

tily tired, andfick of my excurfion.

I cannot omit obferving a fmgular and

very difagreeable fight I noticed in pafTmg

Chowan- river : it was numbers of large

ferpents, lying upon logs and fallen trees

in the river, balking themfelves in the

fun.

It feems this marfli, morafs, or poc-

cofon, as fuch places are named here,

abounds with thefe noxious difguPiful

creatures. x
Moft of them were of the kind

called moccoifon fnakes, as large as the

rattle-fnake, but thicker, fhorter, and

deftitute of rattles^ which renders them

more
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more dangerous, as by this means they

bite without previous warning, which the

fattle-fnake never does, and their bite is

equally poifonous and fatal; fome fay

more fo.

They are beautifully fpeckled, juft In

the fame manner as the rattle- fnake,

though they appear duller, the colours

of each being the fame, but thofe of the

moccoffons not fo bright; for the fimi-

litude between them is fo very ftrong,

that thefe are generally reckoned the fe-

male rattle fnakes, by the more ignorant

inhabitants.

Although the bite of both thefe fnakes

have always proved certain death, yet it

is furprifing to obfcrve, that the inhabi-

tants are under very flender apprehen-

fions from them : indeed they feem to

dread themno more than any other ferpent.

However, all the Americans appear

to have a particular antipathy to the

whole fpecies.

It has but very lately been difcovered,

that there is a remedy of efficacy for the

bite



United States of America. i o^

bite of thofe fnakes, and an antidote a-

gainfl: their poifon.

This is equal quantities of the juice

of hore-hound and plantain, adminiftered

internally, largely and frequently, and

poultices of the bruifed plants applied

to the wound.

It was a poor negroe flave that firfl

difcovered this valuable fovereign remedy;

and the aflembly, or parliament of North-

Carolina, rewarded him with his freedom,

and two hundred pounds for divulging

it. A laudable example to governments,

and an inftance of their fuperior huma-

nity ; which will for ever reflect upon

them the higheft honour.

Notwithftanding this plain and fimple

remedy may be readily obtained, and

eafily adminiftered by the moft ignorant,

as both horehound and plantain grow

fpontaneoufly near almoft every houfe, and

in moft places where the land has been

cleared of woods j yet the knowledge of

this great benefit to be derived from them

has extended but very little, oecafioned

by
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by th$ fmall intercourfe, and very limited

communication there is in general be-

tween the thinly and diftantly fcattered

inhabitants of this wide-fpread country

:

fo that from this ignorance, the bite of

thefe noxious and deadly ferpents con-

tinue ftill to prove almoft as fatal as

ever.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XV.

Extraordinary Woman. American General an Inn*

keeper. Dreadful Thunder-clap. SlmpHchy of the

Negroes. An extraordinary Injlance thereof.

BOUT the beginning of Novem-

ber I departed from Halifax, where

with great fatisfadion I had enjoyed a very

agreeable focicty, on my route to Hillf-

borough, which is juft one hundred and

twenty-two miles diftant.

I called at Edmundfon's ordinary to

bait my horfe, and to breakfaft ; which is

about ten or eleven miles from Halifax.

At this houfe I faw the largeft and

ftrongeft woman, perhaps, in the world :

fhe was fix feet two inches and a half in

height, well built in proportion, ftrong,

robuft, and mufcular as a man of the fame

flature. She pofleffed a boldnefs and

fpirit inferior to no man ; and there was

no bully, bruifer, wreftler, or any per-

fon that excelled in athletic power and

agility,
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agility, for fifty miles around, that flie

had not complimented with a fair and

complete drubbing ; in fhort, fhe was a

perfedl virago, of great courage and af-

tonilhing ftrength and ill nature.

I fubmitted to fome fmall impofition

in her charge, rather than enter the lifts

with her in difpute, and run the rifque

of experiencing her prowefs ; for indeed

this is only a contribution flie conftantly

levies or exacfts upon all that frequent

this houfe, of which fhe is mafter as well

as miftrefs, her infignificant hulband be-

ing an abfolute cypher.

Having received an invitation to fpend

fome days with Thomas Eaton, efq. at

his feat on the banks of the Roanoak,

twenty- eight miles above Halifax, I ar-

rived there to dinner.

It is pleafantly fituated on the fouth

fide of the river, which is one half

wider here than at Halifax.

There is a very public ferry at this

place, belonging to Mr. Eaton, and of

great emolument to him.

The
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The low grounds are more extenfivehere

than any where elfe on the Roanoak.

Mr. Eaton poflefles a very fine eftate :

this plantation alone is worth at lead

three thoufand pounds, containing about

fifteen hundred acres ; yet his father

purchafed the whole for thirty pounds.

With fuch aftonifhing rapidity has the

value of landed property increafed in this

province.

During the few days that I remained

at Mr. Eaton's, we made many pleafant ex-

eurfions in the vicinity, on vifits to every

perfon of any note.

In a little emigration to Ofborri Jef->

feries's, efq. on the banks of Tar-River,

my horfe falling lame, obliged us to

call and make fome ftay at an ordinary,

inn, or tavern, at Bute county court-

houfe, kept by one Jethroe Sumner,

where we found an excellent dinner as

well as an agreeable facetious hoft.

[This inn-keeper has diftinguifhed him-

felf in the courfe of the late war, being

Vol. L I the
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the general Sumner, of the American

army, who has been fo adiive in ths

CaroHnas.

He is a man of a perfon lufly, antl

rather handfome, with an eafy and

genteel addrefs : his marriage with a

young woman of a good family, with

whom he received a handfome fortune

;

his being a captain of provincials lafl:

war j but above all his violent princi-

ples, and keeping an inn at the court-

houfe (which is fcarcely thought a meaa

occupation here), fingular as the latter

oircumftance may appear, contributed

more to his appointment and promotion

in the American army, thaa any other

merit.

For it Is a fad, that more than

one third of their general officers have

been inn-keepers, and have been chiefly

indebted to that circumflance for fuah

rank.

Becaufe by that public, but inferior

flation, their principles and perfons be-

came more generally known; and liy

the
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the mixture and variety of company they

converfed with, in the way of their bufi-

nefs, their ideas and their ambitious

views were more excited and extended

than the generality of the honeft and

refpeclable planters, who remained in

peace at their homes.]

There is an extreme valuable body of

rich high land that extends five miles

around Bute county court-houfe : this

whole trad: is ftrong and fertile in an un-

common degree. There is fcarcely a

pine-tree to be found within that diftance,

although the furrounding woods on every

fide, are very much mix:ed with them.

Having been favoured with a kind and

preffing invitation to vifit Robert Alexan-

der, efq. I left Mr. Eaton's, and called

upon him, from whom I alfo received

every attention and civility.

Mr. Alexander accompanied me to

view a remarkable place in the Roanoak,

named the Horfe-ford ; the only one

where horfcs can crofs the river, in that

I 2 manner,
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manner, for a vaft diftance : it is fifteen

miles above Eaton's ferry, and at this

place the river is more than half a mile

wide : it is fordable only during one

month in the drieft feafon of the year,

and even then it is extremely hazardous

and difficult ; the water being never lefs

than four feet deep, and the current very

rapid.

. The land on each fide of the river at

this place is broken and hilly, befides^

being very (lerile and poor in quality.

The weather here, at this feafon of the

year, is really charming, neither too cold,

nor much incommoded with heat ; the air

and iky being always clear, bright, and

lerene, and thunder and ftorms much lefs

frequent.

I forgot to mention, that while I was at

Mr. Eaton's, one morning having arofe

very early, {landing at the door, I ob-

ferved a fmgle fmall black cloud, and not

another, of any kind, to be feen in the

hemifphere, the fky being a pure bright

aaure: that inftant, all on a fudden,

there
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there came the moft violent and tremen-

^dous thunder-clap that ever I remember

to have heard; the lightning flruck Mr.

Eaton's kitchen, fplit down the chimney,

performed a multitude of fantaftic freaks

of eledricity, and killed two negroe men,

but did no hurt to two infants, then in

their arms.

This was accounted the more extraor-

dinary, as there was only that fingle ex-»

plofion: and in the moft violent thunder

ftorms, when peals fucceed each other, in

ioud contention, for a confiderable dura-

tion of time, any accident happening

therefrom is feldom ever heard of; only

large, lofty trees in the woods are fre-

quently fplit in fliivers, from top to bot-

tom, and fet on fire by the lightning on

fuch occafions.

Both Mr. Alexander and Mr. Eaton

pofTefs excellent plantations, rich, fertile,

and very valuable : they are both great

and eminent planters, and value them-

felves highly upon their fkill, their in-

duftry, and their fuperior crops.

I 3
At
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At Mr. Eaton's I faw the large ft turnip

that I can recollect ever to have heard of:

it was four feet eight inches in circum-

ference, but was of the flat fpungy kind,

and not at all thick in proportion. This

turnip was not cultivated alone, but grew

in a large field untnanured, promifcuouf-

iy with many thoufands more, numbers

of which were perhaps as large as this,

lor I meafured it myfelf in the field.

I fhall here relate a trifling, or rather

diverting circumftance that may be in-

terefting to fome, by evincing the great

fimplicity of the blacks.

Having taken with me a negroe named

Richmond, from a plantation here, which

I had juft piirchafed and fettled, to carry

me over, the Roanoak in a canoe, that I

might contemplate on and enjoy an elegant,

wild perfpedive, from the fummit of a

confiderable eminence that arofe abruptly

on a peninfula, alnioft furrounded by the

river, I ordered him to meet me with

the canoe at the oppofite fide of the pe-

ninfula.

When
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Wh-en I arrived there, at the time

appointed, there was no canoe, and no

negroe : I called out for Richmond, as

loud as I could vociferate, but had no

anfwer.

It was about the middle of th-e day, which

happened to be uncommonly hot and

fultry ; I was much indifpofed and reduced

very weak with an intermittent fever ;

After waiting until the heat of th-c

weather and the fever had almoft over-

come me, I refolved to walk down, along

jthe fid€ of the river, until I fhould meet

or fi-nd him ; as I apprehended he might

be afleepj which all negroes are extreme-

ly addided to : but in this attempt I found

the utmoft difficulty, from the almoft in-

fuperable impediments of trees fallen, and

impending over the water, deep miry

foil and leaves that funk to my knees

every ftep, impenetrable briars and under-

wood, black muddy gutts from the ri-

ver, which compelled me to make cir-

cuits of half a mile to get round each

of them, and innumerable fwarms of

I 4 muike^
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fnufketocs, ticks, poifonous infeds, Jtnd

fnakes.

Every quarter of a mile I loudly called

him, but received no anfwer. Frequently

quite overpowered with weaknefs and

fatigue, I funk down to reft, and as often,

for mere felf-prefervation and defence,

jp^s' compelled to arife again to infup-r

portable toil. At length night overtook

me, with my cloaths torn, my flefh lace?

rated and bleeding with briars and thorns^

ftung all over by poifonous infeds, fuffo-r

patcd with thirft and heat, and fainting

^nder fatigue, imbecility, and difeafe.

In this wretched miferable condition, I

at lerigth arrived at the place where I had

landed 'm the morning, having travelled

about five miles in feven hours, through

a perpetual thicket of ^Imoft impene-

trablewoods.

Here I found Richmond, faft alleep ir^

tlje canoe, jexadly in the fame fpot where

} had left him in the morning.

Being incenfed in the higheil degree, I

ffjfCf^t^ried him witli fevere punifhment^

t
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svhenKe begged me to liften to his excufe,

'* Kay mafla (fays h'e); you juft leave

* me, me fit here, great fifh jump up

^ into de canoe 3 here he be, maffa, fine'

* fifh, jnafTa ; me den very grad ; dei>

^ me fit very flill, until another great fifh

•* jump into de canoe; but me fall afleep,

« malTa, and no vsrake till you come

:

^ now, mqifTa, me know me deferve flog-

^ ging, caufe if great fifh did jump into

* de canoe, he fee me afleep, den he

^ jump out again, and I no catch him;.

^ fo, maffa, me willing now take good

* flogging.'

My pain and vexation were for a mo-

ment forgotten, and I laughed heartily at

the poor fellow's ignorance, and extreme

fimplicity, in waiting there for more fifhe^

to jump into his canoe, becaufe one had

happened to do fo j and therefore forgave

\i\% crinie,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVL

ISiUtbuJh Creek, Member of Congrefs^ Anecdotes of

the famous Mender[on, and the Origin of the npvJ

Settlement of Kentucky,

WHEN I left Mr. Alexander's, I

proceeded up the river fide to

Taylor's ferry, which is the moll fre-

quented of any on Roanoak, and is fitu-

ated on the great road leading from the

moft populous parts of the Carolinas, to

the richefl: and mofl thick fettled. divifiOn

of Virginia.

I th^n flruck out on my left hand, into

a very fine fettlement called Nutbufh,

from a creek of that name, which runs

through it ; and it is a large body of ex^

cellent land.

I put up at the houfe of a Mr. Penn, a

man of fome property, to whom I had

been furnifhed with letters of recom-

mendation and civility.

From this gentleman I received the po-

liteBi attentions, and we entered on a

3 very



United States ofAmerica. 123.

very ferious and private converfatlon oa

political fubjeds, wherein he fullv opened

his mind, and difclofed his fentiments on

that head with the moft undifguifed con-

fidence, freedom, and candour.

[The above Mr. Penn was afterwards a

delegate to Congrefs from the ftate of

North Carolina 5 and a few days fubfe-

quent to their declaration of indepen-

dence, while I was a prifoner among the

Americans, having an opportunity of

cbnverfmg with him, and finding his po-

litical principles fo totally different from

what they appeared to me to be before,

I gave him a hint thereof, which calling

back his recolledion to our former confi-

dential cohverfation, perfedly filenced

him, fo that he adually was incapable of

making any farther reply.
]

Here I alfo called at one Williams's, a

lawyer, who is faid to be, and is very

much like a mulattoe»

At
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At this houfe I happened to fall in

company, and ha^^^e a great deal of con-

verfation with one of the moft fingular,

add extraordinary perfons and excentric

geniufes in America, and perhaps in the.

world.

His name is Nathaniel Henderfon; his

father is ftill alive, a poor man, whofe

refidence is in the fettlement of NutbuQi,

where he was at this time on a vifit.

This Ton was grown up to maturity be-

fore he had been taught to read or write,

and he acquired thofe rudiments of edu-

cation, and arithmetic alfo, by his own

indefatigable induftry.

He then obtained the inferior office of

conftable; from that was promoted to the

office of under- fherifF; after this he pro-

cured a licenfe to plead as a lawyer, in

the inferior or county courts, and foon

3.fter in the fuperlor, or higheft courts of

judicature.

Even there,where oratory and eloquence

is as brilliant and powerful as in Weft^

minfler-hall, he foon became diftinguiffied

an4
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and eminent, and his fuperior genras (honef

forth with great fplendor, and univerfal

applaufe.

He was, at the fame time, a man of

pleafure, gay, facetious, and pliant ; nor

did his amazing talents, and general praife,

create him a fingle enemy.

In (hort, while yet a very young manj

he was promoted from ^he bar to the

bench, and appointed Affociate Chief

Judge of the province of North Carolina,

with a falary adequate to the dignity.

Even in this elevated ftation, his repu-

tation and renown continued to increafe.

But having made feveral large pur-

chafes, and having fallen into a train of

cxpence that his circumftances and fi-

nances could not fupport, his extenfive

genius ftruck out on a bolder tra<5t to

fortune and fame, than any one had ever

attempted before him.

Under pretence of viewing fome back

lands, he privately went out to. the Che-

rokee nation of Indians, and, for an in

-

fignificant confideration (only ten wag-

7 gons
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gons loaded with cheap goods, Tuch aS

coarfe woollens, trinkets, fome fire-arms,

and fpirituous liquors), made a purchafe

from the chiefs of the nation, of a vaffc

tra£t of territory, equal in extent to a.

kingdom; and in the excellence of cli-

mate and foil, extent of its rivers, and

beautiful elegance of fituations, inferior

to none in the univerfe. A domain of no

lefs than one hundred miles fquare, fitu-

ated on the back or interior part of Vir-

ginia, and of North and South Carolina ;

comprehending the rivers Kentucky, Che-

rokee, and Ohio, befides a variety of in-

ferior rivulets, delightful and charming

as imagination can conceive.

This tranfadion he kept a profound

fecret, until fuch time as he obtained the

final ratification of the whole nation in

form. Then he immediately invited

fettlers from all the provinces, offering

them land on the moll advantageous

terms, and propofmg to them likewife,

to form a legiflature and government

of their own ; fuch as might be mofl

conve-
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eonvenient to their particular circum-

ftances of fettlement. And he inflantly

vacated his feat on the bench.

Mr. Henderfon by this means eftab-

lifhed a new colony, numerous and re-

fpedable, of which he himfelf was ac-

tually proprietor as well as governor, and

indeed legiflator .alfo ; having framed 2l

code of laws, particularly adapted to

their fingular fituation, and local cir-

cumflances.

In vain did the different governors

fulminate their proclamations of outlaw-

ry againft him and his people : in vain

did they offer rtewards for apprehending

Mm, and forbid every perfon from join-

ing, or repairing to his fettlement ; un-

der the fandion and authority of a ge-

neral law, that renders the formal alfent

of the governors and affemblies of the

different provinces abfolutely necefTary

to validate the purchafe of any lands from

the Indian nations. For this inftance,

being the ad of the Indians theiiifelves,

they
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they defended him and his coletty, ^bei¥»g

in fad as a bulwark and barrier between

Virginia, as well as North and South Ca- .

rolina and him ; his territory lying to thef
'

weftward of their nation.

. I beg leave to obferve, that I 'do not

prefume to undertake his juftification,

but only admire his enterprifing policy ^^

and the vigour and adivity of his mirsd.

C HA P.
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CHAP. XVI.

Harrifourg. Tar River. Taketi Sick. Extremely

ill. Uncivilized Inhabitants. Handfome Women.

Injiances of worfe than Javage Brutaliiy. Avery

Jingular and diverting "Trick. Alcctmith a beautiful

Gil L AnotherJingular Trick.

ROM the converfatiori 1 tiad with

this very extraordinary perfon, Mr.

Henderfon, I entertained a flrong inclina-

tion to pay a vifit to his domain; which mull

certainly afford a. large field for fpeculation

and enterprife, being fituated in the very

heart of the continent of AmeHca, and in a

great degree precluded from the general

intercourfe of the reft of mankind, 2tnd fo-

ciety at large, being likewife feveral hundred

miles diftarit froni any other fettlfement.

However, fome liiifunderftandings atid

difturbances that I was inforrhed had broke

out between the Virginians and the Shaw-

iiefe and other Indians, I apprehended

would at this particular period render the

enterprize rather hazardous ; Mr. Hen-

derfon himfelf appearing rather intimi-

dated at the danger.

VoL.L K. Har-
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Having proceeded on my journey, I

flept at a place where they have dignified

a few log hovels with the appellation of

a town called Harrifburg, from the pra-

prietor's name.

On the day following I forded two=

i^lreams of water named Filh.ing Creek

and Tar River, fome miles diilant from

each other ; th-e laft of which is pretty

confiderabk, and very rocky.

Finding myfelf rather indifpofed, I flop-

ped at a houfe on the banks of a water-

eourfe named Napa-reed's Creek, and vvaa

compelled to remain- there all night.

In the morning I became much w^orfe,.

and foon found myfeif feized with a mofb

fevere iicknefs, here called a Seafoning

(to the country and climate.) It was a

violent bilious fever, and foon reduced

me to the verge of death.

There was nothing to be procured in-

this place fit for a Tick perfon, not even

a nurfe. Nature and a good conftitution

v^ere my only phyficians and medicir.es,

I lay
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I lay for ten days quite delirious ^nd

helplefs, and it was five weeks before I

was out of danger ; but even then, fo

extremely weak and low, that I was

fcarcely able to walk acrofs the room.

My ftrength returned fo very flowly,

that I was obliged to make a long refi-

dence in this folitary place, butthereby I be-

came much more familiarized with, and re-

conciled to the cuftoms, converfatlon, and

manners of the people, which, it muft

be confeffed, are fufficiently rude and

difgufting.

I alfo formed particular, and agreeable

enough acquaintances with the foftef fex

;

vi^ho are, to be fure, very fingular in

their manners and behaviour, although

almoft the only humanized beings in the

place. •

In their fhape and features foniie of

them are certainly very handfome, yet, at

beft, little better than beautiful favages.

But was I to relate the various Inftances I

have feen of the extreme rudenefs and

brutality of many of the men, they would

K 2 fcarcel/
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fcarcely appear credible to the civilized

part of the fpecies.

However, I fliall hazard a very few of

the moft moderate, by which fome judge-

ment of the reft may be formed.

They feem to entertain little or no

fcnfe of religion, and as little knowledge,

or fear, of a future ftate, God, or Devil.

But they all, efpecially the women, pro-

fefs an avowed partiality for Britons,

whom, notwithftanding, they call out-

iandifh folks, ignorant and unpoliihed,

thinking themfelves the only polite, know-

ing people in the world.

The following are fome of the inftances

I promifed to mention of their ferocity.

They cut off the ears and tail of a fa-

vourate cat of mine, and called it fun.

She had young ones, and the barbarians

cutoff the ears and tails of all the kittens ;

this they called high ; and were excef-

fively delighted at beholding the poor

animals agonies and contortions in death.

I accullomed myfelf to go out along

0N\i\\ them a hunting, fifhing, fwim-

ming.
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ming, fowling, &c. for my amufement

and diverfion.

Being once on a vifit at a Mr. Glen's^

he and I went to the river to fwim, it

being but a very fhort diftance from his

hoiife ; whilfl we were there, his wife

and her fifier, who were both young and

handfome, came down to the water-fide,

and in a frolic hid our cloaths.

After they had laughed at us forTome time,

they informed us where they were, and I

put mine on ; but he ran out of the water,

and purfued the women ftark naked.

Having caught his wife, he brought her

into the room v/here her filler and I were,

locked the door, took out the key, threw

her down on the bed, and notwithftanding

her utmoft endeavours to prevent him and

difengage herfelf, committed an ad: that

a mere favage would have been afliamed

to have attempted in public.

This he would afterwards boafl: of in all

companies, in the prefence of his wife and

every other lady, as an excellent joke, and

prodigious pierce of humour.

K3 I had
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I had an averfion to the fellow ever

after this, and I believe his wife liked

him no better i for fhe frequently com-

plained to me how extremely odious he

"vyas become to her.

Soon after this I played this biped a

trick, that afforded me a fufEcient fhare

of diverfion at his expence.

Being in a ftore where Glen had iuft

purchafed a very handfome fowling-

piece, I fecretly took an opportunity of

loading her with powder, and wadding

her with fpunk, charge over charge, fe-

veral times, until the barrel was almoft

full, (fpunk is a fuagous fubftance that

grovvs on the oak, wr xch catches fire like

tinder, and confumes flosvly^ until It corn,-

municates the fire to w^hatever it touches.)

After he had mounted his horfe to go

home,! dropped afpark of fire into the muz-

zle of his gun as I handed her up to him.

He then rode en very quietly, followed

at a little diftance by me and another perfon,

to whom I had difclofed the contrivance.

All
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Ail on a fuclden, as he was carrying

her on his fhoulder quite carelefbly, fhe

fired ofF with a loud report ; his horfe,

'

which was a coit fcarcely broke, being

frightened, threw him and ran away.

Being much bruifed, he was unable to

follow his horfe, and limped along to-

wards his gun ; he took her up, and be-

gan to walk flowly homewards, but ap-

peared to b^ in a Hate of great furprize

and perturbation.

In a little time fhe fired again, when

recoiling againfl the fide of his head, the

cock-pin almoii tore off his ear, and fhe

fell a fecond time on the ground.

He flood fome moments in the utmofl

terror and amazement, before he dared to

venture to take her up again ; "which how-

ever he attempted at laft, with fear and

trembling.

Viev/ing her with the greatefl timidity,

care, and attention, and finding the pan

fhut, he opened it, and feeing it bright,

unflained with fmoak, and empty, and the

izvhole piece without any uncommon ap-

|C 4 pear-
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pearance, he faid to himfelf, " Surely

J' the devil muft have been in this gun,

*' but I hope he has got out now ; how^r

?* ever, I muil; be careful."

He then walked on once more, holding

her out at arm's length from his body,

and faft with both hands ; prefently fhe

fired a third tirne, when his aftonifhment

is not to be defcribed ; he inftantly threw

her dowri, and fled behind a tree, terri-

fied beyond exprelTion, and peeping ^t

her from thence.

In this fjtuation he continued to watch

her, as ihe then lay upon tl|e ground,

until (he fired a fourth time ; upon that

lie could contain himfelf no longer, but

affrighted, left fhe fhould turri about arid

Ihoot him, fo^ he was now well cor;-

yince^ that fhe was animated, he forgot

his bruifes, and ran away as faft as his

feet could carry him, keeping under co-

yer from tree to tree, with as great caq-

tior^ as ever an Indian retreated frorn a

fuperior enemy, until he conceived him-

|elf beyond her reach, wjien he halted

t9
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to reft and breathe, being jiift ready to

link down with terror and fatigue : at

that inflant fhe fired again, and, hearing

jhe report, he took to his heels, and

never flopped any more until he reached

his own houfe ; where he declared his

full affurance that the devil, or fomething

worfe, had fixed fiis head quarters in the

fowling-piece.

Af^er he got home, he related to his

iwife, and to all his neighbours^ a mod
lamentable tale of his atchievements and

feats of prow^fs, in an engagement with

the devil ; embellifhed with many extra-

ordinary and fidiitious exploits in fupc;:-

abundance.

But the fright, and thp fall frora his

horfe, occafioned him a fevere illnefs,

which indeed had like to have put his

grand antagonlft in pofTeflion of him as

well as of his gun.

After his recovery he could never be

prevailed on to touch that fowling-piece,

although he was made acquainted with

jljie ftratagera that had been inipofed on

him-
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him ; and he was fo ridiculed and laughed

at by every one, that for a long time he

did not venture to fhow his face in public.

This was the only a(5l of retaliation I in-

Aided upon this fellow, in return for a mul-

titude ofridiculous filly mlfchiefs, and flupid

fooli(h tricks, or jokes (as he called themj,

which he was (before this one retorted oa

himfelf
)
perpetually playing oft upon me,

and every perfon he happened to fall iu

company with.

There was a rich planter's daughter,

of her own accord, undertook to polilli

me (as flie was pleafed to term it) ; this

was with the approbation of her parents

and friends, and certainly (he honoured

me with every attention, inftrudion, and

kindnefs.

Indeed, if prefents could have ren-

dered me polite, I muft have foon

become one of the moft polifhed youths

in their country -, for every prefent fhe

received from the young gentlemen in

the vicinity (which indeed v/as not a few,

the girl being exceedingly handfome), ihe

infilled
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infifted on my accepting, fo that at laft I

Jcnew not what to do with them.

Whilft I remained at this place I metwith a

•very fmgular occurrence: having purchafed

a beautiful Chickafaw horfe, named fo

from a nation of Indians who are very

careful in preferving a fine breed of Spa-

nifh horfes they have long poffefTed, un-

mixed with any other; the firft day that I

rode him, he was feized with a violent con-?

vulfion fit ; the fecond day with another
;

the third day he was afFed:ed in the fame

manner, while at grafs in the pafture ; the

fourth day he was taken in a mannei:

ftill more extraordinary, his mouth was

drawn up over his back, and he began

to move on ftraight forwards, in a diredt

line, with great fpeed and force, beating

down fences, going over the trunks of

fallen trecL . and every obftrudiion in his

way ; in this manner he rufhed on into

woods, far diftant from fettlements, and

was followed for {Q\tn miles, but being

then loft fight of, he was never iccii or

heard of more.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII.

Woods. Glade^i or Savannahs, Licks. Hunters. Wild

JJorfes. Peculiar Sentiments of an Eitropeanj en his

Arrival in America.

HERE, during my flow recovery from

this dangerous indifpofition, I be-

gan to accuftom myfelf to walk, or ride,

little diftances alone in the woods. "When

I firfl: attempted it, I was fure to get bewil-

dered and loft, every time ; which indeed

one cannot avoid, until habituated to

attend to the fun, the trees, and the

water-courfes. But it requires the ex-

perience of feveral years, to become a good

Und experienced wood's- man.

I obferved here, in different places in

the woods, fome confiderable^glades, fa-

vannahs, or meadows. Thefe are natural

openings, of a few acres in extent, quite

deflitute of timber, not a tree, nor even

the veftige of one, to be perceived in them;

but
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but the ground therein is always covered

with abundance of excellent long grafs.

Such meadows are generally to be

found near the head fpring, or fource of

fmall branches of running water, and are

as uncommon in America, as an equal ex-

tent of natural woods, and large, (lately,

lofty trees are in Europe.

Throughout this inland country, one

frequently hears of places called Licks;

which appellation, being unlntellgible to

any but the inhabitants, I fhall embrace

this opportunity to explain.

Licks are particul ar places , moftcommon-

ly on the banks of rivers, or creeks, and ,

fometimcs at fpring-head's, where the clay

or earth islmpregnated with faline particles.

Thefe places are frequented by deer,

elks, buffaloes, horned cattle, and horfes,

which daily refort to them, to lick the

earth or clay with their tongues ; this

they perform with a peculiar rellfh and

gout, and appear to take great delight

therein, coming there, for that purpofe,

from the diftance of many miles around.

^ There
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There is likewife another kind of lick^

here befides. Thefe are alfo on the banks

of rivers, lakes, ftreams of water, or large

ravines and chafms, and con fi ft of chalky

or calcarious earth, of a teftaceous qualityj

v^^hich is greedily licked up and confumed

by all thofe different animals I have alrea-

dy mentioned in the defcription of the

former of thefe places*

To the ufe of this latter kind they ard

prompted by nature and inftind, for falu-

tary and medicinal purpofes, to corretft

the acidity of the fuper-abundant vegeta-

tive juices accumulated in the flomachj

which would otherwife occafion fevere

gripings, ftridures of the bowels, and

many other painful diforders.

All thefe licks are generally frequented

by hunters with their rifles, at the dawn

of day, or on bright moon-ftiine nights,

who, by this means, feldom fail of killing

fome of the deer, elks, or buffaloes^

that refort to them at fuch private times,

for the greater fecurity.

3 Thefe
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Thefe places, however, are only to be

found or heard of in the back country,

and are generally very confiderable di-

ftance$ afunder, fome ten, twenty, and

thirty miles.

All the inhabitants throughout Ame-

rica, that are diftant from the fea, or falt-

water, give their cattle and horfes faltj

fometimes once, fometimes twice a week;

which is not only to promote their in-^

creafe of flefh, but to render them gen-

tle and tame, and to allure them to come

often to their owner's plantations ; elfe, in

the mild fouthern climate, where there is

no occafion to provide a ftock of proven-

der for them againft the winter, they

would otherwife run wild, and roam far

beyond the reach of their proprietors,

through this immenfe and unbounded

foreft.

Indeed, notwithftanding every precau-

tion, very great numbers of black cattle,

horfes, and hogs adlually do fo daily,

and run at large, entirely wild^ without

any
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any other proprietors than thofe of the

ground they happen to be found upon.

In fome parts, each perfon, in pofl'efllori

of a plantation, has what is called a right

in the woods ; by which he is entitled to

the property of a certain proportion of

the live ilock that runs wild, fuch as I

juft defcribed.

This right they difpofe of, and transfer

from party to party, in the fame manner

as affixed property.

And when they want to catch fome colts,

to render them tame and ferviceable, it is

an undertaking of no fmall difficulty to

accompliffi.

Throughout the middle and back fet-

tlements of America, there is no other

criterion to afcertain the property of black

cattle, fheep, and hogs, but ear-marks

alone ; and of horfes, than brands with

red hot irons, and ear-marks alfo.

Each perfon's mark differs from an-

other; and they are all feverally recorded

by the clerk of the county-courts where-

in they refide.

Thb
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This is fupported by the authority of the

]eglflatur6, who have decreed it felony to

alter or deface thofe marks or infignia of

property.

There is an obfervation very remarka-

ble, which occurred to me, and as I fup-

pofe to every European on his arrival in

America, but I prefume never thought on

by any native. It is an idea of reftraint,

or a want of free open air, and an ex-

tenfion of view, occafioned by the ap-

pearance of confinement, and the per-

fped;ive being always bounded by the

furrounding woods, which perpetually

limit the fight within narrower com-

pafs than the mind requires ; befides an

univerfal gloomy (hade, rendered difmal

by the intermixing branches of the lofty

trees, which over-fpread the whole coun-

try, and the fun never pervades.

This occafioned a fenfation rather pain-

ful to me for a coniiderable time, vv'hich,

however, gradually wore off, until I

could only jufl; recoiled the idea.

Vol. I. L I ac-
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I acknowledge indeed never to have

heard this obfervation mentioned by any

one whomfoever ; but as it ftruck me
mod forcibly, I have therefore every

reafon to believe that others have like-

wife perceived, at firft, the fame kind

of fenfations, if they began to travel fooq

after their arrival in this part of America.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XIX.

appearance of the Country^ Difeafes of the Climate.

Snakes. Game. Raccoons. Defcr'iptlon of the Op-

pojfum. Beer made of Perfm.mons. Cheapnefs of

Land. Delightful Climate. Stanzas written in

Solitude.

'
I
'HE face of the country, ever fince

A I left Mr. Eaton's, has been gra-

dually fwelling more and more into hills

and dales, which are here called bottoms,

as I advanced weftward; and the land is

likewife more mixed with ftones, which

alfo continue to increafe in magnitude.

The foil is a compofition of reddifh clay

and loam, ftrong and fertile ; the woods

iefs intermingled with pines, and more

with oak and hickory ; and the water

every v^rhere excellent, running in vafl

mtiltitudes of beautiful clear ftreams.

The country and climate is in general

healthy, the low grounds of the rivers

alone otherwife, particularly thofe of the

Roanoak, occafioned by exhalations arif-

ing from the damp foil, flagnated wa-

L 2 ters.
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ters, arid by the putrefcence of the aii-j

whofe free circulation is " prevented, in

fuch fituations, by lofty thick woods, im-

pervious to the brighteft beams of the

fun, under which a difmal gloom and in-

falubrious moifture eternally reigns.

The inhabitants of thefe places, and

their neareft vicinity, are fubje^l to ob-

ftinate intermittents ; thefe, and bilious

complaints, being the chief and moft

prevailing endemial difeafes throughout

this country.

There are likewife great numbers of

all kinds of ferpents in thefe ijtuations,

particularly that moft poifonous and

dreadful of all, the rattle-fnake j and

the more filent iand dangerous moccoflbns

alfo abound, efpecially in arid near the

fwamps, guts, and rivers, but are not

met with fo frequently.

Game is very plenty here, particularly

deer, beavers, otters, raccoons, and that

very extraordinary animal the oppoffum,

the female of which has a double, or

falfe belly : within it the young ones

grow
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grow to the teats, like fruit to the ftalk,

and drop off at a certain period.

After (he has brought forth her young,

during the feafon of their infancy, when-

ever they perceive danger nigh, they al}

run into the mother's bag, or falfe belly,

for fecurity and refuge.

Both thefe and the raccoons are ufed

for food, generally barbicued, or roafted,

and their flefli is not unpleafant.

There are alfo fome wolves, and mul-

titudes of foxes, wild turkies very large

fat and fine, wild-geefe, ducks, and

fquirrels innumerable, which make moii

excellent foup ; alfo wood-peckers and

jays of feveral different kinds ; befide^

a vafl variety of other animals, birds^

beafts, &c. too many even to enumerate.

Great numbers of trees in the woods^

efpecially in the low grounds, are covered

with vines, and bend under the weighs

of the ripe grapes, w^hich are fufpended

in accumulated multitudes of large and

delicious clufters.

I; 3 T^*^''^
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There Is alfo a remarkable fruit named
the perfimmon, growing wild, about as

large as the biggeft Orleans plum, of a

bright fcarlet colour, with four or five

very hard feeds in each, nearly of the

fize and fliape of thofe of tamarinds,

and the pulp of the fruit, when per-

fedly ripe, is of a fharp, but lufcious

fweetnefs.

As other fruits are ripened by the fun,

fo the perfimmon is by the frofl: in con-

jundion with it ; for although beautiful

and tempting to the eye, they cannot be

eaten, and fcarcely even tafled, before

they are maturated, or meliorated, by fe-

veral fharp frofts, previous to which they

are aufiere, rough, and aftringent, to a

greater degree than any other vegetative

fubftance, or produdion, whatfoever.

All animals are exceffively fond of this

fruit, particularly the oppofTums and rac-

coons, who are generally found on, or

near the perfimmon-trees. Thefe trees

are as large as oaks, elms, or aih, and

are
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are dlftindly divided into male and fe-

male, the male never bearing fruit.

In fome places, where? apples and cy-

der ate fcarce, the inhabitants gath<°r the

perfimmons, after they are perfedly ripe,

knead them into a kind of dough, or

pafte, with v^heat bran, vvhich they form

into loaves, and bak^ in ovens : of thefe

they brew a fermented liquor, which is

called perfimmon beer. This ferves for

their common drink, and is tolerably

pleafant and wholefome. it is fometimes,

though rarely, diftilled into brandy.

Thefe trees grow chiefly in or near

about the edges of glades, favannahs, and

in old fields, as they term fuch places

where the timber has been cut down, the

land worn <5ut, impoverifhed, or tired

with culture, and young trees have not

fprung up ; for the perfimmon is found

to thrive in the pooreft foil, almoft as

1?vell as in the mofl fertile.

Throughout this back country, there

are fo many rich and valuable tracts of

land frequently to be difpofed of, for

L 4 coa-
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confideratlons infinitely inferior to their

real worth, that a man of refledtion,

even a traveller, cannot always withftand

the temptation.

Here I have evinced the truth of this

obfervation for the lecond time, having

made a purchafe of a furvey, containing

four hundred and fifty acres of excellent

land, adjoining Flat river, with a cleared

plantation, and a houfe upon it, for only

one hundred pounds (lerling.

The firft purchafe I made was on the

banks of the Roanoak, nine miles above

Eaton's ferry; it confifted of five hun-

dred and fifty acres, of which about one

hundred was in Virginia, moflly low

grounds, and the reft in North Carolina,

the dividing frontier line interfering

the land. On this there is a planta-

tion, houfes, orchards, &;c. and a public

ferry.

The fmall part of this trad that lies in

Virginia coft me two hundred poinids,

although I gave but fifty pounds more for

2^11 te reft of the furvey that is on the

NortU
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North Carolina fide of the frontier line,

being four hundred and fifty acres.

On this plantation I fettled an overfeer,

with a few negroes, and flock ; and com-

mitted the whole to the care of my friend,

Mr. Alexander, with whom I regularly

correfponded.

But with this lafl purchafe I was not

fo well fatisfied, for when I refleded on

the fituation of it, I found it muft be an

incumbrance, being fo far inland, and fo

far diftant from navigation, that there

was but a flender profpe<51: of my reaping

any benefit thereby.

This confideration induced me to

offer it again for fale, and in the dif-

pofal thereof, I was more fortunate than

1 had any reafon to apprehend, hav-

ing fold it for fifty pounds more than it

colt me, to a planter, who had juft re-
""

moyed out to this place with his family,

from the interior part of Virginia, and

intended to make fome more purchafes

of adjacent trads that were quite con-

tiguous to this, and thereby, very oppor-

tunely tq jne, enhanced its value.

T^is



i§4 -^ ^oiir hi the

The winter, if you may call fo the

fineft time of the year, is in this part of

the continent more pleafant and agreeable

than can be conceived ; neither fo hot as

to incommode, nor fo cold as to ^ifpleafe j

but is conftantly a feries of the moft de-

lightful weather imaginable : ever clear,

bright, and ferene, the face of nature is

perpetually fmiling.

As a fpecimen of the fentiments which

tliis lonefome, reclufe fituation infpireSj

the following (lanzas, or ode, may not

be unacceptable, which claim no farther

merit than evincing the natural bias of

the human mind to philanthropy and be-

nevolence, when detached from the ge-

neral intercourfe of polifhed fociety, and

diverted of the difguife and incumbrances

of modern company and refinement.

It was addrefTed to Robert Alexander,

efq. colonel of the militia of the county

of Mecklenburg, in Virginia, the gentle-

man whom I have already mentioned.

STAN-
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S* T A n' Z^i.jA . :$i:: ,

Or, an P D E; to a F R I E N D.

I.

Whllft my friend is improving his fortune and mind.

On the banks of the rapid RpanQa.k.5 .loD

Here to filence. and fojitude am I cpftflti'd.

Like a bird ju/J (pfcap'd ir^^/%\i^ih^yif]^\\- -. -,
, .

.. ,
. . .jj. ..., vo •:;.:;./ :,:'

While merchants are fcheming and tcilirig for gains,

Ufing means that are honeft, or vile }
v..

Whilft narrow-foul'd mifers are racking their-braitis.

To heap up more gold, and more guile,

III.

Whilft orators proftitute talents for fee.

And juftice gives way to tn3 cafli
}

Whilft the virtuous, the j-oor are refpq£led |)y luc.

And rich rafcals fmart under ipy laih,
f
.......

.

* ^

IV.

While doftors fell health, by the grain, in retail,

And barter off death by the lump ;
• '

Whilft int'refl and power againft merit prevail.

And honour's lopt low to the ftump,

* The author being then juft recovering from a

moft fevere illnefs.

V. In
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V.

In obfcurlty ftill 'tis my wifh to remain.

Since negledled, forfaken, ret/r'd }

I'^or riches and fplendour, with guile, I difdain.

Nor by me are high titles defir'd.

VI.

Contentment alone do I covet in life.

And friendfliip with you to enjoy ;

This adds to our pleafure, and banifhes ftrife.

And wifely our days we'll employ,

VII,

Reviewing paft time, *tis with rapture we find^.

That at length we've difcover'd the right.

Rude, noify enjoyments expel'd from our mind,

Each fcene now ferene is, and bright.

VIIL

Our afTociates in former tumultuous life.

With grief, we fee rufliing along ;

Contending, with eager exertion and ftrife, *

To excel in the culpable throng.

IX.

Let the Mufe their deformities glaringly fhow,

And Vice in her colours difplay ;

Awak'ning refleftion will urge them to know.

They, like butterflies^ blaze but a day,

X. In
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X.

In all the gay flutter of fafhion and drefs.

They approach me,—expelling my praife 5

Since, like them, abandoned to e/ry excefs.—*

Let them liften, with heed, to my lays.

XI.

'** For once then to truth and good-humour defcend,'

" Nor wax thus ill-natur'dly warm ;

•* But bear with the cordial advice of a friend

*' Who can blufli for himfelf, and reform.

XII.

*' Too long, my dear Sirs, have you madly deny*d

*' A rational ufe to your eyes ;

** And look'd on thofe adlions with envy and pride,

'* Which refle<5tion uiuft hate and defpife,

XIII.

** In praife of the fatal excefles of wine,

** Difdain to be feen with a pen ;

*' Nor boaft of being rais'd into fomething divine,

** When debas'd greatly lower than men.

XIV.

*• Where murder for honour is fliamefully dreft,

*' O never attempt to defend j

*' Nor plunge the fell fword, for a cafual jeft,

" In the breaft of your worthieft friend.

XV. To



XV.

^* To a laueh never martyr an innocent name^

** *.Tis a malice moft cruelly cool ;

•* Nor plunge the foft virgin in anguift and fliame,

•' For the loudeft applaufe of a fool.

XVI.

•' When fatally fond the fweet vidim is grown»
*' In pity, in juftice, forbear;

** And think that a fifter, or child of your own,
*« May be drawn to difgrace and defpair,

XVII.

f* But let merit, where'er it may chance to engage,

*' Oblige you to praife and proted ;

*• And the iilver- white ringlets of reverend age,

*« Still meet with a decent refpedl,

XVIII.

'* Such conduct will add to your happinefs more
*' Than all your miftaken purfuirs

;

** Give zeft to your pleafures, and weight to your ftore,

** Diftinguifliing reafon from brutes."

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

Nfu-'ft'-Mhc)'. HUlJlorcifgh. Strong Poji, Haw
Fields. Shigular Phenomenon. Accountedfor.

1"HE laft two confiderable flreams of

water that I eroded on my way to

this place, Fifhing-creek and Tar-river, re-

ceiving feveral inferior creeks and branches

in their courfe, from a tolerable large ri-

ver, which paffing by Tarburg, falls into

the immenfe body of water, that is known

by the appellation of Pamplico found, at

Bath town, after a courfe of about an

hundred and fifty miles, in a dired line,

from the fource.

It was in February when I left this place,

and again proceeded on my journey.

At the end of two miles, I croffed Flat

river, and in two miles farther, Little river;

fhefe, with another river (the Eno) within

a couple of miles more, meet fome fmall

diftance below, and form the river Newfe.

Each of thefe fmall rivers, is larger than

the Thames at Richmond, and the Newf^

i^ not much inferior to the Roanoak.

After
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After a courfe of more than three huil-

dred miles, it empties itfelf in PampUco

found, about thirty miles below the town

of Newbern, which is fometimes called,

and lately eftablifhed as the capital of

North-Carolina.

This town is fituated in a very beau-

tiful fpot, on the banks of the Newfe, at

the confluence of a pretty ftream, named

Trent river.

After a ride of twenty-two miles, I ar-

rived at Hillfborough, where I dined and

pafTed the reft of the day.

This is the third appellation this town

has already been honoured with fmce it was

ereded, being firft named Corben-town,

next Childfburg, now Hillfborough ; all

in lefs than thirty years.

It is alfo the capital of a diftri<3:, and the

county-town of Orange.

Hillfborough is a healthy fpot, en-

joys a good {hare of commerce for an

inland town, and is in a very promifing

ftate of improvement.

6 The
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The land, for fome diftance around Hillf-

borough, confifts of a mixture of loam and

ftrong red clay of fo bright a colour that

white horfes and cattle, foon after they

are brought there, become in appearance

a fine fcarlet.

In the vicinity of Hilhborough, and to

the weftward of it, there are a great many

very fine farms, and a number of excel-

lent mills.

The inhabitants are chiefly natives

of Ireland and Germany, but of the

very lowell and moft ignorant clafs,

who export large quantities of exceeding

good butter and flour, in waggons, to

Halifax, Peterfburg, &c. befides multi-

tudes of fat cattle, beeves, and hogs.

There is a very fteep and high hill, or

fmall mountain, with two fummits o£ an

equal height, on the fouth-vveft of Hillf-

borough, which arifes abruptly in the

middle of an extenfive plain, and com-

mands the whole country for a great di-

fl:ance around.

Vol. I. M This
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This might eafily be rendered a ve-

ry ftrong poft, by works thrown up on

the fummits, which are near enough

to cover and fupport each other, and fo

fituated, as the communication between

them could not be interrupted. The

flanks and rear likewife would be ftrength-

ened by the river Eno, which runs at the

bafe of this mountain, and wafhes two

fides of it.

The ftaple produce of all this coun-

try being provifions of every kind, a

fortified poft in this place, would thereby

be enabled to fubfift and maintain itfelf in

every neceffary fupply, excepting arms and

flmmunition, and might be defended, by a

fmall force, againft a very confiderable

and fuperior army.

Almoft every man in this country has

been the fabricator of his own fortune,

and many of them are very opulent.

Some have obtained their riches bycom-

merce, others by the prad:ice of the law,

which in this province is peculiarly lucra-

tive, and extremely oppreffive; but moft of

them
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them have acquired their pofielTions by-

cropping, fanning, and induftry.

I dined next day, by invitation, at the

houfe of Mr. Frank Nafh.

[Since then it has happened, in the

viciffitudes of fortune, that Mr. Nafh and

the author were engaged in battle on dif-

ferent fides ; Mr. Nafh as a General in the

American army, and the author a Captain

in the Britifh, at the adlion of German-

Town, near Philadelphia, where Mr. Nafh

received his mortal wound.]

Here, at Mr. Nafh's, I^ happened to

meet a Mr. Mabin (a native of Ireland)

who very kindly infifted on my accom-

panying him to his feat on Haw river,

adjoining the Haw fields, to fpend fome

weeks there.

Having a great defire to view the Haw
fields, a place I had heard much about, I

went along with him to his plantaiit)n,

which 13 about an eafy day's ride, weft of

Hillfbcrough.

M 2 Mr.
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Mr. Mabln's farm is very valuable and

cxtenfive, but not particularly remarkable.

I rode feveral times over the Haw fields,

but could not perceive any thing in them

extraordinary.

They confift partly of wide favan-

nahs, or glades, and partly of large

fields overgrown with fhrubs, brufh, and

low under- wood, entirely deftitute of

heavy timber. But there appears many

veftiges of trees, which in all probability

have been blown down by a hurricane,

and the young (hoots afterwards choaked

by the extreme thicknefs of the low

buQies, and fcrubby underwood. This

I have alfo obferved to be the cafe in ma-

ny other places befides.

From the efFe<5t of thefe moft violent

and tremendous hurricanes and torna-

does, which being fometimes partial, fre-

quently move in ftrange fantaflic direc-

tions, and from the irrefiflible force of

the wind, and the vaft deluges and innun-

dations of water that generally accompany

them, all the appearances may be readily

ac-
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accounted for in a common and natural

way, which, however, have lately given

fcope to an ingenious, celebrated, and ele-

gant author's (Dr. Dunbar) and others of

lefs note (Mr. Carver,&c.) vague imagina-

tions ; hazarding their fanciful and wild

conjedures of fome of thefe being veftiges

of military works, erected many ages pafl,

by a people then converfant in that fci-

ence, but whofe defcendants,^)///z£' Jnere dint

of practice^ (for war and hunting appear

from the moft early period of time to have

been the fole ftudy and occupation of their

lives,) and by fome other equally abfurd

and unaccountable tranfitions,have thereby

forgotten, and, at this day, have loft every

trace thereof.

Indeed it muft be confefled, that the

elephant's bones, or thofe of fome other

unknown animal of vaft magnitude, found

on the banks of the river 0-hio, the

antique feulptures in the Delaware's

countrv, on the north-weft fide of that

amazing river, the (hells and marine

fubftances in the Alegany mountains,

M 3
toge-
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togettier with many other ftrange appear-

ances and fingular phenomena, fo frequently

to be met with throughout this moll ex-

tenfive continent, difplay a fertile field

for a creative, fanciful genius to explore,

and may give rife to the moft novel, ele-

gant, and beautiful flights' of imagina-

tion, and the brighteft, moft ingenious,

and fplendid embeiliihments of fiction.

However, I have reafon to believe, that

fome of the Haw fields have been cleared

of woods by the Indians, in ages paft, who

were undoubtedly fettled here y many in-

fignia, and veftiges of the remains of

their towns, Hill remainixigii

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXI.

Haw river. Deep river. Cape Fear river, Carro-

way mountains. Grand and elegant Perfpedl'ive. Bad

Accommodations. Unfuitable to an Epicure, or a

Pent Mailre.

A V#ING It in. fpeculation to vifit

Henderfon's fettlcment on Ken-

tucky, I mentioned my intention to Mr.

Mabinj vvho appeared very ftrenuous in

difTuading mefrom undertaking fuch an en-

terprize at prefent, on account of the mif-

underftanding and didurbances now fub-

fifting between the Indians and the Whites.

He informed me of a report, that even

Henderfon's whole fettlement was either

exterminated, or in imininent danger of

being fo.

' For this reafon, I concluded to pofl-

pcne this arduous imdertakmg, until

fuch time as more certain and favourable

intelligence of their fituation in the fettle-

ment (hould arrive, and a better profpefl

of reaching it without moleftation.

M 4 On
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On the third evening after I came here,

a gentleman, named Frohawk, called at

Mr. Mabin's, on his return to Salifbury,

where he refided.

As he tarried all night, we had much

converfation, and from his accounts of

the Catawba Indians, my curiofity was

ftrongly excited to vifit their nation, which

was only about an hundred miles beyond

the town of Salifbury.

Accordingly, having exprefled my de-

iire and intention to Mr. Frohawk, he was

fo obliging as to propofe to conduct and

accompany me; an opportunity and eli-

gible offer, which I with great fatisfadion

embraced, and fet out along with him

next morning.

The road we travelled in is named the

Great Trading Path, and leads through

Hillfborough, Salifbury, &c. to the Ca-

tawba towns, and from thence to the Che-

rokee nation of Indians, a confiderable

diftance weftward.

We forded the Haw river, which is

there about twice as broad as the Thames

at
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at Putney, and within a few miles farther,

in the like manner, we crofled Reedy ri-

ver, another branch of the fame ftream,

and as large.

We dined juft by a Quaker's meeting-

houfe, and in the afternoon croffed Deep -

river, at a ford. This is alfo about twice

as wide as the Thames at Putney, and

joins the Haw river fome diftance below,

after wafliing the bafe of the north-eaft

fide of a ridge or chain of high hills,

named the Carroway mountains.

The Haw is then a large river, and

runs through the fettlement and town of

Crofs creek, which is chiefly inhabited

by Scots emigranis from theweftern High-

lands and the Hebrides* : it then affumcs

a new appellation, being called the North-

weft, or Cape Fear river, and paiiing by

the town of Wilmington, which has been

frequently confide: ed as the metropolis of

* For an accoun: of the unhappy fate of this

loyal and patriotic fettlement, on account of their

attachment to their King and Country, fee Chap.

xxxi.

North-
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North-Carolina, on the north-eaft, and

Brunfvvick, which is a little lower on the

wePiern bank of the river, it falls into

the Atlantic ocean at Cape Fear, after a

courfe of more than three hundred miles

from the foiirce.

We lodged that night at an inn or or-

dinary, as it is called here, at the foot of

the Carroway mountains, which we had

frequently had a glimpfe of, during this

day's ride.

We purfued our journey early on the

following morning, which was extremely

pleafant and fine; and when we arrived at

the fummit of the mountain, the fun jufl

began to verge above the horizon.

Here I alighted, and indulged myfelf

in gazing with great delight on the wild

and extenfive profpe6; around me.

On the north-eaft I beheld the mountains

atHillfborough, diflant above fifty miles ;

on the fouth-weft, the mountains near

Salifbury ; and on the weft, Tryon moun-

tains
J
with the wide extended foreft be-

low, embrowned with thick woods, and

inter-
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interfeded with dark^ winding, narrow

chafnis, which marked out the courfe of

the different mighty ilreams that mean-

dered through this enormous vale ; thinly

interfperfed on the banks of which, the

farms and plantations appeared like as

many infignificant fpots, that, while they

pointed out the induftry, ferved alfo to

expofe the littlenefs of man.

On this fpot I could with pleafure have

pafled the day, had not a craving, keen

appetite reminded us, that there are more

gratifications neceffary for our fupport,

than feafting our eyes; fo we defcended

the mountain, and purfued our journey.

It was fortunate for me, that at this

time, my conftitutlon, health, and tafle,

enabled me to fubfifl: on any kind of food,

without repining, and with fuiEcient fa-

tisfa<Sion, however coarfe or unufual it

might be. For this is not an enterprife for

an epicure, or a petit maitre : the apprehen-

fions of peri(hing with hunger and v/ant,

would as effediially deter the one fromfiich
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an undertaking, as the dread of abfolutely

expiring with fatigue and hardfhips,

would the other ; the fare and accom-

modations a traveller meets with through-

out this country, being very indifferent

indeed, even at beft, and generally mi-

ferable and wretched beyond defcription,

excepting at warm or opulent planters

houfes, where there is always a profufion

of every thing, but in the coarfeft and

plaineft flyle.

The greater number of thofe who tra-

vel through this country, have acquaint-

ances among the inhabitants, at whofe

houfes they generally put up every night,

and feldom call at ordinaries.

Thofe that drive and accompany wag-

gons on a journey, fleep in the woods

every night under a tree, upon dry leaves

on the ground, with their feet towards a

large fire, which they make by the road

fide, wherever night happens to overtake

them, and are covered only with a blan-

ket. Their horfes are turned loofe in the

woods, only with leather fpancills or fet-

I ters
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ters on two of their legs, and each with a

bell faflened by a collar round his neck, by

which they are readily found in the morn-

ing. Provifions and provender, both for

men and horfes, are carried along with

them, in the waggon, fufficient for the

whole journey.

Even thefe advantages, trifling as they

may appear, a traveller on horfeback is

dellitute of, and is obliged to truft to Pro-

vidence, and the country through which

he pafles, for accommodation and fubfift-

ence ; both of which are not always to be

met with, and even when they are, are

feldom as good, never better than the

waggoners.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXII.

Tadk'm River. SaUJhury. Beautiful Perfpc^lve. Tryon

Mountain. BruJJjy Mountains. The King Moun-

tain clijlinguij]:)ed for the unhappy Fate of the gallant

Major Fcrgiifon.

ATE in the afternoon v/e crofTed

the river Yadkin, at a ford, fix or

feven miles beyond which is the town of

SaUfbury, where we arrived that evening,

being about one hundred and twenty

miles wePc-fouth-weft from Hillfborough.

The Yadkin is a very large ftream of

water, at leaft three times as wide as the

Thames at Putney : it runs through a

rich and extenfive country, enters South

Carolina, paiTmg through the Chaw-

raws, having a vaft body of low grounds

and rich rice and indigo lands on each

fide, before which it aflumes the name

of Great Pcedee, and falls into the Atlan-

tic Ocean a few miles below George-

Town, which {lands on the weft fide of

a bay



United States of America, 175

a bay named Winyaw, formed within

the mouth of this river, receiving a great

many inferior ftreams in its courfe, which

is remarkably crooked, being above live

hundred miles along with its meanders,

and more than four hundred miles, in a

direG: line, from its fource.

Salifbury is the capital of a diflriil,

and is the county town of Roan: it is

fituated on a fmall creek that runs into

the Yadkin on the fouth-weft fide.

This town is larger than Hillfborough,

and lefs than Halifax ; but does not fliare

an equal degree of commerce with the

leaft of them.

The trade from Salifbury is pretty ex-

actly divided between the towns on James

River in "Virginia, and Charles Town in

South Carolina.

There is a beautiful romantic moun-

tain a few miles due fouth from

Salifbury, v/hich being hen from the

town produces a very fine eifeft, as the

Carrovvay mountains do alfo, the tops of

which are likewife to be perceived.

I went



Ij6 A Tour in the

- I went to the fummit of this delight-

ful mountain, on the brow neareft to the

town, and from thence beheld a per-

fpe6tive, beautiful, extenfive, and grand,

as I always do fuch a fcene, with fupe-

rior pleafure.

On the north-eaft I obferved the Carro-

way mountains ; on the north-weft, at

fifty miles diftancc, the Brufhy Moun-

tains, the Montague Hills, and the

King's Mountain on the weft.

[It was on this mountain that gallant

officer and excellent partizan, MajorFergu-

fon, of the Britifti army, and his whole

detachment, were cut off^, and killed by a

vaft fuperiority of the rebels, in November

1780 ; by which misfortune this place

has unhappily become diftinguilhed.]

On the fouth and eaft I beheld an

unbounded plain; and the whole an im-

menfe foreft, without limits, interfperfed

with vaft water-courfes, and thinly fpotted

with fettiements.

Mr.
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Mr. Frohawk being prevented by an

unforefeen accid'^nt from accompanying

me to the Catawba nation, I fet out

alone, and after a fatiguing ride of fixty

miles, arrived at a little town, named

Charlottefburg, at night -, having forded

feveral water- courfes during the day,

which form Rocky River, a branch of the

Yadkin.

Charlottefburg is an ineonfide rable

place, and in England would not be

thought deferving of even the name of a

village. It flands upon a creek that

runs into the Catawba River, is not a

county town, and its trade and fhare of

commerce is very infignificant.

During this day's ride, I obferved that

the fettlements are fewer, the plantations

fmaller, and the land, in appearance, lefs

fertile, than on. the other fide of Salif-

bury.

Vol. I. N CHAP,
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CHAP. XXllI.

Blazed Path, Origin and Ufc thereof, Defcription

of a Back Wood's Rijleman. Hisjlrange Drefs and

•peculiar Sentiments..

THROUGHOUT all this country,

and in every back fettlement in

America, the roads and paths are firft

marked out by blazes on the trees, cut

alternately on each fide of the way, every

thirty or forty yards : thefe are renewed

every time the roads are repaired.

A blaze is a large chip lliced off the

fide of a tree with an axe ; it is above

twelve inches in length, cut through the

bark and fome of the fap wood, and by

its white appearance, and brightnefs,

when frefh made, ferves to direct the

way in the night as well as in the day.

The miles are chiefly computed, and

are afcertained by notches chopped in the

nearell tree ; a notch for every mile.

The firfi blazed paths originated in this

manner :
' when any perfon went from

one
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one place to another through the woods,

where it would have been difficult, if not

impofTible, to return upon his track, he

fell upon this method of blazing each

fide of the trees, at certain diftances,[as he

pafled on, and thereby retraced his way
in returning, without the lead trouble.

The convenience and fimplicity of this

mode has rendered it univerfal through-

out the whole back country.

It became the more readily adopted,

as all who travel beyond the roads and

beaten tracks, always have tomahawks in

their belts ; which, in fuch fituations

and circumftances, are more ufeful than

any thing, except the rifle-barreled fire-

locks ; both of which all the male in-

habitants habituate themfelves conftantly

to carry along with them every where.

Their whole drefs is alfo very fingular,

and not very materially different from

that of the Indians ; being a hunting

fhirt, fomewhat refembling a waggoner's

frock, ornamented with a great many

fringes, tied round the middle with a

N 2 broad
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broad belt, much decorated alfo, in wbich

is faftened a tomahawk, an inftrument

that ferves every purpofe of defence and

convenience ; being a hammer at one fide

and a fharp hatchet at the other ; the

fhot bag and powder-horn, carved with a

variety of whimfical figures and devices,

hang from their necks over one fhoulder;

and on their heads a flapped hat, of a

reddifii hue, proceeding from the in-

tefifely hot beams of the fun.

Sometimes they wear leather breeches,

made of Indian drefled elk, or deer fkins,

but mope frequently thin trowfers.

On their legs they have Indian boots,

or leggings, made of coarfe woollen

cloth, that either are wrapped round

loofely and tied with garters, or are laced

upon the outfide, and always come better

than half way up the thigh: thefe area

great defence and prefsrvative, not only

againft the bite of ferpents and poifonous

infers, but likewife againft the fcratches

of thorns, briars, fcrubby buihes, and

under-
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underwood, with which this whole coun-

try is infefted and overfpread.

On their feet they Ibmetimes wear

pumps of their own manufadlure, but

generally Indian moccolTons, of their own

conftrudion alfo, which are made of

ftrong elk's, or buck's fldn, dreffed foft

as for gloves or breeches, drawn together

in regular plaits over the toe^, and lacing

from thence round to the fore part of the

middle of the ancle, without a feam in

them, yet fitting clofe to the feet, and

are indeed perfecftly eafy and pliant.

Thus habited and accoutered, with his

rifle upon his fhoulder, or in his hand, a

back-wood's man is completely equipped

for vifiting, courtfhip, travel, hunting,

of war.

And according to the number and va-

riety of the fringes on his hunting fhirt,

and the decorations on his powder-horn,

belt, and rifle, he eftimates his finery,

and abfolutely conceives himfelf of equal

confequence, more civilized, polite, and

more elegantly dreffed than the moil bril-

N 3 liant
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liant peer at St. James's, in a fplendid

and expenfive birth- day fuit, of the firft

fafhion and tafte, and mofl: coftly ma-

terials.

Their hunting, or rifle fhirts, they

have aifo died in variety of colours, fome

yellow, others red, fome brown, an4

many wear them quite white.

Such fentiments as thofe I have jufl

expofed to notice, are neither fo ridicu-

lous nor furprifmg, when the circum-

flances are confidered with due attention,

that prompt the back-wood's American

to fuch a train of thinking, and in which

light it is, that he feels his own confe-

quence, for he finds all his refources in

himfelf.

Thus attired and accoutered, as al-

ready defcribed, fet him in the midft of

a boundlefs foreft, a thoufand miles from

an inhabitant, he is by no means at

a lofs, nor in the fmalleft degree dif-

mayed.

With his rifle he procures his fubfifl:-

ence j with his tomahawk he ereds his

fiiejter.
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ilielter, his wigwam-, his houfe, or what-

ever habitation he may chufe to refide in ;

he drinks at the cryftal fpring, or the

near eft brook ; his wants are all eafily

fupplied, he is contented, he is happy.

For felicity, beyond a doubt, confifts, in

a great meafure, in the attainment and

gratification of our defires, and the ac-

complifhment of the utmoft bounds of

our wifhes.

This digreflion, which I thought ne-

ceflary to imprefs an idea of the fmgu-

lar appearance and fentiments of thefe

men, for that reafon, I am hopeful, will

be cxcufed ; and for which, I flatter my-

felf, this will be deemed a fufficient apo-

logy.

N 4 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIV.

Cataivha Indians, The King. Once a powerful

Nation. Cujioms. Depopulation. Caufes thereof*

Jldanner of Life* Abortions of the young Women*

N the morning following I purfued

my journey to the Catawba towns,

which are between thirty and forty miles

diftant from Charlottefburg.

Having hired a perfon at Charlottef-

burg, who was well acquainted in the

nation, and converfant in their language

and cuftoms, to ferve as my guide, and

interpreter, if there fhould be occalion,

we arrived at the nation that evening.

Our horfes were turned out loofe, and

we lodged in a wigwam belonging to a

family of thefe Indians, in which my
guide was very intimate.

My bed was a large bear's fkin, with

a blanket to cover me, and I llept on the

ground, before the fire. . Being very much

fatigued, I refted tolerably well, and in

the
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the morning I arofe early, as ufual, and

walked out to view the town.

This day I had the honour of being

introduced to the king, or chief of the

Catawba nation, whofe hard-mouthed

Indian appellation I cannot recoiled:, but

his Engliih name was Joe.

He appeared to be a ftrong, ftraight,

well-looking, robuft fellow, little or no

way diftinguifhable from the reft, other-

wife than in the accidental gifts of his

perfon ; for he feemed to me the likelieft,

beft made, and handfomeft man in the

nation*--

I was. not a little furprlfed to find that

they all fpoke Englifh very intelligibly;

and they informed me that they under-

ftand, and pronounce it as well as their

own language.

This once numerous, powerful, and

even lately very refpedable nation, is now
dwindled away almoft to nothing, there

being at this time no m.ore than fixty or

feventy warriors in the whole, and fuch

they are, as would excite the derifion

and
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and contempt of the more weftern fa-

vages, for thefe are in a kind of ftate of

civilization, which the Indians confider as

enervating effeminacy, and hold it in the

utmoft abhorrence.

The Catawbas afford a melancholy

example, and llriking, but infuperable

proof, of the ruin and fatality brought on

any Indian nation, by the intemperance

and vicinity of the fettlements of the

whites.

This aftonifhing havoc and depopula-

tion, which is indeed mofl alarming, -

grievous, and awful, and truly painful for

humanity to reflect upon, has been occa-

fioned, in a great meafure, by the intro-

dudion of the fmall-pox and fpirituous

liquors.

Their injudicious treatment of that

infectious malady, generally renders it

fatal, for they make ufe of hot Simulating

medicines to promote a moft profufe dia-

phorefis, in the height of which, whilfl

reeking with fweat, and dlffolving in

llreams of warm moifture, they rufh out

intq
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into the open air, quite naked, and fud-

denly plunge into the deepeft and coldeft

ftream of running water that can be

found, immerfmg their whole body ia

the chilling flood.

It may well be fuppofed, that if their

recovery was doubtful before, this ren-

ders it totally impollible ; and the poor

unfortunate vidims fall facrifices to the

mofl wretched ignorance and folly.

The deleterious efFeds of fpirituous

liquors are not lefs notorious and exten-

five ; for thefe unhappy wretches are one

and all perfedly devoted to the immo-

derate ufe of them, when to be obtained

by any means whatfoever in their power

;

and an univerfal inebriation conftantly

occafions a moll dreadful carnage, which

all the perfuafions and power of the wo-

men, invariably exerted for that laudable

purpofe, is never able to prevent.

Yet after the fatal paroxyfm of in-

toxication has ceafed, no revenge is grati-

fied, no refentments are indulged by the

rela-

1
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relations and friends of the murdered, a-

gainft the furvivor.

The brothers, the fathers, the fons of

the deceafed, are perfedly reconciled to,

and in the ftrid:eft harmony and friend-

fhip with thofe that perpetrated the fan-

guinary deed. All unite in exculpating

the adlors from Intentional crime, throw-

ing the whole blame and fligma of evil

and guilt on the wicked and pernicious

fpirlts that gave rife to the whole.

Although every one execrates the abo-

minable liquor, and appears to Ihow the

deepefl contrition for the dreadful fcene

of which that alone was the fole caufe,

yet if they can procure as much more the

very next night as will completely intoxi-

cate them, they cannot refift the tempta-

tion, even if they were afliired of as

much mifchief as before proceeding

from it.

The women, therefore, as foon as they

difcover fpirituous liquors in the houfe,

hut, or wigwam, begin immediatel)t^to

fecrete
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fecrete and convey away every dangerous

weapon and inftrument of death.

The latent efFe£ts of thefe are not lefs

prejudicial and deftrudive to population

than thofe more immediate and apparent.

For the warrior negleds his hunting ; the

fquaw negleds her agriculture -, the mo-

ther negleds her children; ill health and

difeafe fucceed, v»^hich generally termi-

nate in the final exit of the unhappy vic-

tims, by immerfion in the cold bath,

while almofl in a ftate of Ifquefadion

by heat and a moft profufe perfpiration.

The decreafe and depopulation of the

Indian nations is alfo promoted by an-

other caufe befides thefe, which has con-

tributed as powerfully as either of the

former to that fatal purpofe.

I'c is the frequent abortions of the

young unmarried women : for they con-

fider a promifcuous intercourfe between

the fexes before marriage as no difgrace,

nor does it prevent a girl from obtaining

a hufband afterw^ards ; but they ate care-

ful to deftroy the fruits of this licentious

B ' con*
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connedlon by medicinal fimples that

promote abortion, in which fatal fcience

they are very expert. It produces this

pernicious efFe£b, that fuch practices in

their early youth fubjed: them to mif-

carriages ever afterwards, and when it

happens otherwife, they commonly have

not more than two children, very feldom

three, during the whole courfe of their

lives.

However, although devotees to incon-

tinence and the Cytherian rites while

Ungle, yet after they marry they are re-

markable for their fidelity to the objedts

of their choice, unlefs they fhould happen

to take a diflike to each other; then they

mutually agree on an immediate fepara-

tion, or divorce, and each party may

marry again with any other perfon, with-

out the fmalleft cenfure, or the leaft idea

of impropriety.

It is cuflomary when a white man

enters an Indian town, or nation, with

intention of refiding there for fome

time, if only a few months, for him to

have
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1

nave a wigwam, or hut, ereded, in

which he lives with fome young fquaw,

whom he either courts to his embraces, or

receives from her parents as his wife and

fervant, during the time he may flay

among them.

In fuch cafes fhe is always very faith-

ful and true, and if fhe fhould prove

pregnant, the child is raifed by the na-

tion : but if flie be the daughter of one

of their chiefs, and the father of the in-

fant be inclined to fix his refidence a-

mong them, he is prefented with a

large trad of land, feveral miles fquare,

in truft for the child ; which, as well a§

himfelf, is then formally adopted and

received into the nation.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXV.

Cataivha*s vaft Property, Their ManufaHurei. Tlieir

Najiinefs,

THE Catawbas are indeed a poor,

inofFenfive, infignlficant people,

enveloped in filth and naftinefs of perfon,

for no Indian has any idea of cleannefs.

But they poffefs an extenfive and mofl

valuable body of rich, fertile land, con-

taining more than one hundred and fifty

thoufand acres, which they hold in abfo-

Jute property and fee fimpie inheritance.

Should their depopulation continue as

rapidly as it has been hitherto, in a very

few years this enormous, immenfe eftate

will center in a fingle family.

However, this eftate, vaft and immenfe

as it is, is but a poor compenfation for

the lofs of a whole province ; for this

nation formerly poflefled, and were the

adtual proprietors of the greateft part of

North Carolina.

I am
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I am told that there can be no certain

determined judgment formed of the man-

ners and appearance of the native, uncivi-

lized, wild, weftern Indians, from thefe,

who feem indeed, in a great meafure, to

have loft that martial independent fpirit,

for which that whole race of mankind

have been ever dlllinguilhed, and to be

linking faft into degeneracy and a ftate

of fervility and dependence, inferior even

to the moft indigent of the whites.

^ The Indian women in general are

called SquawsJ and it is their bufmefs to

cultivate the foil, as well as perform the

common menial domeftic fervlces ; the

fole occupation of the men being war,

hunting, fiihing, fowling, and fmoaking

tobacco.

The only manufadure that I can dif-

eover among them is that of party-co-

loured little bafkets, table-mats, made of

ftraw, and chips, or fplits of different

coloured wood j and an ill-formed kind

of a half-baked earthen ware.

VoL.L O Thefg
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Thefe infignificant trifles are carried

about by the fquaws for fale, and are

purchafed for the mofl worthlefs invalu-

able confiderations.

Many of the Catawbas have afExed,

property of various kinds and defcrip-

tions, and fome of their hunters difpofe

of more than one hundred pounds va-

lue of deer-lkins every year

Nothing can be more fimple, fubmif-

five, and obliging than the behaviour of

every- individual I met with in the Ca-

tawba nation, male and female : and

there was only their habitual naftinefs,

coarfe fare, and rude accommodations

that were any wife difguflful to me, dur-

ing my refidence among them.

Hovs^ever, thefe people feem to enjoy

an ample (hare of the moil valuable of

all human bleflings, the molt eftima-

ble of all tranfitory poflelTions, health,

contentment, and felicity -, their princi-

pal concfern proceeding from the apprc-

henfions of the encroachments of the

whites, of which all Indians are indeed,

vith
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with great reafon, extremely jealous and

watchful. For no extenfion of territory-

can gratify our infatiable defires, no

bounds can 'limit our perpetual afurpa-

tions, invafions, and inroads on the un-

doubted and fole property and domain of

thefe comparatively defencelefs and inno-

cent race of aboriginal inhabitants.

[For a more particular account of the

charader and difpofition of the Indians,

and of the name, fituation, and ftrength,

or number of warriors, of each nation on

the continent ofNorth' America, fee Chap,

xliii. and xliv.]

O 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVI.

Catawha River. An uncommon Injlance ofPenury. Rich

M'ljer, IVrctchednefs and M'ljcry of his Slaves, Wa-

teree River, Congarees River. Santce Rizxr, Their

great Extent. Fertility of the Soil,

AVING, in a few days, fufficiently

gratified my curio fity amongft this

finking and degenerating nation, I left

the Catawbas, and fet out on a journey to

a very diftinguifhed place of trade, in

South-Carolina, lately entitled Camden,

the capital of a diflrid: of the fame name,

formerly called, and ftill moft univerfally

tnown, by the appellation of the Pine-tree.

Having found my guide, or interpreter,

ufeful to me as a fervant, I continued to

employ him to attend me, v^hich feemed

to afford him great fatlsfadion, although

he v^as engaged for the fmall wages of

half-a-crown per day for himfelf and his

horfe alfo. However, it muft be acknow-

ledged, we always lodged and fared alike.

The dividing line between North and

South-Carolina, interfeds the Catawba

nation.
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nation. The principal town, however, is

in South - Carolina.

We fet out from hence in the morning

very early, and within the diftance of

about feven miles, crofled the Catawba ri-

ver, at a ford juft above the confluence

of a confiderable rivulet that falls into it

on the north-eafl fide named Twelve

Mile creek, leaving the great road or trad-

ing path on our right, that leads weft

tovsraxds the Cherokee country, our courfe

being ahnoft due fouth a little eafterly;

and during all this morning's ride hitherto,

we have ftill been upon the territory be-

longing to the Catawba nation.

The Catawba is a large and rapid ri-

ver, containing an enormous quantity of

water : it is about three hundred and fifty

yards wide, and, although fordable, is deep,

and runs in a rocky channel with great

velocity.

This day we had a dreary ride, and

miferable accommodations -, having break-

fafted on fome rice and milk, which it

was with much difficulty we could pro-

O 3 cure,
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cure, and we dined wretchedly at an ordi-

nary of the fame ftyle, on the banks of a

rivulet, named Fifhing creek, which we

forded, as alfo Rocky creek, and lodged at

night in a houfe, or rather a hovel, be-

longing to a Mr. D—, a private and pe-

nurious planter.

In this habitation, which had many

llrong features of indigence, was only one

room and one bed, which the proprietor

himfelf occupied, but very benevokntly

afforded us (indeed with fome degree

of reiuclance) the accomrnodation of a pal-

let on the lioor; and after our fatiguing

ride of more than fifty miles, even this

was very acceptable,;

However this houfe, or m'ore properly

fhelter, appeared to me as another man-

fion of mifery, and ftrongly recalled to

my mind the poor overfeer's wretched

habitation, where I lodged the firft night

jifter I left Peterfburg, in Virginia.

This folitary reclufe I alfo confidered

as a poor, difconfolate, defpifed overfeer,

ia the employment of fome opulent pro-

prietor
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prietor wallowing in the wealth and lux-

uries of Charles-town.

Fully poirefTed with this idea, which I

had imbibed over-night from every penu-

rious appearance, I walked out early in

the morning to take a general view of

the plantation and agriculture.

After flirolling about for a confiderable

time, without meeting a fmgle perfon to

anfwer any interrogation, I happened to

go into a large barn^ where to my aftonifh-

ment, there were near fifty negroes at work.

I afked them to whom they belonged ?

They replied, to Mr. D— . Who is Mr.

D— ? Where does he live ?—And to m.y

great furprife, I found it was the poor pe-

nurious wretch on whofe floor we had

lodged, that was proprietor, not only of

this eftate, but of many other plantations,

together with three or four hundred more

half-ftarved negroes belides.

I departed from this place with a mix-

ture of pity and contempt for the miferable

wretch, who, pofTeiling fuch a fortune,

was incapable of ufing it as he ought, for

O 4 the
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the purpofes of benevolence, and the be-

nefit of mankind.

But with my heart penetrated with

pain and anguifh, I commiferated the

fate of thofe unhappy wretches his

flaves, whowere not allowed even a fuf-

ficiency of the coarfeft common necef-

faries of life, in compenfation for the

hard labour of their lives, by this griping

fon of penury, who alfo endeavoured to

avert his ruin, and fulfilled his confiftency,

by fending us away without breakfaft.

After an unpleafant ride of better than

twenty-five miles, and crofling the river

Wateree (which is a continuance of the

Catawba) in a ferry-boat, I arrived at

Camden, or the Pine-tree, about noon.

This river, the Catawba, aflJumes three

feveral appellations, but in difli^erent places*

The upper part is named the Catawba,

^he middle is the Wateree, which appella-

tion is continued to it as far as the con-

fluence of the great Congarees river, on

it.s fouth-weft fide, from thence it is



United States of America, 201

called the Santee to its mouth at Cape

Roman or Carteret.

The Catawba river, from its fource in

the Apalachian or Alegany mountains in

North -Carolina, to the mouth of Santee ia

the Atlantic ocean on the coaft of South-

Carolina, is nearly fix hundred miles ia

length, along with its meanders, and al-

moft five hundred miles in a llraight line
j

containing an aftonifhing quantity of wa-

ter. Including the other branches of this

jriver, which alfo fall into the Santee, it

pafles through a country as rich and fer^*

tile, and contains on and adjoining its

waters as large a quantity of fine land, £^8

^ny river of its extent in the univerfe.

CHAa
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CHAP. XXVII. .

Camden. Lands. Rivers. Lifuls. Inhabitants. Rice,

Indigo. Manure,

CAMDEN is a place of confiderable

commerce, and is improving very

fail, but I do not think it meriting the

pains, fatigue, and trouble, I have taken

to fee it, for I can difcover nothing parti-

cularly remarkable, either in the town, or

in t'le country around it.

It is about an hundred and fi'ty miles,

in a direct courfe, from Saliibury ; but is

an hundred and eighty, or near two hun-

dred miles, by the circuitous route I made

by the Catawbas, and between one hun-

dred and fixty and an hundred and eighty

miles from Charles Town.

There is no hill, fcarcely an eminence

near it, excepting Santee hills, about

,

thirty miles to the eaftward, on the fame

fide of the river, but at the diftance of fe-

veral miles from the banks, and they

continue



United States ofAmerica. 203
'

continue in a chain, nearly in the fame

diredion,for thirty or forty miles farther.

Here the land is di^vlded into firft and

fecond low grounds, and high lands or

barrens.

The firft and fecond low grounds are

what is cultivated, and formed into plan-

tations, producing crops of Indian corn,

rice, and indigo.

The high or barren land is divided into

oak and pine barrens ; of which the oak

is always the fign of the more fertile

foil, for the pine barrens are only pine or

fir-trees growing, fcattered promifcuoufly,

in a bed of loofe, deep fc nd, which fcarcely

produces a fingle blade of verdure, and is

exceJGTivcly fatiguing and troublefome for

either horfes or men to travel through,

every ftep therein finking almoft to the

knee.

In the woods, efpecially in the low-

grounds of all the rivers, creeks and

branches of water, vaft quantities of reeds

fpontaneoufly vegetate, and are in a per-

petual ftate of verdure, affording moft

excellent
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excellent food for cattle and horfes, which

keep fat upon this provender all the year

round ; for no provifion or forage of any

kind is required to be laid in for them

againft the winter, as during that feafon

they are the fatteft.

For here all the inclemency of the

weather is in the fummer, when the in-

tenfenefs of the heat, and the fcorching

rays of the fun, the multitudes of noxious

and troublefome flies, and innumerable

other pernicious infects, continually ex-

hauli, prey upon, and torment every living

creature in the fields and woods, fucking

their blood, fretting, and torturing them al-

moft to death; fo that at this time of the

year, every kind of beaft falls away, and be

comes miferably poor and lean. For even to

mankind, with all his refources and ad-

vantages, the heat then becomes intoler-

able, nor can he find any fhelter or defence

againft the aflfaults of thefe flies, infeds,

and poifonous reptiles, that then infeft the

whole furface of nature.

The
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The country is throughont one conti-

nued plain and foreft, with the plantations

and fettlements formed only upon the fides

of the rivers and water-courfes. The in-

habitants are a feeble race, of a tavvney, or

yellowifti hue, and fallow, cadaverous

complexions ; but many of the rice and in-

digo planters in this neighbourhood are

very gay and opulent.

Even the Negroes are fhrivelled, and di-

minutive in lize, compared with thofe in

Virginia ; nor is their value equal, as I am
informed, to theirs by near fifty per cent^

The culture of both rice and indigo is

extremely unwholfome, as the former mufl

be covered with water, during the greater

part ofthe time of its vegetation ; and th«

putrid exhalations, proceeding from the

ftagnated water, muft be particularly inju-

rious to health, and occafion obftinate in-

termittents.

The mdigo alfo requires a great deal of

water in its manufadure, and foon be-

comes rotten and putrid in this fultry

climate : afterwards nothing can be more

o ofFenfive

\
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offenfiveand infalubrlous than it is
; yet,

in that flate of the higheft putrefcence,

they manure their lands with it,

fpreading it over their fields whilfl wet

and ftinking, which thereby become abo-

minably noifome, and abfolutely reader

the whole furrounding atmofphere, within

the influence or contact of the ofFenfive

putrid effluvia, extremely deleterious and

baneful.

South-Carolina was, for a long time,

without a fmgle court of judicature for

the diftribution of law, juftice, or equity,

throughout its whole extent, excepting at

Charles Town, the metropolis, which was

a grievance of very great magnitude to

individuals, and really detrimental to the

province at large ; to palliate which, the

jurifdidion of fmgle magiftrates was en-

larged, and extended. However, it was

peculiarly beneficial to the inhabitants of

Charles Town, who were in a great mea-

fure enriched thereby, as a vaft concourfe

of people from every part of the province,

as
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as well as fi-om other governments^ were

then drawn there perpetually.

But latclv, South-Carolina has been

divided into fix diftindl diftrids ; viz.

George Town, Charles Town, Beaufort,

Orangefburg, Camden and Chawraw

:

at the capital, or chief tow^n of each of

which, Cv)urts of juftice, common-pleas,

quarter-feffions, &c. are eftabliflied, and

regularly held Since that period, the

whole country has been confiderablv be-

nefited by the meafure, and has fiourifhed

exceedingly,

In the calculation,made by the Congrefs,

of the numbet^f inhabitants in each ftate,

,
South-Carolina is faid to contain two hun-

dred and twenty-five thoufand one hun-

dred and fixteen, of which one fifth part

only are Whites. I have good reafon to

believe this number to be exaggerated

about twenty- five thoufand one hundred

and fixteen.

This CvTkuntry has alfo decreafed In popu-

lation confiderabiyfince the rebellion, efpe-

ciallyfincethe evacuation ofCharlesTown,

9 when
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when it is fuppofed near ten thotifarxd

inhabitants left the province.

Throughout all this large and valuable

province, there are only three fea-ports 3

the chief of which is Charles Town,

with George Town on the north-eaft, and

Port Royal on the fouth-weft : the latter

has much the beft harbour of the wholcj

the other two being incumbered with bars

at their entrance, which render them in-

acceflible to large lliips, and difficult to

any, efpecially as feveral of thefe banks

and quickfands are reported to fluduate^

and frequently change their pofition^

If

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

Great Ciir'iofuy of the lovjcr Clafs of Inhabitants,

Impertinent ^uefiions, Conjedures cf my Gmda
Renderedferviceable.

'AVING foon fufficiently gratified

my curiofity in Camden and its

vicinity, and hearing much converfation

again concerning Henderfon's fettlement

on Kentucky, the rout to which being now"

thought fafe, I changed mydefign of pro-

ceeding to Charles-Town, for that of ari

expedition to the Ohio, which had long

been the firft objed: of my wifhes ; in-

tending to defer vifiting Charles-Townj

Savannah, Augufta, St. Auguftine, &c.

until after my return from Kentucky.

Accordingly I fet out for Salifbury, by

the nearefl: way, intending to pafs through

the Moravian towns on my journey from

thence to Hillfborough, from which place

1 propofed to begin my expedition to

Henderfon's new fettlement ; thefe Mo-
ravians and their towns having been the

Vol. I. P only
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only objeds and places defervlng atten-

tion, that efcaped mv obfervation on my
progrefs fuuthward.

It was about the laft of April when I

departed from Camden, the heat of the

weather was increafing faft, and began to

be troublefome : but this was the very

beft feafon of the year to enter upon my
prefent hazardous undertaking.

On the third day at noon my guide

Clifton took his lafl: farewell of me, being

nearly oppofite to Charlottefburg, the place

of his refidence.

Having found him extremely ufeful

and attentive, in return for his fervices

and fidelity, I prefented him with a gra-

tuity of eight dollars at parting, over and

above his f^anty wages, at which the poor

fellow was abfolutely over-joyed, and,

as I have frequently heard fince, has re-

founded my praifes, and his gratitude,

far and near.

It may not be improper here to obferve,

how very troublefome and difagreeable

the extreme curiofity of the l(;wver clafs of .

9 in-
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inhabitants at firfl appears to ftrangers and

travellers.

I was for a long time exceedingly pef-

tered with the impertinent interrogations

of, ' What was my bulinefs ? AVhat I

fought after ? Where did I intend to

fettle ? and What brought me to this

country ?

'

As I always found fome expedient to

evade anfwering thefe queftions, each

refolved his own in the manner his ima-

ginations and conjedures inclined him to

believe, and they were all fatisfied ; but

every one was prefTing for me to fix my
refidenne in his neighbourhood.

My honeft guide firfl: took it into his

head, that I was endeavouring to difcover

a judicious fituation to commence and ex-

tend an European commerce ; but finding

that I paffed by and overlooked the moft

excellent fpots for that purpofe, and that I

took great notice of the face of the country,

and of the quality and fertility of the foil,

and examined into the liate, nature, and

mode of agriculture, as I paUed -, all

P 2 thefe.
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theie, with my avowed intentions, which

1 had frequently exprefled, of vifiting

Henderfon's fettlement on Kentucky, in-

duced him at length to alter his firfl:

opinion, and form an abfolute concluhon,

that I was a fpeculator in lands, fparing

neither trouble, expence, nor enquiry to

difcover the fineft land, and beft bar-

gains, to make purchafes of.

This fuppofititious report he conftantly

circulated, and it fpread with great celerity

to an aftonhhing extent. However, I

never found any injury or prejudice attend

me on that account, but rather the reverfe,

for every perfon appeared ftudious to

contribute to my amufement and informa-

tion wherever I went, and by this means

I acquired a degree of knowledge, which

otherv/ife could not have been obtained in

double the time ; and befides I was al-

ways beheld in a refped:able light.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIX.

Salijluty. AToravlan River. AToravlan T'oivns and

Settlement. Peculiar Cnftoms and Police. JVomen

in Common. Flouri/hmg State, Their Manufac-

tures. Produce. Salem. Bethania. Bethabara,

Their Situations,

S I rode eafy journles, it was on

the fourth day after my departure

from Camden that I arrived at Salifbury.

Here 1 remained but one night, and fet

out next morning very early for the Mo-
ravian towns, which lie almoft due north

from Salifbury.

I crofTed Grant's Cijeek about four miles

from the town, and'ijufl above its mouth

I crofled the Yadkin, at a very bad ford,

about nine or ten miles from Salifbury.

About ten miles farther I forded

the Moravian River at its mouth, juH:

above where it enters the Yadkin, and

rode along an exceeding bad rough road

up the weftern fide of the river, until I

arrived at Bethania, which is the moft

wefterly and northerly of all the Mora-

P 3 vian



214 ^ ^our in the

Yian towns, being about fifty miles from

Saliibiiry.

It ftands upon a water-courfe named
Bethania Creek, which is a confiderable

branch of the Moravian River.

Itwas late at night before I arrived.

I was extremely fatigued, and departed

next morning for Bethabara, which I

reached to breakfaft, after fording another

branch of the Moravian River, about fix

miles on this fide of Bethania.

This town is ten miles from the other;

but being informed that Salem was the

principal, I immediately proceeded on

after breakfaft, and arrived there about

noon^ this place beih* only about feven

iifiiles diftant from Bethabara.

This fociety, fed:j or fraternity of the

Moravians have every thing in common,

and are poffefTed of a very large and

extenfive property.

They have a kind of monaftic in-

flitution in their internal police, and

in bringing up and educating the younger

of both fcxesy who are totally fecluded

from
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from converfation, or intercourfe, with

each other, until marriage y after which a

houfe, a portion of land, flock, and uten-

fils of every kind, are allotted each couple,

and the produce of their labour and

induftry is depofited in the common ftock.

From their infancy they are inftru^ted

in every branch of ufeful and common

literature, as well as in mechanical know-

ledge and labour, which even then is

converted to beneficial and profitable pur-

pofes, for the emolument of the com-

munity at large.

But their peculiar liniformity in drefs,

and the long beards of the men of that

particular fed: of them, commonly called

Dunkards, have a very fmgular, flriking,

and uncouth appearance.

The children are feparated from their

parents during their earliefl infancy, and

are brought up altogether, each itCt dif-

tin6t from the other, in a kind of femi-

naries, as belonging only to the whole

fociety, to whom colledively a parental

sfFeflion is by this means affiduoufly in-

P 4 culcated
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culcated, cherlfhed, and eftablifhed ; and

all perfonal attachments and paternal love

and regard are as diligently checked,

difcouraged, diminifhed, and, in a great

(Jegree, annihilated.

It is faid that parents a£lually cannot

diftinguifli their own offspring from

others ; and that the children alio as foon

forget every trace by which they might

recognize their parents : as they are fe-

parated during the earlieft ftage of in-

fancy, this is readily accomplifhed and

eafily accounted for.

It is alfo reported that thofe members

of the fociety who have arrived at years

of maturity, particularly the rulers or

elders, enjoy their women in common, fo

that the parents on one fide are difficult to

be afcertained. This circumftance, how-

ever, though much and almoft univerr

fally credited, they themfelves abfolutely

deny ; and I fhall not undertake to pro-

nounce a decifion, or even an opinion,

pne way or the other.

The
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The Moravians have many excellent

and very valuable farms, on which they

make large quantities of butter, flour,

and provifions, for exportation.

They alfo pofTefs a number of ufefal

and lucrative manufadures, particularly

a very extenfive one of earthen ware,

which they have brought to great perfec-

tion, and fupply the whole country with

it for fome hundred miles around.

In (hort, although they very carefully

preferve themfelves from intermixing

with, and detached from every other

fed:, fociety, or order of people, yet they

certainly are valuable fubjeds, and by

their unremitting induftry and labour

have brought a large extent of wild

rugged country into a high ftate of popu-

lation and improvement.

It is impoffible for me to relate or

difcover one half of the fmgular manners,

policy, cuftoms, and peculiarities of the

Moravians, during the very contraded

refidence I made amongft them, for I re-

jnained there but three days j and what

I have
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I have mentioned is only a fketch of

their exterior en paffant.

And as I have no doubt but others

have fufficlently explained the principles

and mlnutisc of the internal government

of this fedt or fraternity, with the advan-

tages of a better opportunity of informa-

tion, and fuperior abilities and knowledge

of the fubjedl than I am able to boafl

of; therefore I conceive it is totally un-

neceffary for me to enlarge any farther

upon that head on this occafion.

Salem, their principal town and fettle-

ment, is feven miles from Bethabara,

feventeen from Bethania, about forty-

five from Salifbury, and near ninety

miles from Hillfborough.

It ftands on Bellews Creek, a branch

of the river Dan, which runs into or

rather principally com pofes the Roanoak;

although the other two Moravian towns

are built upon branches of the Moravian

River, or Creek, which is alfo pretty

confiderable, but falls into the Yadkin..

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXX.

U'he Ararat Mountains. Tryon A^ountains. Mora'

v'lan Mountains. Carraway Mountains. Grand

and beautiful perfpefiive Vlcvjs.
'

N the ride from Sallibury to Bethania,

my fight was frequently regaled

with a glimpfc of the fummit of Tryon

mountains on my left, and the ftu-

pendous mountain of Ararat directly be-

fore me.

Coming from Bethania to Sa.lem,

I was extremely pleafed with behold-

ing the .fame mountains of Tryon on

my right, the Moravian mountain on

my left, and the Carraway Mountains in

front, although it was but very feldom

I could enjoy that pleafure ; i;/s. only in

parting over the fummits of the high

hills, appendages of thefe mountains.

The Moravian towns and fettlements

are fituated on the bafe of the fouth weft

fide of the Moravian Mountains, which

are in fad only huge protuberances

from,
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from, or appendages of, the flupcndous

Ararat on the north-wefl, and the Carra-

way Mountains on the fouth-eaft, to

which they appear equally to belong.

The foil in general is rich and fertile,

the face of the country rocky, broken,

and mountainous, though many of the

Moravian fettlements are choice level

fpots, and the vv^hole is extremely well

watered with excellent ftreams of that

fluid, light, clear, and wholefome, which

are likewife converted, by the ingenuity,

labour, and induit-y of the inhabitants,

into the ufeful purpofes of turning mills

of many different kinds.

On the fourth day after my ar-

rival at Salem I left it, and proceeded

on my journey to Hilifborough ; and,

defiring to fee as much of the country

as poffible, intended to take a very cir-

cuitous route to that place, by the lower

road over the AUamance, as 1 had come

out by the upper road over the Reedy

River on my firft journey fouth-weft-

vtard.

For
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For this purpofe it was neceflary for

me to take a long ride along the bafe

of the Carraway mountains, between the

eaft fide of them and the Deep River, a

principal branch of the North-weft or

Cape Fear River.

Accordingly, at the diftance of twelve

miles from Salem, I arrived at the

fummit of the Carraway Mountains, at

the north- eaft end of the ridge, an hour

after fun-rife.

Here I alighted as ufual, to enjoy the

pleafures of the grand j wild, and un-

cultivated fcene of perlpedive around me.

The mountain is nearly half a mile broad

on the fummit, and on the fouth-weft

brow I firft began to take a retrofpe£live

view of the beautiful fcene which I was

now leaving behind me. Tryon Mountain

on the weft ; the Moravian Mountain on

the north, brightened with the beams of

the rifmg fun, over which the mighty Ara-

rat ereded his ftupendous gilded head ;

the thick embrowned greenifti foreft be-

low, interfci^ed with the multitude of

^

.

water-
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Water-courfes that fall Into the meander-

ing Terpentine Yadkin, thinly fpotted, as

is common in thefe comprehenfive, fylvan

perfpedives, with the fettlements of the

inhabitants of the earth, -which were

now darkened with the vaft fhadow of

the mountains over-hanging them, that

had as yet precluded them from a fight

of the grand luminary of nature.

Having long gazed with infinite plea-

fure, and without an alloy of fatiety, on

thefe admirable fcenes, time, ever ad-

vancing, reminded me of the neceffity of

proceeding, if it was only to behold the

equally grand and delightful perfpedive

on the oppoiite fide of the mountain.

This was a more bright and fplendid

fcene than the paft, for here the fun gilded

every objed:, and at the fame time that

the magnitude, wildnefs, and extent of

the view rendered it awful, the ferene

fmiling iky and climate infpired the moft

pleafmg and delightful fenfations.

From this fituation I could perceive the

mountains beyond Haw River, and above

Hilir-
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Hillfborough, at a vaft diftance on the

left ; on the right an extenfion of view

of the ridge of the Carraway Mountains,

towering above each other in wild difor-

der ; and in front the fight was bounded

by the horizon at an immenfe diftance,

verging above the line of which appeared

the hills of Allamance, and the high lands

on each fide of them ; and the Deep

River below and diredly before me
winding in beautiful ferpentine meanders,

as if ilTuing from underneath the moun-

tain where on I flood, and fpreading for

a long v/ay un^er the eye, as if drawn

upon a carpet ; with the dark chafms con-

taining Reedy River and the numerous

other branches of the Haw ; but the

v^hole, as is conftantly the appearance in

this country, an immenfe unbounded

foreft, fo peifedly overfpread and totally

covered with thick and feemingly im-

penetrable woods, that the thinly fcat-

tered human fettlements can fcarcely be

afcertained by the eye, loft and con-

founded in the magnitude, grandeur,

and
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and immenfity of the general objeds

which compofe the furrounding, pleafing,

awful fcene.

The trees were all jufb putting forth

their young and tender foliage, over which

the fun -beams difplayed a beautiful chear-

ful luftre. The birds were warbling forth

their melodious and variegated notes,

welcoming the vegetation of returning

fpring. Odoriferous gales, from every

dired:ion, pervaded the whole furround-

ing atmofphere, with the mod: elegant

and grateful perfumes. But fociety, en-

dearing delightful fociety, was wanting

to form and complete the felicity of man.

C H A P.
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CHAP. XXXI.

Great Alhmance. Regulators, Hllljlorough. Cob*

tiel ATac Donald, and the unfortunate' LoyaUJls of

North Carolina. Their Difajler at Morels Creek

Br'idze. Their hard Fate and barbarous Treatment,

ITH a folitary figh, occafioned

by, and expreflive of, the want

of a proper objed: to jQiare, increafe, and

to whom I might communicate the plea-

fures ofmy imagination and fenfes, in the

enjoyment of this elegant perfpedive, I

^'left this charming fpot (defcribed in the

lall chapter), and proceeded down the de-

clivity of the mountain.

Having dined at the ordinary at the

foot of the Carraway ridge, where I had

lodged formerly on my firft expedition

to the fouth-weflward, at the place where

: the upper road from Hillfborough to

. Salifbury croffes this, I arrived at another

• indifferent houfe of public entertainment,

Vv^here I was obliged to take up my refi-

dence for tbe night, after a journey of

fifty miles, which, in this rough country.

Vol. 1. Q^ and
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and bad roads, is indeed excefTively fa-

tiguing both for the horfe and his rider.

Ever fmce I crofTed the mountain I

have been defcending all day betv^een the

Deep River and the bafe of the Carra-

way Ridge, and never at any confider-

able diftance from either.

This ordinary, where I lodged, is

fituated at the croffing of two great pub-

lic roads, viz. that from the Moravian

,

towns (in which I have journied fmce I

left them), to Wilmington, Brunfwick,.

&c. on the coaft of the Atlantic, and^

the lower road or great trading path from-

Hillfborough to Salifbury, &c. which,

now was the way for. me to proceed by.

Accordingly, in the morning, I took

my left-hand crofs-road, and after a

long, but pleafant, ride down the eaftern

fide of the Allamance Creek, I arrived at

night at the houfe of a Mr. Michael Holt,

a Dutchman, vx^hofe plantation was ad-

joining the creek, near the place where

it enters the Haw River j having ob-

ferved that I rode over a great deal ofi

6 , exccU
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excellent land during thefe two days,

the laft of which I likewife travelled at

leaft fifty miles.

Mr. Holt, although a High Dutch-

man, or rather the fon of Dutch or Ger-

man parents, for he himfelf was born

in America, is a very loyal fubje(5i;, and

entertained me with great hofpitality.

He is a magiftrate, pofleflTes a confider-

able property, and has ''a large ftiare of

good fenfe and found judgement, but

without the leafi: improvement from edu-

cation, or the embellifhment of any kind

of polifh, even in his exterior.

In the courfe of a lon«: intereftine:

converfation, with Vv^hich he entertained

me, and really afforded me a great deal

of fatisfadlion and information by his

fenfible, blunt, and Ihrewd remarks on

every fubjedt occafionaliy, he explained

thewhole grounds, proceedings, and termi-

nation of that moil unfortunate and much

to be lamented affair of the Regulators,

which made fo great a noife in North

Carolina, their fcene of a(Sion, as well as

in all America befides.

Qj2 But,
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But, to avoid throwing refledions and

eenllire, however juft or other wife, on cha-

raders of perfons ftill in exiftence, out of

whofe power it is now ever to atone for their

former, perhaps ill-timed, unfortunate, and

miftaken condud, I Ihall fufFer it to reft in

oblivion, only obferving that thofe un-

happy, ill-fated vidims, the Regulators

of North Carolina, were, and flill are

among the worthiefl, fteadieft, and moft

refpedable friends to Britifh government

and real conftitutional freedom. But op-

preffion, mifreprefentation, and ill for-

tune feem ever to have been the attend-

ants on, and inaufpicious fate of exemplary

loyalty and virtue.

I left Mr. Holt on the fecond day after

breakfaft, and crojffing the Haw River,

&c. at a very good ford, arrived at Hillf-

borough to dinner, having rode only

about twenty-fix miles.

[This Mr. Holt, of Orange county,

fome Americans from Guildford county,

almoft all the CWefs of |he foriaer Regu-

lators,,



Vnited States of Ariferica, 229

Jators, and about fifty or fixty of the

principal men of the Scots Hig'hland

Emigrants of the fettlement of Crofs

Creek, all under the command of Lieu-

tenant-colonel Donald Mac Donald, as

brigadier-general (now in London), hav-

ing received great encouragement and

particular diredionsfrom Governor Mar-

tin, his Majefty's Governor of North

Carolina, to array the loyal inhabitants

as militia in arms, who are very nu-

merous in this province, he having pro-

mifed tofupport them with arms, ammuni-

tion, money, and troops, if they could

penetrate as far as Wilmington, or Brunf-

wick, before which he lay at anchor in

the river of Cape Fear on board a veffel

of war, accordingly raifed and arrayed

about fifteen hundred men within a few

days.

But having very imprudently delayed

time for feveral Weeks afterwards, and

having committed fome other capital blun-

ders and miftakes, which however they

were in fome meafure compelled to do,

Q^ 3 mucl\
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much againfl: Colonel Mac Donald's incli-

nations, and out of his power to prevent,

this aiiorded the rebels an opportunity

to aflemble and collect in great force

from every quarter around , to the num-

ber of fix or eight thoufand men, tole-

rably well armed, to oppofe their progrefs.

Yet, in the face of fo vaft a fupe-

riority, this handful of brave men,

without arms for one-fixth of their num-

ber, and even thefe almoft entirely def-

titute of ammunition^, marched boldly on,

forcing their way, with great fpirit and

refolution, for eighty miles toMore's Creek

Bridge, within fixteen miles of Wilming-

ton.

Here (on finding themfelves unfup--

ported, Colonel Mac Donald alfo be-

ing very fick, and unable to command)

by falling into divifions and diilenfions

among themfelves and other injudicious

meafures, in attempting to crofs this ri-

vulet in the face of works thrown up and

lined by very fuperior numbers of. the

enemy under cover, and fupported like-

wife
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^wife by feveral pieces of artillery, at a

place where it was not fordable, upon a

wooden bridge, the planks of which had

been taken up, and the beams and fleepers

:greafed and rendered flippery and impaf-

fable by the rebels, they met with a total

defeat, feveral being killed, (particularly a

gallant officer, Captain Mac Leod, &c.)

fighting bravely with their broad fwords. >

General Mac Donald, who, as I have

already mentioned, happened then to be

extremely ill, and almoft all their officers

being taken prifoners, were treated with

the utmoft rigour and barbarity, to a de-

.gree fcarcely credible among civilized na-

tions.

Thefe gentlemen were all dragged

through the country in triumph, in the mofl

diftrefled miferable condition, deftitute even

of CQjmmon neceffaries, and were at laft dif-

tributed in prifons and wretched places

of reftraint, conftruded for the particular

purpofes of cruelty, through the diftant

inland parts of Virginia, Maryland, and

Penfylvania -, and very few of them in-

Qjf deed
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deed have ever been able to return

to their unhappy, difconfolate, helplefs

families and homes*.

General Mac Donald, Mr. Holt, and

about thirty of the principals perfons a-

mongft them, were brought to Philadelphia

in that wretched condition, and thrown

into prifon, where I, being then alfo in

clofe confinement in the fame place, had

the melancholy, mortifying fatisfadion of

feeing and converling withmy old friendly,

hofpitableDutchman once more: however,

he contrived to make intereft with the Con-

grefs to permit him to return again to his

family and home, which they alfo granted

to all of them who were natives of Ame-

rica, excepting a very worthy officer,

Captain Leggit.

But the gallant brave old general, a man

then near feventy years of age, who had

been almoft half a century an officer in his

inajefty's fervice, was moft ignominioufly

and inhumanly treated, being rigidly and

* See Chap. xxi. page i6g,

cruelly
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cruelly confined In a clofe room, fecured

with iron doors and bars, along with nine

gentlemen befides, in the moft fultry

weather, and hot climate, during the fum-

mcr ; for he magnanimoufly and nobly

declined their offers of partial indulgence

to himfelf, unlefs it was extended to the

reft of his officers, which the Congrefs,

to its eternal difgrace and infamy, ab-

folutely refufed, for no reafon whatfo-

ever but on account of their zealous and

exemplary loyalty and refolution.

This worthy old officer General Mac
Donald was at length exchanged along

with General Prefcott, for an American

Colonel Mac Gaw, and the American Ge-

neral Alexander, or pretended Earl of

Stirling.]

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXIL

Hittfborought Courts ofJudicature. Numbers of hi^

habitants in 'North-Carolina. Depopulation. Be^

wildered and lofl. Uninhabited Forefi. Wild Beaflst

Great Danger. Hycoe Creek. Country Line Creek.

Y horfe, although an excellent one,

being, as well as myfeif, a good

deal fatigued and ftlfF with travelling, I

remained three days at Hillfborough, for

the benefit of reft and refrefhment.

As I obferved before, Hillfborough is

the capital of a diftrid, of which there are

fix in the province, where fupreme courts

of judicature, with extenfive and peculiar

J
urifdidions, are held twice a year : each

diftrid contains a certain number of coun-

ties, of which there are thirty-two in the

whole ftate. Every county alfo holds a

court quarterly at a court-houfe ereded in

the moft central place of each ; befides

thofe fupreme courts for the diftrids.

Within the whole province of North

-

Carolina, there is not one good harbour,

being
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being all obftruded with bars, and flucSlu^

ating fand- banks. That of Brunfwick and

Wilmington on Cape Fear river Is the

beft, but none will admit fhips of grea.t

burden.

North-Carolina was computed to con-

tain about three hundred thoufand inhabi-

tants, in the late calculation made by the

Congrefs, and to have a larger proportion

of Whites than any other of the fouthern

provinces, that is, more than a third, and

nearly one half. But I am well aflured

that this calculation was exaggerated above

thirty ihoufand at leafl ; and North-Caro-

lina has decreafed in population very much
indeed fmce the commencement of the

late fatal hoftilities, more in proportion

than any other ftate.

On the fourth day, early In the morn-

ing, I fet out in great fpirit* for the lower

Sawra towns, on the banks of the Dan

river, the largefi: and moft fouthern branch

of the Roanoak, being the firft com-

mencement of my journey to Henderfon's

famed new fettlement on Kentucky.

In
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In the beginning of this day's ride, I

was particularly unfortunate in lofing my
way among the various, different, per-

plexing paths and tracks that are met with

on the north-weft fide of Kilhborough,

among which no particular road can be

diftinguiftied in pre-eminence.

It was alfo unlucky for me that the

greater number of the inhabitants on

the plantations, where I called to en-

quire my way, being Germans, neither

underftood my queftions, nor could render

themfelves intelligible to me ; and the few

I chanced to find, that did underftand

Englifh, being chiefly natives of Ireland,

moft wretchedly ignorant and uncivilized,

could give me no directions to afcertain

the right way, having fcarcely ever even

heard of the name of the Sawras.

By this means I am confident that I rode

over the diftance of twenty-five miles be-

fore I had reached, in a diredl line, ten

miles from HillfDorough, from whence I

had fet out in the morning.

At
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At length, after infinite difficulty, I dif-

covered fomething like a path or road,

which however could Icarcely be afcer-

tained, or followedjhaving been blazed and

marked out fome years before, but by its

privacy, unfrequented direction, and want

of ufe, had grown up again, fo as to be even

perceived at all with the utmoft trouble.

Its courfe and continuance however, be-

ing pretty flraight, enabled me to purfue

it, which I did for this whole day with a

mind filled and agitated with doubts and

dilemmas, without once feeing a houfe, or

the leafl: veftige o£ a human habitation,

from about ten miles north-weft of Hillf-

borough.

The difagreeablenefs ofmy fituatlon, and

the anxietyof mymind,werenot a little ag-

gravated by the uncertainty whether or not

this path or road, dull, difficult, and almoft

indeed imperceptible as it was,adualiyled

.towards theSawra towns; as alfo, by the to-

tal want offood, or any kind of refrefliment

duringthe whole day, excepting a draught

of water out of a brook running through a

little
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little glade or favannah, in which I had

alighted, and remained half an hour, for

my horfe to feed on the fine luxuriant

grafs with which it abounded, who was

ftill lefs able to fubfifl without fome kind

of nourilhment than I was, on account of

the fuperior degree of fatigue he was com-

pelled to undergo.

At the approach of night, my uneafinefs

and anxiety increafed to a very heavy and

painful degree, for there was no habitation

within many miles diftance around me, in

the midft of an immenfe, univerfal, gloo-

my foreft, abounding, and extremely in-

fefted with v41d beads, whofe difmal howls

and different horrid yells and cries began

to refound through the woods on every

fide as night approached ; and I was abfo-

lutely deftitute not only of a great-coat,

cloak, or blanket, to proted: me from the

cold of the night, and the dews, but like-

wife even of the means of makins: a fire

to remain by, which is the only efFedual

method of preventing the approach of the

ravenous wild beafts of the foreft, that

might
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might otherwife be fo daring as to attack,

and perhaps devour the defencelefs traveller*

My apprehenfions were not a little mag-

nified by a total want of confidence in my
own abilities as a wood's-man, for in that

moft neceflary acquifition, and for travel-

ling in this country, indifpenfible qualifi-

€ation, I was yet a perfect novice, being

perpetually fubjeft to get bewildered and

loft in going only the diftance of five miles

through the woods without a path.

In my prefent fituation, I had advanced

a long day's ride into the heart of this de-

fart and uninhabited foreft, even uncer-

tain w^hether the almoft imperceptible

path I was in, led to the place I wifhed

to gain : befides, in the fuppofition that

it did lead to it, it muft ftill be at the

diftance of another day's ride, which, in

every probability, w^as alfo deftitute of in-

habitants, and equally infefted with and

abounding in difficulty and dangers.

I had been fo negligent and thoughtlefs

as to make little enquiry about this circum-

ftance before I left Hillfborougb, and in

what
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what I did make, could receive no kind of

fatisfadion, for there was not a fingle per-
' fon in or near Hillfborough, who had

ever travelled that way.

' Nor had I been more provident in lay-

ing in fome little flock of provifion or re-

frefhment, and other conveniences and

neceflaries forfuch a journey ; never ima-

gining that there were no inhabitants for

the greater part of the way.

In this difagreeable, diftreffing dilem-

ma, and anxious uncertainty, agitated with

every painful refledion, I began to think

of returning to Hillfborough.

This idea was ftrong on my mind, du-

ring one hour's time, on the approach of

night ; but ftill I proceeded on, deliberating

on the confequences of the determination

either way.

At length, recolleding, that even if

I concluded to return, I fhould be under

the neceflity of remaining all night in

thefe difmal VsToods, without a lire, or

covering, and deftitute of every protection

or defence againft the approaches and at-

tacks
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tacks of the furrounding wildbeafts, wliofe

loud roaring and hideous yells continually

aflailed mine ears, or elfe I muft travelback

again all night : in this cafe I confidered,

that as I found fuch difficulty in afcertain-

ing and following this dull path in advan-

cing forwards during this day, with all

the advantages of light, it would be abfo-

lutely impoflible to retrace it one hundred

yards back in a dark night, the confc-

quences of Vv'hich muil be, that of beiog

entirely bewildered and loll in the w^oods,

and In all probability, perifliing in the im-

menfe unbounded foreft, before I could ar-

rive at a human habitation.

Thefe confiderations determined me to

pcrfift in my journey, and^to purfue the

path forwards to forae fettlement, which,

in every human probability, it muft at

length conduiSt me to.

In this refoiution I pufhed boldly and

briflily on, until I came to a very confi-

derable ftream of water, in^ the low

grounds of Vv-hich I was much puzzled to

trace the continuance of the path.

Vol. I, R This
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This rivulet is named Hycoe creek ( as I

have been informed fince) and tlie place

where I crofled was fo very miry, that ray

liorfe had almoil funk down in it under

me.
I was now in great expedations of find-

ing fome fettlement, the land upon each

fide ofthis water-courfe being exceedingly

rich and fertile, but, much to my mortifi-

cation, I travelled through thefe valuable

low grounds, re-afcended the high lands,

and rode on fome miles, without the leaft

appearance of a human habitation.

At length, to my unfpeakable comfort,

when hope was almofl: fled, and the gloom

of evening had confideraWy advanced, I

heard the barking of a dog, and the low-

ing of oxen ; 1 immediately ftruck out of

the path, and endeavoured, by the nearefi:

way through the woods, to gain the place

from whence thefe agreeable and welcome

founds proceeded.

But in this attempt it was my fortune

to encounter farther difappointments, and

infuperable obftacles, for I loon met with
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an Impenetrable thicket of young hiccory

faplings, growing fo near to each other,

and their branches fo perfectly interwoven,

and entangled together, that it totally ob-

ftruded my farther progrefs, and com-

pelled me to return to the path I had juft

left : even this alfo was a tafl^ of difficulty,

for in fearching after it I was for fome time

entirely loft and bewildered^ before I was

able again to diicover it.

Having at length found the path, and

purfuing it on very eagerly, I foon arrived

at the low grounds of another confiderable

rivulet, which ran in fuch a ferpentlne di-

rection, and with fo many winding mean-

ders, that the path eroded it five times

within the diftance of half a mile.

It was now become fo dark, and efpeci-

ally in thefe low grounds, covered and

overfhadowed with the intermixing bran-

ches of the lofty thick woods, of which

almoft every tree was overgrown with

prodigious vines, whofe numerous branches

and extenfive foliage added to the gloom

and darknefs below, that I could no longer

R 2 per-
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perceive the path, and confequently found!

it Impoffible to proceed much farther.

I was now in a fituation and predica-

ment the moft difagreeable and diftreffing

that can be conceived ; the ground beneath

me wet miry and fmking under my
horfe, his legs entangled in the vines>

bambooes, briars, brufh and under-wood,

which prevented him from proceeding m
any direction ; the path entirely loft, not

knowing even on which fide I had deviated

from it ; infedls, reptiles, and ferpents of

the moft poifonous, deadly, and fatal nature,

fwarming in the woods, and on the ground,

and the wild beafts howling hideoufly

around me ; the night exceflively dark,

overcaft and threatening rain ; no poflibility

of ftriking a light, or making a fire, and

totally unproteded and defencelefs againft

the attacks of all thofe furrounding, for-

midable foes.

C H A K
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CHAP. XXXIII.

Mr. Hart. A mojl hojpiiahlc^ bcnevdent Ferfon, An

accompUJhcd Gentleman. Agreeable Surprife. For-

tunate Efcape. Mr» Bayly. Strange Afanner of

Lodging. A lovely Girl. Sawra Tq-x'hs. Saivra

Nati017. Upper Sawra Towns,

Y fituatlon, as reprefented in the

conclufion of the lafl chapter, was

-not rendered lefs mortifying by the cer-

tainty of a houfe and inhabitants being

near, which w^as put beyond a doubt by

the lowing of the oxen and the barking

of the dogs, that I had heard, although I

had found it impradicable to reach the

place from whence thofe defirable founds

feemed to proceed.

At length I bethought myfelf of calling

out as loud as I w^as able. This expedient

fucceeded to ray willi, for, after I had

hallooed feveral times as ioudly as I could

vociferate, to my great furprize and inex-

prefTible fatisfadion and pleafure, I was an-

fwered by a human voice, which feemed to

come from feme perfon on an eminence,

Jufl above the fpot whereon I was fixed.

R 3
How-
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Hovv^e^er, being unable to approach

the place where he was, I continued to

call aloud, and was regularly anfwered by

the fame voice, until in a fhort time a

Negro arrived at the dihnal thicket

wherein I was faft entangled.

It was with the utmoll: oifficulty, and a

donfiderable time before he was able to

extricate me from thi^ perplexing^ and

perilous fituation, bur at length heeffedied

it, and brought me once more to the com-

fortable and much-wanted affiilance of

fociety.

The poor Negro himfelf, although ac-

cuflomed to the woods, appeared aftonilhed

at the dangerous and dreadful fituation in

which he found me, and feemed almofl

equally rejoiced v^/ith myfelf at my fortu-

nate deliverance.

The houfr and plantation to which the

Negro flave conducted me, belonged to a

Mr. Hart his mafter, who received and

entertained me with the grcatcR hofpita-

I'hV and kindnefs ; but what added to my
sft ;riiJiment and agreeable furprize was,

to
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to find the proprietor, not only a poUftied

member of fociety, but almoft an accom-

plifhed and complete gentleman.

To meet with iuch a perfon in the

•wild back woods ofAmerica, in a fituation

the mofi: reclufe, folitary and unfrequented.^

and at (o great a diftance from the inhabi-

tants, who are themfelves little better, per-

haps much worfe, than favages, efpecially

at a time when I flood fo much in need pf

affiftance, was altogether unexpected, and

afforded me a gratification and pleafure,

thus enhanced by thefe attending circiinj-

ftances, not to be defcribed in language.

The refrellTiments, comforts, and con-

folation he bellowed upon me with a

liberal hand, appeared to afford even a

fuperior degree of fatisfadion and felicity

to him, than to me ; and he prefied me to

remain there the day following, w^hicji

was wet and rainy, to reft and refrefli

both myfelf and my horfe, and to recover

from the fevere fatigue and hardfhips we
3jad undergone.

R4 In
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In the courfe of the enfuing day, we

took an opportunity of viliting. and more

narrowly examining the fpot wherein I had

been ftopt, and from whence the Negro

had extricated me. The fiave conduded

us to it.

It was Indeed the moft difagreeable and

dangerous place imaginable : a deep miry

fwamp overgrown with briars, bambooes,

and poifonous vines,among which my horfe

and I had been fo perplexed and entangled.

Fortunate it was for us both that we

met with thofe impediments, for had we

proceeded only ten yards farther, both my
horfe and myfelf muil have inevitably

perlfhed in a quagmire, or deep morafs,

from which no poffible afTiftance could

have refcued or preferved us.

We returned to the houfe, admiring

with gratitude at this hair-breadth provi-

dential deliverance, and early on the

morning following I took my laft fare-

well of the humane benevolent Mr. Hart,

and proceeded on my journey, very little

better provided agalnll contingencies than

before,
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before, but perfedly refrefbed and re-

covered from my fatigue, with my horfe

alfo in high fpirits.

The iafi: mentioned rivulet, the low

grounds of which had been the fcene of

-

my principal difficulties and perils, and

on the high land adjoining it the worthy

and benevolent Mr. Hart's plantation was

fituated, is named Country Line creek.

There is a fmall fettlement on the

choice land on the banks of thefe two

rivulets, the Hycoe and the Country Line,

w^hich are confiderable dreams of water,

that run into the Dan River at the di-

fiance of fifty miles from this place.

Having made a very early breakfaft: be-

fore I departed, and having been ihown

the continuance of the former dull, diffi-

cult, blind path, whofe direction to the

Sawra Towns was now afcertained to my
fufficient fatisfadion, I travelled during all

this long day likewife, until late in the af-

ternoon, without once difcovering the leafl

yeflige of a human fettlement, or habi-

tation.

But
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But about that time, as I advanced oa

the funimit of a confiderable hill, I could

plainly perceive mountains, vaft valleys,

and deep chafras, precipices, and ravines

on my right : for I obferved, that the face

of the country had been becoming more

and more uheven, broken, and rugged,

and the eminences had been gradually

fwelling into higher hills, as I proceeded

on, for the laft ten or twelve miles.

I now perceived a path on my right,

which appeared plainer than that I had

travelled in fo long : this raifed my doubts,

but at length determined me to continue

to purfue that which was the duUefl.

Fortunately for me, my decifion was

right in this inftance, for in the evening

I arrived at the Sawra Towns, after en-

countering fome further difficulties in

afcertaining the right way among the va-

riety of different tracks I met with imme-

diately on entering the vicinity of the

fettlement.

At the Sawra Towns, I lodged at the

houfe of a Mr. Bailey, on the banks of the

river



United States ofAmerha. 251

river Dan, a common plain back wood's

planter, with a large family of Bel Sa-

vages, a hofpitable,but uncultivated mind,

and rude manners.

Mr. Bailey had only one room, and one

bed, in his houfe, on which he and his wife

were accuftomed to fleep : this they very

kindly offered to accommodate me with,

but as they were advanced in years, and I

was young and healthy, although fuperior

in rank and appearance to them, I could

not think of accepting their very generous

offer, but took my chance on a pallet fpread

on the floor from one fide of the room to

the other, on which every perfon of the

family, excepting the mafler and miftrefs,

lay promifcuoufly, men and women, boys

and girls.

The weather being uncommonly warm,

I found the pallet by far the mod: agree-

ble place of repofe, and 1 arofe early in the

morning with the reft of the family,

which confilled, befides fome ilaves and

his fmall children the little boys and girls,

of feveral fons grown up to maturity, and

three
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three young women his daughters, the

yoiingefl: of whom was juft fifteen years

old, a moft lovely charming brunette,

named Betfy, of a Ihapeand features per-

fedly exquifite and expreffive, and endued

with a mind and manners, mild, gentle,

and delicate, yet quite in a ilate of nature,

imincumbered with polifhed refinements

or failiionable ceremony, and unimproved

by education, acquired knowMge, and

modern accomplifhments,

Mr. Bailey and all his family joined Iii

entreating me to flay with them fome days;

^nd, as I really flood in great need of refl

and refrefhment, it vvas with infinite fatis-

fadion that I complied with their very

friendly hofpitable requefl.

During ten days that I remained at the

Sawra Towns, I found the lovely Betfy

my kind friend and conftant companion.

She endeavoured to pleafe, and flie gave

delight. Although truly, and in the mofl

liberal fenfe, the child of nature, without

an alloy either of art or diflimulation, I

actually difcovered in her mind a degree

of
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lof generofity, fentiment, and the moil deli-

cate fenfibility, that veryfew of the more po-

lifhed and accomplifhed ladies can boaft of.

She abfolutely gained on my affedidna

every moment, and it required the utrhbfi

exertions of refolution to tear myfelf aC

laft from her delightful company. But

the image of the lovely Betfy Bailey can

never be erafed from my mind, and it is

with pleafure I cherifh her remembrance.

The Sawras, although once a confider-

able nation of Indians, have been long

extind, : there is not even a fingle family

or trace of them remaining, excepting

thefe veftiges of their towns, which ilill

continue to fupport their name, this being

fortunately preferved as the appellation of

thefe two fettlements.

The upper Sawra Towns are trifling

and infignificant, compared with the lower

SawTa Towns, which is an extremely va-

luable fettlement : and although I found

more fatigue, and greater hardfhips, dif-

ficulties, and dangers in my journey hi~

ther, than in all my former travels through

6 America*
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America, this place is not more than fixty-

five miles from Hillfborough, and ninety-

five from Saliibury, in the fame county

with the latter, viz. that of Roan, it is fitu-

ated; being within only a very few miles

of the northern boundary line of the pro-

vince of North-Carolina,

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXXIV.

Dan River. Strange andjingular Phenomenon. Great

Extent. Lower Sawra Towns. A vaji andprO'

Jitable Purchafe. Horn, or Hoop Snake. Mofi

foifonous. Alarming Acconntt of the Indians,

'HE river Dan, at the lower Sawra

towns, is near fix hundred yards

wide, rocky, rapid, bold, and contain-

ing a vafl body of water ; it arifes in the

Alegany mountains, near to the fource

of the river Ararat, a branch of the Yadkin,

end at no great diftance from the New
River, which is the upper part, or moft

fouthward branch of the Great Kanhaway

that falls into the Ohio.

The Dan is the largeil of three great

rivers, namely, the Dan, the Bannifter,

and the Stanton, which at their conflu-

ence compofe the Roanoak, and in all

appearance this river alone, at the Sawra

towns, contains a greater quantity of

water than the Roanoak itfelf at Halifax,

which is above two hundred miles below,

and then it has received near an hundred

large
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large rivulets, befides the other two great

rivers, the Eannifter and the Stanton, in

its courfe between thefe two places
; yet

the Dan, at the Sawra towns, is nearly

twice as wide as the Roanoak 13 at

Halifax.

This is a phenomenon difficult to be

ac -ounted for, and only reconciled to my
ideas, or underftanding, by the fuppofition

of the vaft quantity of water evaporated

by the intenfely hot beams of the fun,

and by the air, during its courfe, and

by ftill a more enormous proportion being

conllantly abforbed in the fandy foil

through v\^hich it paffes during the latter

part of its progrcfs.

I muft confefs that this folution is by

no means a fufficient eclairciiTement,

therefore I fnall not hazard any farther

explanation, or conjedure, but leave it

to the exercife of more ingenious minds,

contenting myfelf with the bare relation

of the mere matter of fa£t.

The length of this river from the

fource of the Dan, in the Alegany moun-

tains,
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ta}ns, to Roanoak inlet on the coaft of

the Atlantic Ocean, is very extenfive, be-

ing more than fix hundred miles along

with the meanders, and not lefs than five

hundred miles in a direct line.

The whole fettlement of the lower Saw-

ra Towns, being a vaft body of excelP-nt

and moft valuable land, containing thirty-

three thoufand acres, of which more than

nine thoufand are exceedingly rich low

grounds, is the property of Mr. Farley, of

the ifland of Antigua in the Weft Indies,

and formerly belonged to the late Col.

William Byrd, of V/eftover, on James

River, in Virginia.

About the year feventeen hundred and

fixty-one, Mr. Byrd fold the whole of this

large, valuable, and extenfive tra£t of land

to a Mr. Maxwell, for only five hundred

pounds, who concluded the purchafe with-

out feeing it.

In the fpring of the enfuing year, he

went out to view his new eftate.

It happenedjjuft at that time, that a pro-

digious flood in the Dan had overfpread

Vol. I. S the
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the whole of the low lands on the river,

of which near ten thoufand acres were

Covered by the inundation.

This extraordinary circumftance, and

very awful appearancCjaftonifhed and inti-

midated Mr. Maxwell, who, on his return

to V/eflover, expreffing difiatisfadion with

his purchafe, Mr. Byrd, with a generofity

for which he was diftinguijGied, returned

him the five hundred pounds, and re- '

ceived again the property of his lands.

That fame year, in the fall, or autumn,

Mr. Farley of Antigua, being on a vifit at

Weftover, in Virginia, and having under-

Itood that Col. Byrd had a large trad of ex-

cellent land in the back country to difpofe of,

after being informed of the number of acres,

immediately offered one thoufand pounds

for the purchafe, without ever having feen

k alfo; which offer was as readily accepted.

Mr- Farley, having returned to Antigua,

fuffered it to remain in thif.i uncultivated,

unimproved flate, and never went near it,

until the year one thoufand feven hundred

aijd fixty- nine, when he fent his fon,James

7 Parke
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Parke Farley, Efq. into Virginia, who

ventured out that diftance into the back

country to view the eftate, and after

fome difficulty in removing accidental fet-

tlers, who had taken pofleffion of fiich

parts thereof as they beft approved

without any legal right or authority, di-

vided it into numerous plantations and

farms, which he rented out, keeping in

his own hands, a moft valuable excellent

tradl, the choice of the whole ; on this

plantation he fettled a great number of

flaves, and a vail flock, all of which alfo

increafed prodigioufly.

In fhort the value of this eftate has aug-

mented fo exceedingly, that in the year

feventeen hundred and feventy-two, Mr.

Farley refufed twenty-eight thoufand

pounds for the purchafe of it. A mortify-

ing circumftance and refledion this to

Mr. Byrd, the firft proprietor, who had

tranfadled the bufinefs, and was then in

exiftence and neceffity ; but fomewhat alle-

viated by the younger Mr. Farley, in whofe

pofleffion it was,having inter-married with

S 2 his
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his eldeft daughter, ib that by this means

the eftatewas not entirely out of the family.

During the ten days of my refidence at

this place, we had frequent alarming ac-

counts of the attacks, depredations, and

fhocking barbarities committed by the In-

dians on the White inhabitants, fome di-

ftance beyond the Dan, about the head of

Smith's River which falls into the Dan

on the north fide, almoft oppofite to the

lower Sawra Towns.

This induced Mr. Bailey and his fa-

mily, particularly the lovely, amiable

Betfy, to be very llrenuous and prefling

in perfuading me to defer the profecution

of my intended journey, and to proceed

no farther, on account of the hardfliips,

difficulties, and imminent dangers I muft

inevitably encounter, at this inaufpicious

period, in thepurfuit of this propofed ex-

pedition to Henderfon's new fettlement on

Kentucky, which was flill a prodigious

diftance from me, no lefs than five hun-

dred miles, and through the Indian coun-

try the greater part of the way.

They
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They all very urgently and kindly re-

quefted me to remain along with them

during the enfuing fummer ; and had I at

that time attended and given way to the*

bias of my inclinations, and the feelings of

my heart, I fhould certainly have em-

braced their hofpitable propofal with in-

finite pleafure.

But when I maturely confidered the fatal

confequences of yielding to the pleafmg

allurements of the fenfes, and the uncon-

trouled fway of the paflions, at my early

period of life, I fummoned up all my for-

titude and refolution to fupport and aflift

me in the confiiQ:, determined to perfift in

my original undertaking, however peri-

lous, and tear myfelf from this enchanting,

but dangerous ftate of felicity,

I therefore finally concluded to proceed,

notwithftanding the hazard and jeopardy

attending my farther progrefs, arifmg from

the alarming commotions of the Indians,

which were now indeed fufficiendy afcer-

Jained and authenticated.

S 3 Wheq
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When I related to Mr. Bailey the diffi-

culty and hardfliips I had already en-

countered in my journey out to the Sawra

'Towns, he informed me, that the road

or path, along which I had travelled,

was firft made and blazed abaut nine

years before ; but that It had been fo

very little frequented, and the buflies and

under v/ood had grov^n up again fo per-

fectly, that when he had occafion to go to

Hiilfborough, about two years ago, he

could fcarcely perceive it at all ; but

having a tomahawk with him, he blazed

the trees on each fide, as he went along,

by which means he was enabled the more

readily to find his way in returning ; and

that it was the remaining appearance of his

blazing on the trees, by which I had been

able to trace the path, elfe it muft have beeri

totally impradicable for me to have found

or followed it at all ; for he believfed no

perfon whatever, excepting himfelf and

me, had travelled it for feveral years paft,

and very few indeed had ever ufed it, fmce

its firft exiftence.

The
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The reafon of its being fo much unfre-

quented was, becaufe what httle intercowrfe

and trade the inhabitants of the Sawra

fettlements carried on with the fea-porls,

^d more cuUivated part of the country,

was either by roads down along the fide

of the Dan and the Roanoak to HaUfax,

and Edenton, in North- Carolina, or acrofs

the country to Peterfburg, and Richmond,

&c. on James River, in Virginia.

While I was at the Sawra Towns, one

day a little lad of Mr. Bay ley's came to ac-

quaint us that he had killed a horn fnake,

which being a curiofity that I was ex-

tremely defirous of obferving and ex-

amining with particular attei.tion, I ac-

companied him to the place where he faid

he had left it ; but when we arrived there,

to my great difappointment it was not

to be found.

He aflured me that it muft not have been

quite dead, tind had recovered fo much as

to be able to crawl from the fpot on which

\\Q had left it, and had fecreted itfelf fome-

.where among the leaves.

S 4 How-
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However, every one, and all the inha-

bitants, with the greateft confidence af-

ferted and avowed their having feen fuch

fnakes, though very feldom.

They reprefented them to me, as the

moft formidable and direful foes in exif-

tence to the human race, and to all anima^-

tion ;
poifonous and fatal to a degree aU

mofi: beyond credibility.

He is defcribed as fomething refembling

a black fnake, but thicker, fhorter, and

ofa colour more inclining to a dark brown.

He never bites his adverfary, but has a

weapon ia his tail, called his fting, of a

hard, horny fubftance, in fhape and ap-

pearance very much like to a cock's fpur :

with this he ftrikes his antagonift, or

whatever objedl he aims at, when he leaft

expeds it, and if it penetrates the fkin, it

is inevitable and fudden death.

So very virulent is his poifon, that it Is

reported, if he fhould mifs the obje£t he

pointed at, and fhould ftrike his horn

through the bark of a young fapling tree,

if it penetrates into the fap or vital juice,

the
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the bark or rind will, within a few hours,

fwell, burft, and peel off, and the tree

itfelf will perilh.

As other ferpents crawl upon their bel-

lies, fo can this; but he has another method

of moving peculiar to his own fpecies,

which he always adopts when he is in eager

purfuit of his prey; he throws himftlf in-

to a circle, running rapidly round, advan-

cing like a hoop, with his tail arifing and

pointing forward in the circle, bywhich he

is always in the ready pofition of ftriking.

It is obferved, they only make ufe of

this method in attacking ; for when they

fly from their enemy, they go upon their

bellies, like other ferpents.

From the above circumftance, peculiar

to themfelves, they have alfo derived the

appellation of hoop fnakes.

Being firmly refolved to proceed on my
expedition to Kentucky, I endeavoured to

hire a guide from this place, but every

one that I applied to declined it, both be-

caufe they were as little acquainted with

the way as myfelf, and on account of the

dif-
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difturbances, and violent outrages lately

committed by the Indians, at which every

perfon without exception was terrified

in the highefl degree.

They alfo endeavoured to communicate

their panic, fears, and apprehenfions to

me ; but my ignorance of the adual

danger enabled me to refill, with effeiSt,

every attack of that nature, and deter-

mined me, although I could not obtain

either a fervant, guide, or companion,

to perfift in the ehterprize, however

hazardous ; and I even concluded to fet

out ak)ne.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXV.

Tord the Dan.'" Fall in. Part w'lih my lovely Guide.

Get loJ}» Perplexing Situation. Come upon a Num-

her of Indians. Their Behaviour. Their Hofpitality

and Kindnefs,

ON the fifteenth day of May I took

my leave of Mr. Bailey and his

family, every one of whom feemed to be

really more concerned for my future

fafety than I could poffibly have con-

ceived, being all in tears, and appearing

almoll certain that I fhould be deftroyed

by the favages ; having ufed their moll

,earneft perfuafions and utmoft endeavours

to change my refolution of proceeding on

this journey.

The kind-hearted and truly amiable

Betfy infilled on piloting me over the

Dan herfelf, rather than any of her bro-

thers, although the ford at this place was

extremely rapid, rocky, and dangerous,

particularly to thofe unacquainted there-

with and with the intricate manner of

paffing it, the river being alfo very wide.

This
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This I experienced to my cofl, for being

rather Inattentive in following quite clofe

to my beautiful young Amazonian con-

ductor, who was on horfeback, riding boldly

like a man, my horfe fuddenly plunged with

me into a deep place over both our heads,

and we w^ere carried down the current,

a confiderable diftance, with great velocity.

Indeed it was with the utmoft difhculty

I reached the oppofite fhore at all, after

the greateft hazard imaginable of being

loft, notwithftanding both my horfe an4

mvfelf were excellent fwimmers.

The concern of my lovely guide dur^

ing this dangerous fcene was inexpreffi-

ble, and only equalled by her joy on my
fafe arrival on fhore ; the banks of which

being fo foft, fteep, and interwoven with

roots of trees, which entangled my
horfe's legs fo much, that I could fcarcely

get him up at all : however, at length I ac-

coraplifhed it after feveral violent ftruggles.

There being no inhabitants on this

fiide of the river, they having all aban-

doned their plaritations, and fled into a

flockade(}
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flockaded fort, about thirty miles dlftance

from thence, where they had taken re-

fuge, upon fome of them being found

killed by the Indians, I was obliged to

ftrike a light, and kindle a fire in the

woods to dry my cloaths ; in this my
kind companion was as ufual very fer-

viceable to me, and in a little more than an

hour we fet out again on the journey, fiie

infifting to accompany me fome miles far-

ther, in order to condud me the right way

which fhe reprefented as particularly intri-

cate and difficult to find during that diftance.

When we had rode about feven miles to-

gether, perceiving my lovely guide make

no offer of returning,! infifted on our part-

ing, on account of the extremedangerevery

perfon appeared to apprehend from the

Indians by their having all left their habi-

tations, whichwe found deferted and empty

for the whole way on that fide of the Dan.

* Having at length, by an effort of all

my refolution, overcome the ftruggle of

parting with this lovely, kind, and af-

fectionate friend, I was feized with a

kind
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kind of languor, or caceleffnefs of my
fate, my mind and fpirits being enerv-

ated and foftened down with an inex-

preflibly painful fenfibility, which ren-

dered me regard lefs of whatever might

befal me, and indeed quite inattentive to

my way, fo ithat in a very few hours,

by purfuing the wrong path, I found

myfelf in the woods without any tra6t

whatever to dired my courfe, that in

which I had been having terminated, be-

ing only made by the hogs, which run

wild almoft all over America, and efpe-

cially in the weflern frontiers.

It was this difagreeable fituation that

firft roufed me from this lethargic, but

painful reverie in which I had been ab-

forbed, and I then eageily pufhed on in

hopes, yet very doubtful, of finding fome

path to direct me, and indeed to enable

me to travel at all, for it is v/ith great

difficulty a perfon on horfeback can pafs

on through the woods at all where there is

no path, on account of the roughnefsof the

ground, the thickets of underwood, the

branches
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branches of trees hanging low and inter-

mingling with each other, and the nume-

rous water-courfes which are frequently

altogether impaflable for many miles.

It is impoflible for me to afcertaia

how far I had travelled in this moft dif-

agreeable of all imaginable fituations, when

all on a fudden, on the fide of a gentle

afcent, I perceived a number of men
fitting on the ground, and fuch they

were as I had never feen before, painted

black and red, and all armed with fire-

locks and tomahawks.

I was within the didance of fifty yards

of them before I perceived them, '^and was

abfolutely rejoiced to fall in with them,

my firft idea being that they w^ere hunters,

white men, who frequently continue in

the woods hunting, for feveral months

together, without going near the inhabi-

tants, or entering a houfe.

In this idea I immediately went up to-

wards them withjoy inmy countenance, for

in my bewildered condition it was really a

pleafure to me to fee any of my fellow-

crea-
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creatures once more, and I did not know

nor conceive danger, even from Indians.

But the inftant they perceived me, one

of them fell proftrate on the ground, and

another jumped on his feet, put his

hands to his mouth, and fent forth a

moft dreadful yell that made the whole

woods refound ; and feeing me coming

boldly up towards them, he advanced a

few fteps to meet me, fpoke fome words

I did not underftand, and after paufing

a while, held forth his hand towards me :

I Ihook him heartily by the hand, and

faid / was very glad to meet with theniy

for I was loJl\ and intreated they would

be Jo kind as direSl me the way to Beaver

Creek and SmitJis River,

He anfwered again in a language that

was to me altogether unintelligible, and

I then found they were Indians j which

difcovery, however, did not at all alarm

orintimidate me, becaufe of my ignorance

of the danger I was in.

Obferving one of them point to a broad

gold lace and ftone buckle which was

round
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round the crown of my hat and glittered

in the fun, I alighted from my horfe,

took it off, and buckled it round the head

of him who had fhaken hands with me

and appeared to be the chief perfon among

them. He feemed much pleafed with the

prefent, and made figns for me to fit

down and eat with them : this I readily

complied with, and partook of a repaftj

which confifled of venifon, kernels of

hickory nuts, and wall-nuts, all mixed

together with wild honey, and every one

eat with his hands, dipping one of them

into the victuals;

To be fure there was neither delicacy

nor eleanlinefs in their manner of eating

together, but the food was delicious, and

exquifitely pleafant to the tafte; and for

my own part, having a keen appetite, I

eat very heartily, which feemed to afford

a particular fatisfadion to my hofpitable

favage friends, for fueh indeed they were

to me.

Vol. L T chap.
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CHAP. XXXVI.

D'trcHed the Way by the Indians. Leatherwood

Creek. Plantations abandoned. Beaver Creek.

Arrive at the Fort. Refujed Admittance.

Y horfe, who had quite as much

need of refrefhment as me, was

alfo regaling himfelf on the herbage, for

I had turned him loofe when I fat down

to this Indian primitive feaft.

The Indians and I made a fhift to keep

up a kind of converfation by figns and

geftures, for I did not underftand a fingle

word of their language, and I did not

then imagine that they underflood me

;

but fmce that time I have had many

reafons to believe that Englifh was not

altogther unintelligible to fome of them,

although they either could not, or would

not attempt to fpeak it.

For after both I and my horfe were

fufBciently refrefhed, having ftaid with

them all night, one of the Indians was

9 dif.
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difpatclied along with me, by him to

whom I had made the prefent, and ac-

compatnied me for feven or eight miles, to

put me into the right way to Beaver Creek,

tipon Smith's River 5 and after he had done

fo, and pointed out the courfe for me to

proceed in, we ihook hands and parted,

he returned to his cempanions, and I

purfued m.y journey along a very plain

blazed path, that foon brought me to

a large water-courfe, named Leatherwood

Creek, which empties itfelf into Smith's

kiver, a vefy capital branch of the Dan,

the confluence of which is about four

miles above the lower Sawra Towns, oa

the north fide.

There were feveral fine plantations on

the rich low grounds of this creek, but

they were all deferted, not a fingle in-

habitant was to be feen ; their cattle,

horfes, &c. were wandering about their

mafter's habitations, and conveyed to

me the moft mournful, melancholy, and

difmal ideas that can be conceived.

T 7; About
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About eight miles beyond Leathef-

wood Creek, 1 met a man on horfeback,

whole horfe was covered with foam and

iVeat.

, He Teemed to be in the utmoft aftoni^h-

ment at the fight of me, and afked me,
'' Where, in the name of God, I came
*^ from ?" I anfwered him, I came yefter-

dayfrom the Sawra Tovvns, and was on

my way to the fort on Smith's River.

He then exclaimed, " Good God ! did

^' not I know that the Indians had taken

" up the hatchet, and had begun to kill

" the Whites ?" and looking on the

ground, *' declared he faw their tradls," or

the marks of their footfteps ** there then •
**

and afked me " if I had not feen any of

*' them ? But why (faid he) do I afk

" you that ? If you had feen them., or

«' they had feen you, I certainly fhould

" not have met you here, for they would
'*' either have fcalped you, or have put

^\ yo\i to death by their tortures."

I replied, " he was miflaken, for I had

;'>.;feen them, had ate and ilept with them,

and
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'^* and that they had been very kind to me,

'* infiead of fcalping me, or putting me to

*' death, as he imagined :" but he waited

not to hear the laft words of what I faid,

for as foon as he underftood that I had feen

them, he clapped whip and fpurs to his

horfe back again, as faft as he could jnake

him go, while I gazed after him, imagining

the man was mad or delirious.

I rode on at my leifure, wondering at

this man's ftrange condu<ft, and compar-

ing it with that of the Indians towards

me, it was not at all to their difadyan-

tage.

I foon afterwards crofTed another large

water- courfe named Beaver Creek, not

far from the fort, which alfo empties it-

felf into Smith's River.

Upon this flream there was a very

fine corn or grill: mill, which was alfo

abandoned by the proprietor, and had

been left fo fuddenly, that the hopper

remained half full of corn unground,

while the other half was ground into

fneal, and in this condition it continued,

T 3 the
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the water being turned off from thc^

mill-wheel.

Here I alighted, and fed my harfe, and

after he had eaten until he left, fet out

again on my journey.

In riding about two or three miles

farther, I at length came to the fort itfelf,

which contained all the -*7ihabitants of

the country around, men, women, an4

children crouded all together.

1 was exceedingly happy at the thoughts

of being once more among inhabitants,

but this imaginary felicity was of very

fhcrt duration, for when I went to the

gate of the fort, expedti.ng to go in, I

was pofitively refufed admittance.

My aftonilhment at this ftrange unac-

countable condud: towards me could only

be equalled by my concern at fo grievous,

a difappointment and mortification, for

all my eotreaties and moft earnefl folicita-

tions for permiffion to enter were in vain..

They within infifted that I was an

enemy, or a Frenchman, becaufe I had

been in company with the Indians, and

had

I
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had efcaped unmolefted, and alfo as my
accent was different from theirs.

This I found they were informed of

by the man whom I met on horfeback,

and who turned back full fpeed as foon

as I acquainted him of my having been

with the Indians.

This man, it feems, had been difpatched

as an exprefs to the next fort, which was

a confiderable diftance off, for affillance ;

and had alfo been directed to reconnoitre

the country between ; to difcover, if he

could, what danger was to be appre-

hended; whether the Indians were doing

mifchief; and what numbers of them

were in the vicinity.

How well he executed his commiflion,

his condu£t, already related, evinces ; as

alfo how totally unlit he was for fuch a

purpofe, having fled with the utmoft

precipitation on even hearing of Indians,

without v^aiting to difcover whether they

were hoftile or friendly.

T 4 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVII. -

Threaten to Jet Fire to the Fort. Admitted. Shock-z

tug Scenes of Iniquity and Obfcenencfs within. Ride

ot and vljit the Plantations around. Refolve to ji't

cut on my 'Journey.

I
Continued to entreat for admittance

until they threatened to fire upon me

if I did not retire, which made me with-

draw fjom the gate to confider what Heps

I muft purfue, for I never found myfelf

in {<:i fmgular and unpleafant a predica-

ment in my life.

However, the firft thing I did was to

turn my horfe loofe into a very fine

field of green wheat that I obferved on

the banks of the river i and I wandered

all round the country adjacent to the fort

for feveral hours, totally at a lofs what

to do, oi in what manner to proceed.

This was what is called a ftockaded foft,

but to any perfon, excepting thofe who
have feen fuch in America, it \vould ap-

pear
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pear in no refped: a place of arms, for

there is nothing like an efplanade, counter-

fcarp, nor ditch, neither ramparts nor

parapet, no out-poft, out-centry, nor vi-

dettes 5 but it refembled a quadrangular

polygon, inclofed with large timber, and

cuts of treesfplit in two, about twelve

or fixteen feet high above the ground,

ftanding ere6:, and about three or four

feet in the earth, and quite clofe together,

with loop holes cut through about four or

five feet from the ground for fmall arms.

There was alfofomething like a baflion

at each angle, which, hov/ever, could

fcarcely be faid to flank the curtains

;

and a log-houfe, mufket proof, on each

fide of the gate.

Within the area, nearly in the centre,

was a common houfe framed and boarded,

filled in, to the height of fix feet, with

ftones and clay on the infide, as a de-

fence againft fmall arms ; it was covered

only with fhingles made of pine, which

could be eafily fet on fire as well as

every
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every other part of the whole ilrudlurc,

without exception.

I wandered round and round this

fortrefs until night began to advance,

and then ventured to approach the gate

once more, foliciting for admittance, but

with no better fuccefs than before.

I ufed every argument my mind could

fuggeft to induce them to receive me ;

put them in mind I was but one man,

and defired them to put me undci* guard

if they fufpeded me after 1 vv^as in, if

they would only admit me ; and begin-»

iiing alfo to be under apprehenfions for

my own life, as the Indians would cer-

tainly be tempted to kill a perfon they

faw ftraggling round the outfide of the

fort, although they did not moleft me
when 1 came up to them at a diftance

from it ; and I alfo confidered that al-

though one party of them fpared my
life, another party might make no fcru-

ple of killing me, efpeciaily in fo unfa-

vourable a fituation , this certain danger

infpired me with a defperate determina-

tion.
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tion> and I refolutely told them at the

gate, that I muft come in, reprefented

the fatal confequences of my being left

putfide,and pofitive^y declared that I would

abfolutely fet fire to the fort if they per-

fifted in refuling me admittance.

They again threatening to (hoot mej I

afTured them that I would as foon be

killed by them as by the Indians, and

folemnly fwore I would fet fire to the

ilockades.

Upon this, I was defired to wait a

few minutes, until they confulted to-

gether 3 at the conclufion of which they

agreed to admit me.
^

The wicker gate was then opened,

and I crept in ; but, good God ! fuch a

fight as was prefented before mine eyes

can fcarcely be conceived in idea, much
lefs defcribed

.

Such a motley crew of men, women,

and children ; fuch an abandoned fet of

mifcreants, void of fhame, but abound-

ing with fear ; fuch horrid imprecations,

biafphemy, obfcenenefs, and every fpecies

of
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of iniquity, I never before nor fince have

feen or heard of.

No fubordination, no regularity, no

propriety, no good condudt, not a fingle

good word, i had almoft faid good

thought, was there within thofe gates ;

bul all was confufion, naftinefs, and the

moft abominable wickednefs.

To defcribe the deteftable fcenes of

depravity that I was hourly witaefs of in

this place, would be extremely irkfome

to myi'elf, and difgufting to others

;

and on this account I fliall pafs them all

over, only obferving, that a fet of more

wicked, abandoned, fliamelefs, and pro-

fligate mifcreants never were nor caii be

coUeded together.

On the next day I propofed to take a

walk about the fort, but they would not

let me out at the gate.

However, on the day following I in-

fifted upon it, and they threatened not

to admit me again : but notwithftanding,

I ventured out, and having faddled my
horfe, rode a great many railes round the

countrys
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country, without feeing a fingle inhabi-

tant, or Indian.

I returned to the fort at night, and was

admitted ; having acquainted them with

my obfervations, and the diftance I had

reconnoitred around, two young men
propofed to accompany me next day, to

vifit their father's plantations.

Accordingly we three fet out from the

fort early in the morning, and went to

one of their plantations, which was five

miles off, w^here we found every thing

unmolefted, only the domeftic animals

were almofl fiarved, and appeared re-

joiced to fee us.

The other plantation was twelve miles

diftant from this, and we vifited it alfo ;

,

here a tame bear, which had been left, di-

verted us very much with his antic gQ{-

tures, and his odd manner of faluting his

two-legged brothers vvhom I had brought

with me from the fort : but as, fooner or

later, all, even the dcarefl of friends,

muft part, fo muft they, and the forrow

on
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on the cccafion was great, even as theif

joy had been, when they met.

We vifited leveral other plantations,

and the two young men conchiding to

return next day to their plantations to

remain, we turned our horfes heads to-

wards the fort, where we arrived in the

evening.

Having made our report concerning

the occurrences of the day, and the ap-

pearance of peace and tranquiUty we had

every where perceived, it was propofed

for each perfon to return to his refpedtive

habitation on the day following 5 but ti-

midity, diftruft, and cowardice ftarted a

number of ojbjedions, which occafioned

many warm debates on the fubjed ; and

at length it was concluded on to wait a

few days longer, but in the mean time

to difpatch two men on each quarter, to

fee that all was quiet, and that there was

no appearance of Indians.

For my own part I determined on fetting

out early next morning to purfue my jour-

ney
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ney to Kentucky, having hired one of the

young men, who accompanied me in out

ride round the fort, to attend me in this

journey, which he undertook to do with

great alacrity, and feemed as eager to

fee that celebrated place as myfelf.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVIIL

Situation of the Fort. Smith's River. Soil. Gi)i-feng.

Snakc-rooti, Prices of JVhcaty Cortiy Beef, Pork,

ToidccOy l^c. Culture of Indian Corn. Its great

and univcrfal Utility.

^
I

^HIS fort is fituated on a fmall emi-

JL nence that commands a very fine

view of Smith's River for feveral milesj

and of the confluence of Beaver Creek ;

but it is only the lov/ grounds of the ri-

ver and creek on the north-eall fide that

can be perceived ; the lofty timber on the

oppofite banks of the river, as ufual all

over America, effedually prevents any

greater diftance being feen.

But the eminence, the fort is built upon,

is by no means the higheft in the vicinity;

tbere are many, and fome of them almoll

clofe to it, that altogether command it.

The low land on Smith's River and

Beaver Creek is indeed excellent, but

narrow : the high ground and hills, being

very near the rive^r on each fide, are ex-

Geedlngly
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teedlngly rocky and fteril
;

' the roads, or

rather paths, are as bad as caa be con-

ceived ; and the houfes and plantations

are very indifferent indeed ; but there is a

great abundance of game, fuch as deer^

bears, f'ome panthers, wild cats, otters,

raccoons, oppoflums, wild turkeys, and

all kinds of fquirrels.

The n:rowth of the timber on the low

land is very large, but not eq^uai to that on

,
the low grounds' of the Roanoak and the

Dan : the foil is of a deep black colour,

and rather light, but exceeding deepj

however it is liable to be flooded.

The river is about fifty yards wide, but

very much interrupted with old logs, large

trees, &c. that have been brought down

the dream by the floods after heavy rains;

it is not rapid, but flows calmly along, in

a fmooth, gentle current, and it is fordable

but in a very few places.

The high land, as I obferved before, is

very rough, rocky, and poor ; fome of it

is rather light, and there is abundance of

the valuable plant, or rather root of Gin-

VoL. L U feng
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feng found and gathered in the woods,

which in China is accounted a fpecific for

almofl every diforder incident to the hu-

man frame, and fells for more than its

weight in gold ; here it fells for about fif-

teen pence currency, or a {l:iilling fterling

a pound.

The inhabitants, and negroes, likewife

find and dig great quantities of fnake-root,

of each of the different kinds, which they

alfo fell for nearly the fame price as gin-

feng ; this was exported to Europe, being

fent by land-carriage to James River,

where it was fhipped, and Briti(h manu-

fatftures were taken in exchange for this

as well as the reft of all their commodities,

at very advanced prices.

They alfo fell great numbers of deer

ikins and furs; but the principal of their

exports are hogs, which they raife in great

numbers, and drive them, in droves of

one, two, three, four, and 6ve hundred to-

gether, to the falls of James River, and of

Roanoak, and to the more populous parts

of the country, as well as the fea-ports.

Some
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Some few black cattle are alfo brought

from this part of the frontiers, but in no

confiderable numbers.

Deer fldns, dried or cured with the bait

on, are fold for about a fliilling fterling a

pound. Raccoon il^ins, about fix-pence

each. . Otter {kins, about two or three

fhillings each. Beaver, &c. in proportion.

Their hogs they fell alive, for about

twelve fliillings an hundred weight, that

is, if they are bought there; but when

driven down the country, they cofl: about

twenty fhillings fterling a hundred weight.

Black cattle fell nearly for the fame

prices*

Venifon is excellively cheap, generally

about half-a-erown for a whole deer, ex-

clufive of the Ikin.

There is alfo a confiderable quantity of

tobacco cultivated here, which- is almoft all

carried to James River, and fells there at

the rate generally of fixteen, eighteen, or

twenty {hillings per hundred v^reight.

They make very little whear, and ufe

flill lefs
J
the general price ofwheat there at

U 2 home
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home Is about half-a-crown per builiel,

which is the meafure they fell it by.

But the great fupport of the country Is

Indian corn, with which they fubfiO:

themfelves, their negroes, their horfes,

and fatten their hogs, after they are in

good plight by feeding on the acorns in

the woods, which are always called Maji in

America ; of this there are fome years

amazing quantities, fo that the hogs are

frequently fattened with that alone, which

they find themfelves in the woods ; but

the pork is always ibft, and for that rea-

fon, people generally feed them fome little

time upon Indian corn, after they appear

fufficiently fatted with mail.

Indian corn is the great ftaff of life in

America, and is meafured by what is called

the barrel there, vvhich contains juil: five

bufhels, and the price then was a dollar,

or fcur fhillings and fix pence flerling per

barrel. \

This however Vvas accounted dear, for

the general price is only three fhillings

per barrel, which is not quite feven pence

9 ' halfpenny
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halfpenny a bufhel : the cheapeft grain

perhaps in the world ; for it 'weighs from

fifty to fifty-five pounds each the bufheL

As the culture of Indian corn is un-

known in Great Britain, or at any rate

but very little pradifed, a brief defcription

of it may not be unacceptable.

Indian corn, which is in fome places

called Maize, is nearly as large as horfe

beans, being fomewhat flat and flinty, of a

yellowifh white colour, fometimes red,

and fometimes fpeckled.

It is contained in ears from eight to

fixteen inches long, and from four to feven

inches in circumference. In the middle

is a hard fubflance called a cob, on v/hich

the grains grow clofe together, at right

angles from, it, and not obliquely like

wheat, barley, or rye.

On each ear there are always either

twelve or fixteen rows, and the whole is

covered with a thick firong white hulk,

compofed of three or four leaves or coats,

which adhere to the whole very clofely,

U 3 and
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and are each fomething more than the

whole ear In length, to which they are

united at the ftalk, or lower extremity.

Indian corn is neither fown, nor reaped.

It is planted and gathered.

The ground for it, is firft plowed over

one way, quite flufh ; this is croffed by

furrows fi^e or fix feet afunder, and thefe

by other furrows at right angles at fimilar

difhances, which divide the whole field into

fquares of five or fix feet every way.

In each croffing, three grains of corn are

dropped i.'A'}, covered with a hand hoe
;

this is performed fome time in the month

of May, and is termed Planting of Corn.

Atter it iias fprung up above the ground,

when any is miifmg, or not come up, pro-

ceeding either from bad feed, or worms,

vermin, and infedts that deftroy the tender

ihoots, the hills are fupplied with frefh

grains again, which is denominated i^^-

planting the Corn.

It is afterwards plowed acrofs the firft

furrows : the next plowing is acrofs thefe
\

and
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and fo on alternately, until it is all plowed

live times over ; then it is weeded and

chopped around the roots of the ftalks

with broad hand hoes; this is called Laying

by the Corfi.

In Auguft and September it begins

to bloffom and fhoot out ears, which is

called 'to taff'el, becaule beautiful, fhining,

filky taflels come out from the extreme

end of the ears, and hang waving down.

Thefe ears proceed from the joints, from

the height of three to fix feet above the

ground.

There is alfo another beautiful bloflbm

at the very top of the whole, which is in

reality the male flowers, or farina, as the

elegant fhining filky taffels are the fe-

male ; for this plant is both male and

female in itfelf.

Thefe tafl'els are as foft as filk, and of

all different colours appearing very bright

gloffy and delightful to the eye.

This ftate of it is denominated The

Com being in Silks.

U4 It
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It has been difcovered that the line fa-

rina from the male flowers, behig carried

by the wind and agitation of the air upon

the female filky taflels, impregnate them,

and fill the grain in the ears ; for there is a

taffel or fJk proceeds from every fmgle

grain ; and experiments have evinced, that

one male will impregnate five hundred

plants, when all the reft of the tops, which

contain the male bloflbms, are cut off, and

only the female, or ears in filks are left.

It has been experienced alfo, that if

there be a field of corn within a mile or

two of one where all the tops or n^ale

bloiToms are cut off entirely, yet ftill the

ears will be impregnated and filled by

the male farina brought by the agitation

of the air and the winds -, but the ears will

|iot be all full.

But it has likewife been difcovered by

experiments, that if all the tops or male

bloilbms are cut off in a field of corn, and

t:here be not another field within fix or fe-

^en milesj the whole field will be ufclefs
j

there
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there v/ill be no grain en the ears, which

will not hll, becaufe the female part of the

plant has not been impregnated by the

male.

The height of the ftalks, when in a

{late of perfed maturity, is from eight to

twelve feet and upwards ; with joints at

the dillance of eight or ten inches from

each other, at each of which are two

leaves or blades, fropi one to two feet in

length, and two or three inches broad,,

The male flowers, as has been jufl ob-

ferved, grow at the top of all, and appear

fomelhing like to the heads or ears of rice,

or large oats, after the fine farina is blown

off.

The female flowers are rather below the

middle of the flalk, at the extremity of

the ears v.'hich proceed from the joints in

that part of the ftalk.

In 06:ober the blades, or leaves, which

are broad and long, are pulled off, and

tied in bundles, being left in the field to

cure, and are excellent provender for

}iorfes ; for thofe who are accuftomed to

this
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this ,wlll not eat the very fineft hay; then

the tops are alfo cut off j lift above the ear.

And during the latter part of November,

and all December, after the frofls have

come on, the corn is gathered^ two, three,

and four ears from every fialk, and the

ftalks, each of which is generally above

an inch in diameter, are left ftandmg in

the field.

A bulhel of corn will plant near twenty

acres ; and on the richeft lands twenty

acres will produce two hundred and fifty

barrels, or one thoufand two hundred and

fifty bufhels. A moft aftonifhing increafe

indeed !

The land is firfl: plowed with twohorfes

in the plough, becaufe the labour is then

harder ; but every ploughing befides is

done with one horfe only; and one plough

will work between thiriy and forty acres

in Indian corn.

The whole of this excellent grain is

ufeful, and there is no part of it Ihould

be thrown away.

The
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The leaves cured are excellent proven-

der for horfes ; the tops, ftalks, and hufks

are exceeding fine fodder for cattle, and

the grain itfelf fupports the inhabitants

themfelves, both white and black, befides

feeding their horfes, and fattening their

Jiogs.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XXXIX.

Set out for Kentucky, V'lfit the Summit of the IVart

Mouyitain* Dlfcription of a moji cxtcnjlve, grand^

end elegant Perfpc£flve. Ideas raifed in the A4lnd.

F T E R this long digreffion on

the culture of Indian corn, the

grand ftafF of life thrgughout this

continent, I fhall proceed with an ac-

count of my journey to Kentuclsy ; for

my white favage and I fet out from the

fort early next morning.

I had procured rifles, ammunition, and

Indian dreffes for us both, which are by

far the mofl convenient for travelling in

that country ; as alfo blankets to cover us,

aswefhould be obliged to deep in the woods

every night ; befides bells for our horfes,

to enable us to hear them at a diRance

when they were turned loofe to feed, and

hobbles, or fpancils, made of ftrong

leather, and faftened on their legs, to

prevent
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prevent them from wandering out of our

reach where we remained all night.

I myfcif was provided with pocket

compaiTes before I came here, and had

befides a very juft idea of the geography

of the country.

I muft beg permiffion at this place

to correal an error I have obferved in all

the maps of that country, which give

the name of Smith's River to the Stan-

ton, for this is a very great mi (lake, as

Smith's River is that which in the maps

is" named the Irv/ine River; and it was

on the north-eaft fide of it, near the con-

IHTuence of Beaver Creek, where the fort

I juil left was ereded ; the whole coun-

try round, for a very great diftance^ being

now denominated Pitfylvania county,

which is the fouth-weftern "frontier of

Virginia.

Having heard much of theWart^vIoun-

tain, one of the firft, but moft confider-

ably of the Aleganies, or rather the Blue

IVIountains, for height, as well as for its

amazing extent of perfpedive, I deter-

mined
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mined to vifit it, and afcend the fumriiit

thereof on my way; for which reafon

we bent our courfe towards it, and croffed

Smith's River about nine miles above

the fort, at a very bad ford, v/hich was

deep and dangerous.

After traveling through an exceedingly

rough country, and in extreme bad paths

indeed, frequently without any, as alfo

crofTmg feveral deep creeks, or water-

courfes, we found ourfelves at night be-

ginning to afcend the Wart Mountain,

which is upon the fouth-weft fide of

Smith's River ; and we alighted on an

agreeable and convenient fpot, near the

fide of a brook of water, to put up for

the night, turning our horfes out with

their bells and hobbles on, to prevent our

lofing them.

We ftruck up and kindled a large fire,

gathered leaves for us to lie upon, eat

heartily of our jerked (or dried) venifon,

drank fome brandy and water, (for we

had brought a pretty large flock along

us), wrapped ourfelves up in our blan*,

ket^,
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kets, and lay dowa under a large tree,

with our feet towards the fire 3 having

travelled about forty- f^x miles that day*

I cannot undertake to pron^'unce

whether it is owing r:-. tiie falubriry and

elafticity of the air, thus in free cir-

culation, and totally unconfined, but cer-

tain it is, that I never found myfelf de-

jected, indiipofed, or low-fpirited in •ihe

morning, after paffiiig the night in this

manner.

I arofe in the morning as gay and

chearful as a lark, and fet out at the

dawn of day to afcend the mountain,

with my mind filled with the moft agree-

able expedations of the vail pleafure I

ihould enjoy from the amazingly great

extent of the perfpedive from the fum-

mir, which is reckoned equal, if not fu-

perior to any, even the high eft and moft

commanding inland fituation in the world,

at a diftance from the fea.

As we approached the fummit we
found the journey exceedingly trouble-

fome, the aicent becoming more and

more
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more perpendicular, until at length we

were obliged to aliglit from our horfes,

and lead them after us.

Even this we found the greateft diffi-

culty in performing, and we fhould not

have attempted it had there been any

place where we could have left our horfes

with the lead certain profpedl, or indeed

probability of being able to find them

again w.ien we returned.

The height of the Wart Mountain may

be about fix or eight miles; but the extreme

fteepnefs thereof towards the fummit re-

tards the progrefs of a traveller fo very

much, that it is abfolutely a fevere day's

journey to vifit the higheft part and re-

turn, making but a very fhort fiay to

enjoy the beauties of the almoft un-^

bounded and wonderful perfpe<flive.

After many halts we reached the fum-

mit of the mountain about eleven o'clock,

and were then amply rewarded for the

great perils and fatigue we had undergone

to attain it.

Lan-*'
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Language falls in attempting to de-

fcribe this moft aflonifhing and almoU

unbounded perfpedive.

The mind was filled with a reverential

awe, but at the fame time the ideas, and

I had almoft faid the very foul was fenli-

bly enlarged.

The reflection on our own littlenefs

did not diminifh our intelledual faculties

nor confequence ; and the mind would

boldly foar over the vaft extent of the

earth and water around, and even above

the globe itfelf, to contemplate on, and

admire the amazing works of the great

Creator of all.

In fhort, the ftrong, mighty, pointed^

and extended fenfations of the rriind, at

this aftonifhing period are far beyond the

power of human language to defcribe,

Or convey any idea of.

On the eaft you could perceive the

deep and broken chafms where the ri-

vers Dan, Mayho, Smith's, Banniller's,

and Stanton diredt their courfes ; fome

VdL.L X t-aging



3o6 A I'our in the

raging in vafl torrents, and feme gliding

in filent gentle meanders.

On the north you fee the Black Water,

a branch of the Stanton ; and the break

in the mountains where the Fluvannah,

a vaft branch of the James, pafs through

in a north-eaft diredion.

On the north-wefc you will obferve

with great aftonifhment and pleafure, tlie

tremendous and abrupt break in the

Alegany Mountains, through which the

mighty waters of the New River, and the

Great Kanhawah pafs, the latter direct-

ing its courfe northward, a diftance no

lefs than two hundred miles from its

fource, where the New River meets the

Green Briar river which comes from the

north-eaft, a diflance alfo of an hundred

and fifty miles.

After the confluence^ being then named

the Great Kanhawah, it proceeds weft-

ward inclining to the north, until it falls

into the mighty -river Ohio, after a courfe

of more than two hundred miles from

the junction.

9 On
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On the weft ybu can very plainly dif^

tover the three forks or branches of the

Holfton, where they break through the

Great Alegany Mountains, forming ftrik-

ing and awful chafms.

And ftill beyond them you may ob-

ferve Clinch's River, or Pelifippi, that

is almoft equal to all the three branches^

of the Holfton, with which it unites,

after a courfe of three hundred and iifty

or four hundred miles : the length of

the courfe of the Holfton being alfo

above four hundred miles before they

unite and form the mighty river Ho-

gohegee or Cherokee^ which afterwards

flows a courfe of two hundred and fifty

m.iles in extent before it falls into the

Ohio, to which it- is at leaft equal, in

the vaft quantity of water ft contains,

as well as the fertility of the foil on its

banks, and far fuperior to it in the e:^:cel-

lence of the climate it pafles through.

On the fouth you can fee the Dan,

the Catawba, the Yadkin, and the Haw,

breaking through the mighty mountains

X 2 that
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that appear in confufed heaps, and piled

on each other in almoft every diredion.

Throughout the whole of this amaz-

ing and moft extenfive perfpedive, there

is not the leafl feature or trace of art

or improvement to be difcovcred.

All are the genuine effects of nature

alone, and laid down on her moft ex-

tended and grandeft fcale.

Contemplating thereon fills the eye,

engrofles the mind, and enlarges the

foul.

It totally abforbs the fenfes, over-

whelms all the faculties, expands even

the grandeft ideas beyond all conception,

and occafions you almoft to forget that

you are a human creature.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL.

Defcend the Mountain. Crofs the New River. Middle

Fork of Holjion, Arrive at Stahlmakers. Crofs the

North Branch of HoIJion, Crofs Clinches River,

Afcend the great Alegany*

I
Remained on the fummit of this moun-

tain until two o clock in the afternoon,

but was almoft as much furprifed at the

inattention and difregard of the young

back-wood's-man to the beauties and gran-

deur of the perfpedive, as I was charmed

with the enjoyment of it myfelf ; for he

went down along one of the fides of the

mountain, and was abfent from me above

an hour ; in that time I heard the report

of a gun, and when he returned he brought

a fine wild turkey which he had fhot

;

and he carried it along with us in order to

drefs for ftipper where we fhould halt at

night.

We defcended the mountain on the

north-weft fide, and ftaid all night at the

border of a beautiful fmall favannah or

X 3 mea-
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meadow, a little way from the bafe of the

mountain, having turned our horfcs out as

ufual, kindled a fire, roafted our turkey,

and made a delicious repaft upon it.

What remained we fave4 for the next

(day's provifion.

Wp fet out on our journey on the fol-

lowing morning, and fteered our courfe as

nearly weft-north-weft as the mountains

would permit us, intending to crofs the

great Blue ridge, or South mountain,

through a gap that is only ufed by the

hunters, which is about twenty miles

fouth-wefl of that which the great trading

path goes over.

By this way we propofed to fall on the

head waters of Little Rive^ which runs

into the New River juft above the crofFing

place, and thereby fave a diftance of more

than twenty-five miles travelling.

Jn this attempt we were fortunate

pnough to fucceed, after a moll fatiguing

|3ay's journey of forty miles at leaft, and

after crofling a number of large ftrearps

pf water.
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We halted for the night on the fide of a

large rivulet, which we conjectured to be

cither Little River itfelf, or fome of the

waters of it, having croffed the great Blue

ridge at a moft difagreeable and dangerous

gap in the afternoon.

Here we killed another wild turkey,

and drefled it for fupper as before ; indeed

they were fo very numerous that we could

have eafily fubfifted a company of men

upon them, and might kill almofl any

number we pleafed.

Next morning we fet out early, and tra-

velled down the north fide of the rivulet,

which we found to be Little River, until

we arrived at New River, and at laft came

to the ford.

The New River is broad, deep and rapid,

frequently impaflable, and always dan-

gerous.

However we croffed it in fafety, though

with great difficulty, and hazard of being

carried dow^n with the ftream, and we

looked out for a convenient fpot on the

' X 4 weft
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weft fide, where we now were, to remaiu

pn for the night.

This we found neceffary to do, both

becaufe our horfes were greatly fatigued

in croffing the river, and alfo to dry our

cloaths which had all been foaked in the

water; although we had not travelled more

than twenty-five or thirty miles during

this day.

The low ground on the New River is

narrow, but exceedingly rich and fertile ;

the high land is alfo very fine in many

places, but exceffively broken, rocky, arid

mountainous.

The timber on the high land is very

large and lofty, and that on the low ground

is almoft equal to the prodigious heavy

trees on the Roanoak, already defcribed.

The New River, which is only the

upper part of the great Kanhawafi, not

being navigable, nor indeed the Kanhawah

itfelf, the extreme roughnefs of the coun-

try, and difiiculty of accefs to it, the roads

pr rather paths being not only almoft im-

paifable, but totally impoflfible ever to be

Rendered
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rendered even tolerable, by any human

efforts, will not only greatly, retard the

fettlement of this country, but will always

reduce the price and value of the land, be

it ever fo rich and fertile.

In the morning, our horfes and our-

felves being very much refrefhed, we fet

put again on our journeys and after tra.-

veiling ten or twelve miles, crofled a pretty

large water- courfe named Peak's Creek;

and foon afterwards a large branch of

Reedy Creek.

In the afternoon we croiTed another

.great ridge of the Alegany mountains at

a gap, and in the evening came to the

waters of the middle fork of the Holfton,

where we halted for the night ; having

travelled this day near fifty miles, and over

a vafl quantity of excellent land.

Next morning we purfued our journey,

and travelled dov/n the fide of the middle

fork of the Holfton, which we croiTed no

Jefs than three times this day ; and at

night came to Stahlmakei's, where a few

people, indeed all the inhabitants, had alfo

erected
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creeled a kind of a wretched .flockade fort

for protedlion againfi; the Indians ; but

they had all left it a few days before our

arrival, and returned to their refpedive

homes.

Here we remained for two days at the

old Dutchman's houfe for reft and re-

frelhment for ourfelves and our horfes,

which we had really very much need of,

and alfo to make enquiry ocncerning our

future route.

The land on the Holflon Is certainly

excellent, and fertile in the higheft degree
\

the climate alfo is delightful.

But the value of edates here cannot be

confiderable for many years, perhaps cen-

turies to come, for the fame reafons that

have been mentioned to affedt thofe on

the New River,

Here we gained intelligence of a nearer

way to Kentucky than that commonly

made ufe of, which had very lately been

difcovered, viz. by croifnig Clinche's Ri-

ver about fixty miles from Stahlmaker's,

going over the great Ridge of the Alegany

OX
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pr Apalachian mountains, at a gap which

had been ufed only by a few of the bed

hunters, and falling down on the waters

pf the Warrior's Branch, a river that runs

into Kentucky.

With this route pretty exactly laid

down we fet out from the Dutchman's

houfe on the third morning after our ar-

rival, and after travelling over a vaft quan-

tity of exceedingly firong rich land covered

with lofty timber, we reached the banks

pf the north branch of the Holfton, crofTed

the river, and put up for the night ; having

travelled that day more than thirty miles.

The ford of this branch of the Holfton

is, if poffible, worfe than any we have

hitherto met uith, and is indeed ex-

' tremely dangerous.

But we were fo familiarized to danger

and fatigue, as to regard any thing of that

pature but little.

On the next morning we fet out on

pur journey by the route which we had

heen direded to purfue, and at noon ar-

fived at the fummit of a vaft chain of

moun-
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mountains which feparate the north branch

of the HoiHon from CHnche's River.

Here i had the pleafure of enjoying an

extenfive, wild, and romantic view, parti-

cularly that Itupenduous ridge of the ALe-

gany, or Apalachian mountains, which

is the chief and moft lofty of the whole.

It was rendered the more interefting to

ine by refleding that I muft crofs it on my
journey, our route being diredly over it

;

and the fummit of this vaft chain was at

the leaft nxty miles from the ridge whereon

we then ftood.

We made no unneceflary delay how^-

ever on this commanding fpot, but de-

fcended the mountain, and purfued our

route with all the expedition we could

;

and we arrived on the banks of Clinche's

River late in the evening, fo that we could

not venture to crofs the ford that night.

This circumftance was a very great

inconvenience to us, becaufe we always

got our cloaths wet in paiFuig thefe great

and rapid torrents of water, which fitua-

tion is particularly difagreeabie in the

moTn*
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morning, becaufe we muft either . delay

our time by making fires to dry them, or

travel with them all wet upon us, which

is the moft unpleafant of the two, as \\ ell

as being prejudicial to health.

Thefe vaft ridges of mountains which

we crofled rendered this day's journey

extremely fevere and fatiguing both for

ourfelves and our horfes, although we did

not travel more than about thirty miles.

In the morning we undertook the ha-

zardous tafk of fording Clinch e's River,

and accomplifhed it after feveral plunges,

as ufual, over our heads ; neither did we
halt to dry our cloaths until noon, when

we refted at the fide of a favannah, fpread

all our wet cloaths on the grafs to dry in

the fun, which was then intenfely hot,

turned our horfes out to graze, and after

finifhing a hearty meal, lay ourfelves down

to fleep.

Here we remained for two hours, and

then arofe exceedingly refreflied, and pur-

fued our journey.

On
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On the evening we had reached half

way up the ftupendous weftermofi: ridge

of the Alegany mountains, the lafl, great-

eH:, and loftiefl of the whole.

Here we remained all night, concluding

to attempt the fleepeft and moft difficult

afcent in the morning, when our horfes

were refrefhed and ftrong, and ourfelves

alfo lefs fatigued ; for we always alighted

and led our horfes up thefe prodigious

lleep, and perilous afcents.

C H A P,
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CHAP. XLL

Crofs the vaji Alegany Mountains. Fall upon the War"

fior's Branch. Crofs the Oujiotto JWountalns. Im-

penetrable Thickets of LaurcL River of Kentucky.

Arrive at the famed new Settlement on Kentucky.

WE piirfued our -journey up the

mountain next morning, but the

fun was feveral hours high before we
could poffibly reach the fummit, notwith-

llanding we made all imaginable difpatch.

This ridge of the Alegany or Apala-

chian mountain, is indeed of a moll

ftupendous and aftonifhing height, and

commands a profped: proportionably ex-

tenfive.

I took a retrofpedive view, with fatis-

faiSion and pleafure, of the vaft chain of

mountains beyond Clinche*s River, which

I had crofled : and I looked forv/ard, with

interefting anxiety and eagernefs, towards

the Oufiotto great ridge of mountains,

which I had dill to pafs over, and were at

leaft fifty or fixty miles diftant before me.

The
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The fummlt of this ridge, the mofl lofty

of all the Aleganys, is near a mile wide,-

and confifts of excellent flrong rich land,

of a deep red, or a dark reddilh brown

colour, with very large tall timber ; and

there are fprings of water almoft on the

very fummit of the mountain.

But as foon as we began to defcend oii

the north-weft fide, we found the declivity

exceedingly fteep.

Yet the afcent on the fouth-eaft fide

where we came up was regular and gra-

dual confifting generally of good land,

and covered with lofty timber.

This north-weft fide was almoft bare of

foil ; the trees and all the vegetation poor,-

feanty, and miferable ; and quite incum-

bered with rocks and loofe ftories,which ex-

ceedingly impeded our way, and retarded

our progrefs.

By thefe obftacles this day's journey

was rendered intolerably difagreeable and

dangerous.

But we forgot our toils, perils, and

fatigues, when at night we reached the

waters'
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waters of the Warrior's branch, where we

halted and remained until morning; having

travelled about twenty-five miles during

the day.

At the enfuing dawn we again renewed

our journey, direding our courfe dowa

the Warrior's branch until we reached the

foot of the great ridge of the Ouafiotto

mountains, where we put up for the

night
J
having travelled above thirty miles

this day.

On the morning following we began to

afcend the mountain, and reached the fum-

mit in about three hours.

This laO; chain of mouatains is covered

with laurel, and fo exceffively thick in

many places as to be abfolutely impe-

netrable.

Here the great mafs of mountains ter-

minated on the north-weft ; excepting

fome fpurs of the mountains that fome-

times extended feveral miles into the more

champaign country.

The iummit of this ridge is not more

than a quarter of a mile over, and the

Yax.. I, y ground



322 A Tour in the

ground as v^tW as the growth of the timber

is very poor and milerable, being almoft

entirely covered with univerfal and impe-

netrable thickets of laurel.

From the brow or edge of the fummit,

looking back we could fee the huge Ale-

gany mountains which we had crofled ; and

on the other edge of the fummit, as we ad-

vanced, I was delighted with a view, novel

indeed to me at this time-jand uncommon-

ly beautiful and pleafmg. For the eye was

now relieved from being conftantly filled

with the vafl exuberances of nature, which

alone it had beheld for fo many days, by

viewing a beautiful champaign country,

covered with prodigious woods 'tis true,

but at the fame in full verdure, and inter-

feded with vail rivers, and prodigious ,

water-courfes, which all terminate in the

mighty majeftic Ohio.

Some of the courfe of this amazing and

moft beautiful river was alfo to be difco-

vered by a chafm or break in the woods,

where it flowed in awful folemn filence.

I en-
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I enjoyed infinite delight in viewing the

beauties of the pcrfpedlive here for a con-

fiderable time, and at laft left it with equal

pleafure, eager to penetrate into that beau-

tiful country, which I had beheld with

fuch delicious gratification at a diflance.

I defcended the Ouafiotto mountains,

and in a fiiort time fell into the great War
path, which has been ufed by the Indians

time out of mind.

This afforded me very great fatisfadion,

for the road was now much better than

any I had travelled in ever fmce I had firft

entered the mountains, and thereby en-

abled me to gain greater diftances in each

day's journey.

But although we had now left the moun-

tains, and although before when I beheld

all this country to the weftward of them it

appeared as a beautiful level extended

far beyond the view, and all the horizon

was as ftraight and even as a line, or as the

ocean itfelf, vet now we had defcended

into it we found it extremely broken^ w^ith

abundance of rocks, and thickly inter-

fered with waier-courfes.

Y 2 How-
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However nothing could be more pka-
fant than the pure and limpid ftreams,

that either glided along in fweet and filent

meanders j or tumbled and dafhed from

rock to rock, juft fufficiently to give plea-

fure without an alloy of fear or pain, as

pellucid and tranfparent as cryftal.

I obferved that almoft all the rocks, not

only here, but every where between the

mountains, confiftedofa blackifhgrey lime

ftone ; and w^here that did not prevail, the

earth, rocks and every loofe ftone appeared

to be flrongly and richly impregnated with

iron ore,which certainly abounds through-

out this inland part of America.

We flept that night on the banks of a

creek, that runs into the Warrior's branch,

at the diflance of about a mile from the

river itfelf, as we difcovered in the morn-

ing when we went to look for our horfes

to proceed on our journey.

The Warrior's branch is a confiderable

river, and after its confluence with two

more rivers, neither of which is fo large as

itfelf, forms the Kentucky which is indeed.

a very
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a very fine river, wide, deep, and with a

very gentle current gliding along almofl

imperceptibly.

The whole length of the Kentucky, in-

cluding its meanders, from the fource of

the Warrior's branch in the Alegany

mountains, to the confluence of the Ken-

tucky with the Ohio, is certainly between

four and five hundred miles, containing a

body of land on each fide, that cannot be

furpafled, and fcarcely equalled by any in

the univerfe, for fertility of foil, abundance

of game, excellence of climate, and every

other beauty and advantage imaginable,

excepting the difficulty of accefs to it.

In five more eafy days journeys, the

particulars of which are not worth relating,

as being not materially different from

what has been already mentioned, we at

length arrived at the famed fettlement near

the mouth of Kentucky, on the eighth day

of June, after having travelled at leaft four

hundred and ninety miles, from the fort on

Smith's River,tothisplace, in nineteen days.

¥3 CHAP.
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C H A P. XLII.

The famed Seltlem'exit of Kentucky. Mr. Henderfon no

military Alan. Injudicious Forts. A fine com-

manding Situation. f-Vant of Subordination in Ame-

rica. Hardy Race.^ but illiberal. Elephants Bones

en the Ohio.

I
Was foon direded to the houfe of

Mr. Henderfon, where I found a mod
hofpitable and kind reception.

We v/alked over his plantation, which

was really a very fine one ; and being

furniihed with frefh horfes we rode

round feveral of the improvements in the

neighbourhood.

He recolleded me perfedly, but ap-

peared very much furprifed at the hazards,

as well as the fatigues I had encountered

to pay him and his fettlement this vifit,

at this critical time, which it feems had

been apprehended by every one to be

particularly dangerous,.

All the inhabitants of this fettlement

had alfo prepared for an Indian war,

having
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having ereded three ftockaded forts, into

which they had thrown themfelves, their

wives, and famihes ; but had remained

only a very fhort time within them, and

had left them' and returned to their

refpcdive habitations not more than a-

bout a week or ten days before my arri-

val, which totally diffipated all their re-

maining apprehenfions of danger or dif-

truft.

Almoft every houfe in the whole fet-

tlement was built of logs, which are

proof againft fmall arms, but being co-

vered as well as entirely conftruded of

wood, nothing would be more eafy for

an enemy than to fet them on fire, which

prevents any idea of defence agaiafi: fuch

numbers as might be able to approach

clofe to them.

The three ftockaded forts alfo, though

intended to cover the country againft the

attacks of the Indians, were neither calcu-

lated for that purpofe, nor indeed were

they tenable againft an enemy of the

leaft military knowledge, whofe power

Y 4 or
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or force might enable them to command
the open country; for neither of the

forts either communicated with, nor fup-

ported the other, at leaft what they in-

tended as means of communication and

fupport defeated the very purpofe they

expeded it to promote.

The impropriety and total unfitnefs of

thefe forts as places of defence I foon

convinced Mr. Henderfon of, as well as

the reft of the principal inhabitants, and

pointed out a commanding fpot of ground

to ered: a fortification on, if ever they

ihould again have fuch an occafion ;

which was indeed abfolutely neceffary,

in their fituation, for every reafon.

It was a peninfula, containing above

an hundred acres of rich low land, fur-

rounded with the river Kentucky, and

a large creek, on three fides, and on the

neck of the peninfula, or rather juil

within it, there was a remarkably high

and fteep hill, which appeared to be com-

pofed of a folid rock very flightly covered

with foil, but abundantly with loofe ftones.

M
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Juft before the neck of the pcninfula,

in a fmall circle round the bottom of the

hill, there was a large morafs or fwamp,

broad, deep and miry, which was co-

vered and overflowed with water, after

heavy rains, as well as during the pe-

riodical floods of the Kentucky.

In fhort nature feemed to have formed

this commanding eminence for a moft

delightful feat, as well as for the purpofe

of defence ; and It required but very

little affiftance of art to render it ex-

tremely fl:rong,

Mr. Henderfon was beyond all doubt

a. man of a vafl: and enterprifmg genius

;

he might be an excellent judge, as well

as a great legiflator j but he was cer-

tainly not at all calculated for arms, be-

ing void of any talents that way, and

totally deficient even of a military eye,

judgment, or difpofition.

I have obferved that throughout all the

back country, indeed I had almofl: faid

throughout all America, there feems to

be
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be no fuch thing as any idea of fubordi-

nation, or difference of ranks in life

;

excepting from the weaker to the ftronger
;

and from the flaves to the whites.

In any of their foi ts it was all anarchy

and confufion, and you could not dif-

cover what perfon commanded, for in fadt

no perfon did actually command entirely.

This total want of fubordination ren-

ders the whole country particularly dif-

agreeable to ftrangers, fuch efpecially as

have been accuftomed to the polifhed in-

tercourfe of Europe ; for in the back-woods,

and frontiers efpecially, there is no de-

gree of infolence, impertinence and rude-

nefs but they think themfelves juftifiable

in pradifmg, either to one another, or

towards fuch as may come among them,

and in a manner, as wgll as to an extent,

that could not be credited by Europeans,

had not fo many feen and experienced it.

Mr. Henderfon had epitomifed, and

fimplified the laws of England, for the

government and internal police of his

fettlement.

Magi-
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Magiftrates were chofen by the inhabi-

tants, but with his approbation; and fuch

difpiites as could not be decided by one or

two magiftrates were determined by fome-

thing Uke a jury, whofe decifions were

alfo regulated, and indeed in a great

meafure directed likewife by Mr. Hen-
derfon himfelf.

Although the inhabitants are in reality

a rude, barbarous and unpolifhed fet of

men, yet you will frequently find plea-

fure in their converfation ; their ideas are

bold and fpirited, but their fentiments are

not liberal.

However, they are certainly a fenfible,

enterprifing, hardy, unpolifhed race, yet

open, free and hofpitable.

Pufillanimoufnefs, cowardice and mean

fpirit appear not there; hitherto they

have not reached fo far, and as yet are

generally confined on the eaft of the

mountains.

In our rides through, and around this

fettlement we vifited the confluence of

the Kentucky with the Ohio, and flrolled

for
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for many miles on the banks of the laA:

mentioned river alfo.

Near the continence is the place on

^
the banks of the Ohio where the fkele-

tons of nine elephants, as they are called,

though many fay erroneoufly, were dif-

covered; w^hich has given rife to fuch

multitudes of conjeclures among the

naturalifts and philofophers, without one

of them being able to account for this

very fmgular and extraordinary circum-

flance in a manner reconcilable to com-

mon fenfe and reafon.

For there certainly is none of the fpe-

cies (of elephants) now in the whole

continent of North and South America.

It has been lately denied that they

are the bones of elephants ; and they

are aflerted to be the bones of fome

other very large animal, of which like-

^- wife at prefent none of the fpecies is to

be found.

I would not venture to pronounce

upon my weak judgment, whether they

Sire the bones of elephants or not, I mean

t thofe
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thofe few that I faw there, however I am

very certain that they are much larger

than belong to any other quadruped in

the world, that I ever faw or heard of.

But to what fpecies they did belong,

or in what manner they came there, is

more than I can undertake to afcertain^ or

even to guefs at.

CHAP.
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CHAR XLIII.

''Ihc Rivers Kentucky and Ohio. Woods and lncloJure%.

Game. fVild Bcajls and Fljh. A general Account

of the Indians. Their Character. Difpnjitlons and

Nu7nbers.

THE breadth of the Kentucky at the

confluence is between three and

four hundred yards ; and that of the Ohio

between eight hundred and nine hundred

vards.

The low ground on both rivers is ex-

cellent ; on the Ohio it is about a mile

wide
J
on the Kentucky about half as

much.

The high land alfo between the rivers*

is exceedingly rich, and of a reddifh brown

colour, with large lofty ftraight timber.

The foil of the low grounds is a very

dark brown, almolt a black.

The woods confifl of walnut, poplar

yellow and white, red-bud, hiccory, faffa-

fras, wild cherry, oaks of many different

kinds, fuch as red oak, Spanifh oak, white-

oak,
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oak, black oak, fcrubby oak or J^lack-

jacks, chefnut-oak, willow- oak, ai)cl live-

oak, maple, black gum, fweet gum, fyca-

more, horn-beam, dog-wood, pine, chef-

nut, beech, holly, maple, cedar, and many

other kinds peculiar to the country, all of

an aftonifhing fizc, efpecially in the low

grounds, many trees being twelve and

fifteen feet diameter in the trunk.

Thefe are ufeful in America for many

purpofes
J
for houfes, which are almofl all

conftruded, and even covered entirely

with wood ; as alfo for fences and incio-

fures, thefe being all compofed of what is

called there fence rails ^ which are made

©ut of trees cut or fawed into lengths of

eleven or twelve feet, which again are

mauled or fplit into rails from four to fix

inches thick.

When the inclofure is formed, every one

croffing the other obliquely at each end, in

regular lucceffion and eredion, thefe rails are

laid zig-zag upon each other for ten or eleven

rails in height, then ftakes are put againft

each corner double acrofs each other, with

the lower end funk a little into the earth,

2 and
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and above thefe flakes, one, and fometimes

two more rails are laid, which lock up

the whole, and keep it fteady and firm.

Thefe inclofiires are generally feven,

eight and ninefeethigh,and are very ftrong,

as well as convenient, as they can be re-

moved at any time to any other place

where they may become more necelTary.

Timber alfo ferves for fuel, as no other

is made ufe of, all over America.

The Ohio here has two banks on each

fide ; v/hen the river is low, the waters

are confined within the loweft banks ; at

this time the batteaux come up the ftream,

w^hich is then fmooth and gentle.

But when the periodical floods happen,

which are always twice a year, the river is

then fwelled to the highell: part of the

upper banks, and runs with much greater

rapidity and force, batteaux and vefTels of

all kinds then defcend w^ith the ftream,

and frequently attain the diftance of an.

hundred miles a day.

At fuch times, fhips of fmall burthen

might go down from Pittfburg to New
Orleans,
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Orleans, Sec. in the greateft fafety, there

being then feldom iefs than twenty- five

feet water.

Thefe laft banks the river very feldom

or never overflows, therefore the land is

little liable to be flooded.

Fifh are innumerable in the rivers here,

fuch as perch, pike, eels, trout, roch,

fhads, old-wives, cat-iilh, &c. &c. very

fat, and fo aflonifliingly large, credibility is

endangered in relating it, for it is a fadV,

that of the cat-filh fome are from twelve

to eighteen inches between the eyes, and

they are eafily caught.

Game of all kinds is alfo exceedingly

plenty ; a man may kill fix or eight deer

every day, which many do merely for

their fkins, to the great injury and de-

flrudion of the fpecies, and to the preju-

dice and public lofs of the community at

large.

Wild turkeys, very large and fat, are
]

almoft beyond number, fometimes five

thoufand in a flock, of which a mxan may
\

killjuft as many, as he pleafes.

VoL.L Z Elks
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Elks are alfo very plenty, as weir as ra-

coons, oppofTums, foxes and wolves. AH
thefe are found in the lofty woods, while

in the favannahs or meadows buffaloes

abound. And on the rivers multitudes of

almofl: every kind of water fowl.

There was another animal that parti-

cularly engaged my attention, it being one

of the fame fpecies that formerly I juft had

a glimpfe of among the rocks at the falls

of James River, when it ftruck me with

the ftrange idea of its refembllng a fiddle

with feet.

Thefe animals are called here Tarapens^

and are both of the land and water kinds.

They are all however of the fpecies of the

turtle.

One kind of them bites very fiercely

when incenfed, and keeps his hold fo te-

nacioufly that he will fuffer decapitation

before he quits it; thefe are called Snap-

pifig Turtles : but every fpecies of thefe

animals is fo generally and perfedly

known as to need no particular defcrip-

tion here.

Some
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Some of them however are extremely

beautiful, and are adorned with all the

elegance of the brighteft colouring,and the

moft fanciful engravings, or lines in regu-

lar and exa£l uniformity : this kind is per-

fedly inoffenfiv.e and harmlefs, nor are they

larger than two or three pounds weight.

Thefe animals will live, it is faid, for

feveral hundred years. [See chap. vii.

pages 51 and 52.]

During a ftay of fix weeks, I made

many excurfions in the country around,

and fometimes went very confiderable di-

flances,foas to take feveral days in going

and returning ; and they were chiefly by

welter, on the Ohio, and its branches.

Finding every thing In tranquillity, and

the Indians perfedly quiet and friendly, I

accompanied a Mr. Mac Gowan to one of

the Shawnefe towns, and another time to

one of the nearefl towns of the Miniamis

or Tweetwees.

Both thefe excurfions were by water;

and I found tl.at there was fcarcely any

variety in the manner of living and

Z 2 cuftoms
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cuftoms of the different Indian nations or

tribes ; for feeing one nation will enable

a perfon to form a very jufl: and exa6t

judgment of all the reft.

So that the defcription already given,

of the Catawba Towns, reduced and

enervated as they are, is an exad; repre-

fentation of the Shawnefe, Miniamis, &c.

as well as every other nation of thefe

kind of Indians. [See chap. xxv.

page 195.]

However fome farther general obferva-

tlons on the different tribes and nations

of Indians in North America may not

be unacceptable here ; but it is rather a

diflicult tafk for me to give the proper

and dlftinct account of every different

nation, and their refpedtive charaders,

&c. friendly or otherwife, (their general

character and difpofitions, as I have juft re-

marked, being pretty much the fame), be-

ing not only unacquainted with their

language, but having never been longer

than a few days togethers'.n their towns

niyfelf.

So
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So what I relate mud confeqiiently be

chiefly from the information of others;

however it is from fuch authority as I

judge may be depended upon.

The general character of the Indians

is, that they are crafty^ fenfible, refolute,

very fufpicious, and very vindidive.

An Indian will travel on foot five hun-

dred miles, through the woods, in night

and darknefs, fecreting himfelf during

the day ^ to revenge an injury done to his

relation, or to any one of his tribe.

However in every thing, but their cruel

and revengeful difpofition, I admire and

refped the real charader of the native

uncivilized and uncorrupted Indians.

Their fentiments, with all the difad-

vantages of poor inexpreffive language,

and of what is worfe, a flat, dull, and de-

ficient interpretation, contain and convey

the moft elevated, noble, fpirited, and jufl:

ideas, delivered in that beautiful and ele-

gant fimplicity and allegorical figures of

explanation, which add dignity and grace

Z 3 to
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to the fubjedt, and are fo much admired

in the Bible and facred fcrlptures of the

Chriftlans, in the Jewifh Talmud, the Ma-

hometan Alcoran, and in all the oriental

writings.

Their fenfual appetites however they

have no great command of, efpecially in-

ebriation, which ihey are particularly ad-

dided to.

But the truth is, they are corrupted by

the whites ; for they copy after, and fall

into our, vices ^ thej'e appearing in the

moll confpicuous point of view ; and I

am afraid that our external virtues are fo

few, and even thofe fo dificult to be dijco-

veredj that the poor Indians cannot dif-

tinguifh any of them to follow after.

They have alfo been fo treacheroufly

and barbaroufly malfacred by the whites,

and fo often deceived by them, that the

memory thereof is carefully preferved,

and handed down from father to fon, in

order to keep the rifmg race fufficiently

on their guard againft our future fnares

and treacherous defigns.

This
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This I look upon to be the true caufe

of the great caution, and complete dif-

Hmulation the Indians are become fo

perfe(ftly mafters of.

Indeed they have arrived at fo eminent

a degree of duplicity, and difguifing their

fentiments and intentions, that without

the affiftance of the arts of writing, read-

ing, or committing their thoughts and

tranfadions to record, they far excel us at

our own weapons of fubtilty, craft, and

precaution.

In (hort they are zealous fteady friends;

but rigorous implacable enemies, until

fatisfadion or reparation be made them

for the injury they think they have fuf-

tained.

However let their inclinations at this

prefent time be either amicable or hoftile,

they all are not now fufficiently powerful,

either to contend againfl the whites in

arms, or to do them any other material

injury.

Whites who behave to them with up-

rightnefs and affability are greatly re-

Z 4 fpeded



344 ^ ^^^^' ^^^ ^^'^

fpeded by them, and obtain an amazing

influence over them.

But they muft firfl be fufficiently con-

vinced of the integrity and dirinterefted-

nefs of the perfon ; after which they are

more at the command of fuch a man
than of one of their own chiefs.

Kings they have none, and the princi-

pal men of their nation become fuch

by their m.erit alone. Than this there

is no other precedence, or difference of

rank among Indians.

They enjoy the fweets of liberty and

freedom in the trueft fenfe, and cer-

tainly are not guilty of the many ini-

quitous and fcandalous vices that difgrace

Chriftianity and Europeans.

.

Their numbers on this fide the Miffif-

fippi are confiderable.

From the Gulf of Mexico to the

Lakes of Canada inclufive, it is computed

there may be about thirty-five thoufand

warriors.

Beyond the MiiTifTippi tliey are much

more numerous, and many people, that

have
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have travelled there, fay they are very

open and hofpitable.

The little intercourfe between them,

in that diftant country, and Europeans,

renders them lefs fufpicious, lefs fubtle

and defigning, and not fo cruel and vin-

didive as thofe on the eaftern fide of

that extenfive river, whofe greater ex-

perience, communication and tranfacftlons

with the v^hites produce thofe pernicious

efFeds. A reproach more fevere upon us

than on them.

Here I muft beg leave to make one par-

ticular obfervation; left, from what has

been faid, it fhould be thought that the In-

dians have a particular diflike to Europeans

more than to the w^hites born in America;

but the very reverfe of this is the truth,

for it is the white natives of the country

that the Indians have the greatefl: aver-

fion to, and by whom they have been

fo often moil treacherouily and barbaroufly

11 fed.

The white Americans alfo have the

moft rancorous antipathy to the whole

race
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race of Indians ; and nothing is more

common than to hear them talk of ex-

tirpating them totally from the face of

the earth, men, women, and children.

The In"dians indeed do not appear to

entertain any diflike to the Britifli or

French, I mean thofe that are natives of

Europe ; nor have the real Britifli or

French any particular averfion to them,

as the Britifli Americans have.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XLIV.

J^ Lift of the Names of all the different Indian Nations

on the Continent of North-America^ with their Situa-

tions, and the Number of Gun-men or Warriors In

each Nation,

THE names of the difFerent Indian na-

tions in North America, with the

numbers of their fighting men, from the beft

authority I have been able to colled:, are as

follow :

Names of the Nations. Situation, WarriorS/

TheChodaws or FIat-1

heads

The Natches

The Chickefaws

The Cherokees, behind South-Carolina 2500

The Catawbas, between North and

South-Carolina - - - 1^0

The Piantias, a wandering tribe on

both fides of ihe MiffiiFippi - - 800

The Kafquuafquias, or Illinois in ge-

neral, on the Illinois river, and

between the Ouabache and the Mif-

fiflippi 600

The

On the Mo- 4500
bile and 150

MiffifTippi 750
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Names ofthe Nations. Situaiion. Warriors,

The PiankKhaws
"J

2 co

The Oiiachtenons I On the Ouabache 400
The Kikapous

J 300
The Shawnefe, on the Siotto - - 500

The Delav/ares, on the weft of the Ohio 300
The Miamis, on the Mifamis river -j

falling into Lake Erie and the [-350
Miniamis J

The upper Creeks, back of Georgia
"^

The middle Creeks, behind Weft-

Florida

The lower Creeks, in Eaft-Florida

TheCaouitas, on the eaftofthe river

Alibamous - - - - 700

The Ahbamous, on the weft of the

Alibamous - - - ^ 600

The Akanfaws, on the Akanfaw river

falling into the Miffiffippi on the

weft iide _ _ _ _ 2coo

The Ajoues, north of the Miflburi 1000

The Pa'ddoucas, weft of the MifTiffippi 500

The v^^hite ,Panis -j South of 2coo

The freckled or pricked > the

Panis • Miflburi 2000

TbjG



Vnited States of America . 349

Names of the Nations. Situation. Warriors*

The Canfes -j South of 1600

The Ofages > the 600

The Grandes Eaux JMifTouri 1000

TheMiflburi, upon the river Miflburi 3000

The Sioux of the woods -\ towards the 1800

The Sioux of the mea- [^ heads ofthe

dows ^ Miffiilippi 2500

The Blancs, Barbus, or white Indians

with beards - - - - 1500
^, » rr. M -1 1 far north near- the
TheAffiniboils (.

, , r^ r ^5^0
^, ^, -n I

lakesot the lame
The Chriftaneaux \ 3000

•^ name

The Ouifcanfms, on a river of that

name that falls into the Miffiffippi

in the eaft fide - - - ^ co

The Mafcoutens -j coo

The Sakis ISouthofPuans Bay 400
The Mechecouakis 3 2 co

Folle Avoine, or the^ ?ro

Wildcat Indians ' Near Pucans Bay

The Pucans J 700
The Powtewatamis; near St. Jofeph's

River, and Detroit - - 350
The
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Names of the Nations, Situation. Warriors,

The Meflefagues, or River Indians,

being wandering tribes on the Lakes

Huron and Superior - - 2000

The Ottahwas "1 Near the Lakes Supe- 900

The Chlpwas j rior and Michigan 5000

The Wiandots, near Lake Erie - 300

The Six Nations, or as the French call

them, the Iroquois, on the frontiers

of New-York, &c. - - 1500

The Round-headed Indians, near the

head of the Ottahwa River - 2500

The Algonquins, near the above 300

The Nipiflins, near the above alfo 400

The Chalas 1 r t t t i '^o

_, . i-n I
^t. Laurence Indi-

The Amalutes
f , , t r- 'J^o

^. ^„. , - > ans, on the back or -^ -^

The Michmacks I ^^ o o 7°®
rm Ai • I

Nova-Scotia, ccc.
The Abenaquis J 35^

The Conawaghrunas, near the falls of

St. Lewis - - - - 200

Total amount 58,930

This
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This being the whole number of men

fit for bearing arms, from hence we may

be enabled to form fome idea of the num-

ber of all the Indian inhabitants, men,

women and children, on the continent

of North America; which calculation,

however, I am ready to confefs can be but

rather a vague conjedture.

There being fifty- eight thoufand nine

hundred and thirty warriors, it is computed

that about one-third of the fame number

more are old men unfit for bearing arms,

which makes the number of males come

to maturity amount to about eighty-eight

thoufand five hundred and feventy ; and

multiplied by fix will produce five hundred

and thirty-one thoufand four hundred

and twenty, which I confider as the whole

number of fouls, viz. men, w^omen and

children, of all the Indian nations that

are come in any degree vathin our know-

ledge throughout the continent of North

America.

It is a mofl: melancholy confideratlon to

refledl, that thefe few are all that remaih

04
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of the many millions of natives, or ab-

original inhabitants with which this vafl

continent was peopled when firft difco-

vered by the Whites ; and that even thefe

will foon be extind and totally annihi-

lated, confidering the amazingly rapid

depopulation they have hitherto experi-

enced, fince that (to them) fatal period, or

sera of the firft arrival of the whites in

America.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XLV*

Leave Kentucky, Sail down the Ohio. 'The Falls of

the Ohio. Agreeahle Companions. Enter the Mif-'

Jlffippiy and proceed down that River. Meet fome

Chickcfaws. Their fine Horfes. Agallant t^ation.

Attacked by a va/l Superiority ofFrench and Indians,

Defeat them* Their Origin, Their Cavalry.

ABOUT fix weeks after my ar-

rival at Kentucky two gentlemen

from Virginia, on a tour from thence to

New Orleans, called to view the fettle-

ment.

They came from Pittfburg, by water,

in a very fine batteau which they had

purchafed, and Intended to proceed in the

fame manner down the Ohio and MUT-

fiffippl, being furniflied with letters of

recommendation to the Spaniih governor

of New Orleans, &c.

Having remained along with us at

Mr. Henderfon's fome days, I difcovered

them to be uncommonly fenfible intelli-

VoL. I. A a gent



354 -^ Tour in the

gent perfons, pofTefTing an extraordinary

(liare of genius, fpirit and enterprize,

and was not difRcult to be perfuaded to

accompany them in their batteau to New
Orleans.

For I promifed myfelf abundance of

fatisfadion and gratification in this voyage

down the Ohio and IM iilifTippi

.

Befides I had been fo exceffively over-

fatigued in my journey here, over the

mountains, that I abfolutely dreaded the

thoughts of returning in the fame man-

ner.

For thefe reafons I embraced this offer

with great pleafure, and after returning

Mr. Henderfon, and feveral other of the

principal inhabitants of Kentucky, many

thanks iox: their civility and hofpitable

entertainment, I embarked on board Mr.

Wood's and Mr. Lewis's batteau, along

w4th my young favage whom I brought

from the eaft lide of the Alegany Moun-

tains.

This young man, whofe name was Wil-

iiam Fortune,folicited memoftearnefllyfor

per-



XJinted States of America* ^r-

jiermlfTion to attend me this voyage, which

I very readily granted, having hitherto

found him of great ufe to me in every

refpedt, and an excellent hunter and

Woodfman.

In both thefe offers I confidered my-

felf extremely fortunate. Tirft in my at-

tendant, whdfe fidelity I had already ex-

perienced ; and next in the company of

thefe gentlemen who appeared equally

gratified by having fucceeded iri perfuad-

ing me to undertake the voyage, and in

being able to furnifh me v/ith very to-

lerable accommodations.

My prefent companions and fellow-tra-

vellers were two gentlemen j the firft named

James Wood, efq, who was member of the

affembly of Virginia for the county of Fre-

derick, was young, adtive and vigorous was

frank, open and communicative in his diipo-

fition,and poffefled a degree of candour and

liberality offentiment, that rendered his ac-

quaintance valuable in the highefi: degree;

the other was Charles LewiSj of Augufta

county in Virginia, efq. fcarcely inferior to

A a 2 Mr.
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Mr. Wood in every eftimable qualification

and defert.

They had two Chickefaw Indians, and

three white men in their batteau, and as

they juft wanted one man more to com-

plete their number, my fervant fupplied

the place.

However, although I now call this man

my fervant, yet he himfelfnever would have

fubmitted to fuch an appellation, although

he mofl readily performed every menial of-

fice, and indeed any fervice I could defire -,

yet fuch is the infolence, folly, and ridi-

culous pride of thofe ignorant back-

woods men, that they would conceive it

an indelible difgrace and infamy to be

ftyled fervants, even to his Majefty, not-

withanding they will gladly perform the

loweft and mofl degrading fervices for

hire. ^

At the dawn of day on the nineteenth

of July we left the Kentucky, and had a

very pleafant voyage down the Ohio and

Miififlippi, if one can give that appel-

lation to fuch a one, where we flept every

night
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night on terra firma, or at the fliore in our

batteau.

We pafTed by the mouth of a muki-

tude of fine rivers, and fome of vafl

magnitude, that empty themfelves into

the Ohio and Miffiffippi.

On our right were the mighty rivers

Ouabache or St. Jerome's, and BufFaloe

River, befides a great many inferior in

fize, whofe names v^e could not difcover,

that run into the Ohio before the con-

fluence thereof with the Miffiffippi.

On the left, the following rivers empty

themfelves into it, viz. Rotten orBear Creek,

Reedy River, the prodigious river Che-

rokee or Hogohegee, Muddy River, Deep

Creek, befides many leffer ones.

As we failed down the Miffiffippi, on

our right were the rivers La Sonde, Aux
Prunes, Metchigamias Lake or River, the

river St. Francis, the White River, the ri-

ver Sotouis or Akanfas, Red River, Piake-

mines River, befides a vaft number of

others, fome of a prodigious extent, as

A a 3 weU
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well as many inferior ones, whofe names

we never heard.

And oxi the left fide were the Kafki-

nompa,the L'hickefaw, Prudhomme River,

Maggotty River, or Margot River, Ba-

yoiic River, Soto River, YafTons River,

Tioux River, Petit GoufFre River, Little

River, and the Ibberville which fcarcely

deferves the name of a river, and is only

known by being the Eaflern boundary

of the Spaniards, forming the ifiand of

New Orleans, whofe territory, from

the Ibberville Southward includes both

banks of the MifTiffippi ; befides a mul-

titude of water- courfes, whofe very names.

Vv'e could not poSibly learn.

The day after we left Kentucky we

paUed the falls of the Ohio very fafely,

by keeping well over on the right or

north -vveftern fliore, for thefe fiills are

by no means dangerous ; and after we

had palled them we obferved the low

grounds on each fide of the river widea

very confiderably, as well as the river

itfclf, until we entered the MiiTiiTippi,

where
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where the land is fo low that it is fubje(5l

to frequent inundations.

After we had got fome diftance down

the MiflifTippi, the high land, and fome-

times the mountains approached the river,

fo as to render the low grounds on each

fide very narrow, which however were

luxuriantly rich and fertile, even beyond

a pofTibility of defcription.

There are likewife illands in many

places, and fome of them almoft covered

with reeds.

As we defcended the flream of the

MiffiiTippi we obferved feveral lakes, or

as they are termed here Lagimes^ fome-

times on one fide, fometimes on the other

iide of the river.

Thefe lagunes generally had vaft quan-

tities of large reeds growing round the

edges ; and within them there were

thoufand's of water fowl of every fpe-

cies.

Although there was no difficulty in

killing multitudes of them, yet it was

almoft impoffible to get them, becaufe of

A a 4 the
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the reeds, which rendered that part of the

lagiine, where they were, almoft inag-

ceflible.

Thefe lagunes were formed by the vaft

body of water, that comes down in the

annual periodical floods, forcing its way

acrofs the necks of many different penin-

fulas formed by the extreme crooked

and meandering courfe of the Miffiffippi,

and diverting the channel of the river

itfelf, from its old direction around the

peninfula, to this new one acrofs the

neck of it, by which means thp place

where the river formerly flowed becomes

a large lake of ftanding water, here de-

nominated a lagune.

One day while we were on fhore at

\he mouth of the Yaflbus, a placid, beau-

tiful, and noble river, a fmall hunting

party of the Chickelaws came up to us,

and at the requeil of our two Chickefaw

Indians, as well as the others, we re-

mained there two days along with them.

The Chickefaws are a very brave and

refpe(Sable nation, not for their numbers,

for
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for they are few, but for their virtue,

and unconquerable fpirit.

They are alfo remarkably handfome,

iand what is very fingular, have a beau-

tiful breed of horfes amongft them, which

they carefully preferve umnixed.

The ChickefawSjit is faid,and I make no

doubt of the fad, came originally from

South America, having travelled acrofs the

continent for upwards of two thoufand

miles, and brought thefe horfes along with

them, which arc; of the breed of that much

admired kind called Spanlfh gennets,

having long fince taken them from the

Spaniards.

There is no Indian nation on the con-

tinent of North America near fo hand-

fome as the ChickefavvTs. The Hurons

come next them in beauty.

The Chickefaw nation have always

been fteady friends and allies to Britain,

and their fidelity was never fhaken, al-

though the French have often attempted

it, by promifes, threats, and the moft

formidable attacks with a force confider-

ably
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ably more than four times the number of

all the warriors in the Chickefaw nation,

either to detach them from the interefl

of Great Britain or to cut them entirely

off.

In the former war, while the French

were in poflfeffion of Canada, they de-»

tached about fix hundred and fifty regular

troops, and more than two thoufand five

hundred Indians from Canada and Illi-

nois, againd this fmall, but heroic com-

munity, for the avowed purpofe, and

with pofitive orders, of completing a total

conqueft, and even extirpation of the

whole Chickefaw nation.

• They fet out on this expedition with

all the fecrecy and confidence of fuccefs

imaginable, at leall in their own minds ;

but they little confidered what fort of

men they were going to attack, and foon

found, by dire experience, that no fupe-

riority in numbers is equal to a deter-

mined valour and innate heroifm ; for

the whole detachment was totally de-

feated, the French regulars being almoft

to
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\o a man cut ofF, and the Indians their

allies faved only a fmall proportion of

their number, by a precipitate flight,

leaving behind them multitudes of

wounded and flain.

This was the laft formidable attack made

on the Chickefaw nation, either by the

French, or the northern Indians ; for there

always has been a rooted enmity between

the northern and fourhern Indians, v^'ho

have been almoft perpetually at war with

each other, without any real, and indeed

without any oftenfible caufe.

But the Chickefaws have always been

diftinguiihed for their gallant adions,

and feats of the highefl heroifm, which

has rendered them, even individually, to

be particularly refpecled throughout all

the nations of North America.

For which reafon Chickefaw guides

are more fought after, and are much

more ferviceable than thofe of any other

nation.

For although their language is not

pommonly made ufe of in any nation but

their
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their own, yet it is underftood by all,

and among Indians is confidered as the

language of politenefs and univerfahty.

Another fingularity that feems to be

pecuhar to this nation is, their frequently

going out to meet theii* enemies on horfe-

back, which, with their very fine horfes

that they take fuch delight in, renders

them in fact a nation of cavalry.

This indeed is the cafe with no other

nation either in North or South America,

unlefs we except the Patagonians, thofe

men of vaft and uncommonly large

ftature, lately difcovered by admiral

Byron, and the other circumnavigators,"

&c. on the coafi; of Patagonia, near the

freights of Magellan,

C H A P.
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CHAP. XLVL

Leave TnJJous. Arrive at Natches. Proceed to Nev/

Orleans. French Inhabitants averjc to Span'iJJ)

Government, Infurreillon quelled. Earnejily w^Jh

for British Liberty. Number of Fa?niUes In.

Nezu Orleans and Louifana.

^N the third morning we fet out from

YafTous River, on our voyage down

the Miffiffippi, after taking an affec-

tionate leave of our friendly, and as we
really found them, hofpitable Chickefaws.

We met with nothing very material nor

interefting until we arrived at the Natches,

which we did on the 20th ot Auguft,

being juft thirty-two days from the time

we left Kentucky.

Here we ftaid three days, and in that

time received many civilities and marks of

kindnefs from Major Fields and Mr. L.

Claiborne, w^ho were fettled on very fine

and valuable plantations, upon the banks

of the Miffiffippi, having come there from

Virginia, of which colony they were alfo

4 natives

;
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natives ; and we really found them to be

very entertaining, lenfible and enter-

prlling men.

From Natclics we proceeded on our

voyage on the fourth morning, and arrived

at New Orleans in four days, being on

the twenty-feventh of Auguil.

Here we found almofi: all the inhabitants

were French ; very few of them even un-

derftanding the Spanifh language ; and

they entertained the moft rooted and im-

pl -cable averfion to the Spanifli nation

and government, as well as a ftrong pie-

dlledion for the Britifh.

As a proof of this, although there is a

penalty incurred, by proclamation of the

Spanifh Governor, of four hundred or five'

hundred dollars, for even admitting a Bri-

tifh fubjed into one of their houfes, unlefs

they immediately make government ac-

quainted with it, yet they make no fcruple

nor difficulty of receiving any Englifhman,

and entertaining him in the molr generous

and hofoitable manner openly , at the

fame time taking care to enhance the efti-

mation
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matlon of their kind reception, by making

him acquainted with the rifque they run,

and the penalty they incur the forfeiture

of thereby.

This is the general pradice in the ifland

of New Orleans, at fome diftance from the

town, which however being the feat of

government, and being alfo occupied with

a Spanilh garrifon, it would be impoffible

for the French inhabitants to fulfil fuch

hofpitable intentions and purpofes therein

with fafety.

They were at this time extremely mor-

tified, humbled and intimidated by a cir-

cumfl:ance that had occurred but a lliort time,

at leaft but a few years before our arrival.

Soon after the territory of New Or-

leans had been ceded by France to Spain,

the French inhabitants afiTembled together,

in a large body, on the thirtieth of Odober,

one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-

eight, determined to expel Don Antonio

d'Uloa the Spanifli Governor, and all the

other Spanifh officers -, accordingly on the

fecond of November they fent them on

9 board
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board a large SpaniHi fliip in the harbour,

with orders to leave the ifland imme-

diately.

Previoufly to the above exploit they

confined M. Aubry, who was Command-

ant while the place belonged to France.

The occauon was, the Spaniards want-

ing to introduce their commercial regula-

tions, which the inhabitants refufed to

fubmit to, and declared they would be

either French of Britifh fubjeds, but never

would confent to be Spanifh.

The Governor and the reft of the Spa-

nifh Officers failed for the Havannah, and

left ill the harbour a Spanifh frigate with

the marines, not in a condition to put to

fea, and two hoftages for payment of debts

due to the French.

Four of the principal inhabitants em-

barked foon afterwards to lay a reprefenta-

tion of their affairs before the Court of

France, and folicit redrefs of their griev-.

ances.

Things continued in this condition for

fome time, but at lafl General Count

O'Reiley,
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O'Reiky, a brave experienced officer of

Irifh defcent, (who claims the Ifland of

Jamaica in the Weft Indies, as lord pro-

prietor when the Spaniards pofTefled it,)

was ordered there by the Court of Madrid,

and landed at New Orleans, with three

thoufand Spaniards, and three or four

fhips of war.

The inhabitants then imrnediately fub-

tnitted ; and General O'Reiley ordered

thirty of the leading men in this affair to

be executed, and confifcated the eftates of

about two hundred more.

This feverity reftrained their adions,

but cannot command the wall.

At this time fo great is their defireto be

under Britifti government, and fo general,

fo hearty, fo rooted is their deteftation to

that of Spain, that only a dozen or two

of Britons, of fpirit and enterprize, would

be able to wrcft all that country from the

Spaniards ; as the inhabitants are all

French, excepting the garrifon which con-

fifts only of a handful of lazy, proud, mi-

ferable Spaniards, who defpife the French

Vol. I. Bb fettlers
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fettlers as cordially as they themfelves are

hated by them In return.

At this time there would be nothing

wanting or necelTary but to ered the ftand-

ard of Great Britain, and . the French

inhabitants would one and all fupport II;

fo much do they wifli for Britifh liberty,

and to fuch a degree do they deteft the

arbitrary government of Spain.

The number of families in the town

and ifland of New Orleans, and on the

weft fide of the Miffiffippi, may amount

to twelve thoufand at leaft, all of whom
are thus averfe to be governed by the

Spaniards.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XLVII.

Dangerous JUigators, Vaji Fertility of the SolL Spa-^

mjh Beards. Wait on the Governor. Nciv Orleans.

Great DiJireJJes of feme Englifh and French hnpri-

foncd by the Spaniards in Ne-w Alexico. VaJi Flocks

of Cattle and Horfes. Extenjive Savannahs. A good

Pricfi. Leave New Orleans.. Jrrive at Manchac*

Coaji along the Gulf of Mexico. Mobile^ Penfacola,

Jpalachicolaj ^c.

IN the river MifTiffipi, and on the

banks, are many very fingular ap-

pearances*

In the river, and in the creeks, rivulets

and water-courfes falling into it, efpecially

near the mouth, are large dangerous ani-

mals named alligators, from ten to eigh-

teen feet and upwards in length ; they are

a fpecies ofthe crocodile, and equally, if not

more dangerous than thofe of the river Nile

in Egypt; thefe alfo devouring men, oxen,

or whatever elfe they can get within their

horrid jaws, in that crafty fubtle manner,

fo often defcribed already in different

authors.

B b 2 Thefe
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Thefe render it dangerous to fleep in

open batteaux on the MifTiffippi, and on

this account travellers are obliged to lie

on fhore every night, near to a large fire,

which always prevents the approach of

any beafts of prey.

On this river the foil is fo extremely

rich, and fo luxuriantly fertile, that reeds

grow even on the high land ; a cir-

cumftance that I believe is not to be

paralleled any where elfe in the univerfe.

The grand culture and ftaple here being

indigo, this amazing fertility of the foil not

only produces larger crops thereof than are

obtained from equal quantities of ground

in any other land or country, but alfo en-

hances the value of the quality of it,

which is always greater according to the

fuperior richnefs and depth of the foil.

Another very fingular and flriking ap-

pearance is a kind of mofs, in long and

numerous filaments, here called Spanifi

Beardsy which hang in prodigious quan-

tities, impending in hoary majefty from

all
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all the large branches of the lofty oaks,

fometimes touching the very ground.

Thefe convey a venerable idea of vail

antiquity, and ftrike the mind with an awe,

and a fenfation of reverential regard that

can fcarcely be defcribed.

This has alfo its ufes, being extremely

ferviceable and convenient to make our

beds when we fleep in the woods ; and it

is clean, foft, agreeable, and abundant.

The town of New Orleans is fituatcd

on the eaft^rn banks of the Mifliffippi,

about ninety miles above Cape Laos or

Mud'Cape, where that river falls into the

gulf of Mexico.

The banks of the river are fo perpen-

dicular, and the water is fo deep, that a

ihip of any burthen may lay her broad-

fide to the bank, to land and unload, and

is moored by a cable faftened to the trees

on the fhore.

The river is above a thoufand yards

wide, and the current runs all down-

wards, as the tide does not reach near the

town 5 indeed the fide is fcarcely perceived

Bba at
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at all within the mouth of this aftonifhlng

river, whofe waters, efpccially during the

periodical floods, may be diftinguillied in

the gulf of Mexico for many leagues, fome

• fay above an hundred miles out at fea.

The ftreets of New Orleans are laid out

in redangular direftions, the houfes are

generally only one ftory high, yet many of

them pretty good, and they may amount

in number to three or four hundred.

The ifland of New Orleans is generally

pretty good land, and all of it very low

and tiat.

It is about an hundred and eighty or

ninety miles in length, but not more than

five miles from navigable water at any

place throughout the whole of it.

On the very next day after our arrival

at New Orleans, Mr. Wood, Mr. Lewis

and I waited on the Spanifh Governor; but

being informed that he was engaged for

that day, my companions declined fending

him any of the letters of introduction and

recommendation they were furnifhed

with.

Thefe
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Indeed thefe haughty Virginians were fo

extremely incenfed at this refufal of admif-

fion, that it was with the utmoft difficulty

I could prevail upon them to confent to

pay their perfonal refpeds to the Governor

any more at all, or to fend or prefent their

credentials; efpecially as it did not appear

to them, nor indeed to me, that he was

really engaged at the time we received

that meflage and apology of excufe f*om

him, as vv^e could plainly difcern him,

through a window, obferving and making

his remarks, as we judged, on us, while we

were walking backwards and forwards in

the piazza, in expedation of his anfwer

;

walking in that manner being a kind of ex-

ercife a Spaniard holds in great contempt.

However we were admitted on the day fol-

lowing, and were even honored by a very

friendly reception ; though I muft confefs

that there appeared to me a fiiffnefs and

formality, in his Excellency,,that indicated

a diftruft, and feemed to fay that he could

have difpenfed with our vifit ; not that

there was any thing perfonal meant to us,

B b 4 for
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for the frequeQt proofs of civility. an4

pven generous attention, we received fron;

him afterwards, evinced the contrary.

But we imputed it to that narrow, illi-

beral, and jealous policy of the Spanish

government, by which they endeavour to

preclude all other nations, not only from

any communication with, but even as

much from the knowledge of all their

American fettlements as pofTible.

The reftridtions of the Spanifh govern-

ment on commerce render the prices of all

European goods here very much advanced,

and they would adually be almoft intoler-

able, if the inhabitants did not contrive tq

get many things underhandedly from the

Englifh, French, and Dutch, by rneans of

an illicit trade.

Indeed almoft all the flour that fupports

New Orleans is imported from PhiladeU

phia, in veifels belonging to a commercial

houfe there, viz. Meffrs. Willing and Mor-

ris, who have obtained an exclufive privi-

ledge, for that fole purpofe, from the King

pf Spain,

from
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From this the Governor makes a per-

quifite of twenty thoufand dollars annu-.

ally, as all the flour, being configned to

the King of Spain, is paid for by the Go-

vernor, v\^ho orders it to be diflributed

to the inhabitants at the rate of a dollar a

barrel, clear gain advanced on the price,

^fter the dedudllon of all cofts and

charges.

During the time I was at New Orleans,

a gentleman from Maryland, who had

fallen, by a very unfortunate accident, into

the hands of the Spaniards in New Mexi-

co, and with feveral other Britlfh fubjeds

had been moft cruelly treated by them,

arrived there.

Having at length obtained his liberty,

for he had been a confiderable time very

rigidly confined, he came to New Or-

leans, to endeavour to procure a paiTage,

either to Virginia, Maryland, or Phila-

delphia.

This gentleman, defcended from a Rot.

man Catholic family in Maryland, was

mafter of a veflel belonging to his brother

Atha-
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Athanafms Ford, of Leonard Town, in St.

Mary's County, and had failed from the

river Potowmak, loaded ;with the French

Neutrals (as they were called,) who had

been removed from Nova-Scotia by the

Britifh government on account of their

ilrong prediledlon to the French intereft

there, which at every rifk they were al-

ways ready to promote and fupport.

The veffel was navigated by Britifh

failors, and was bound to the MiffifTippi,

in order to carry thefe French Accadians

to their country-men there, where they

intended to fettle.

But having got into the trade-winds, and

being unacquainted with the navigation of

thatpart ofthe gulf ofMexico, after having

beenreducedto thegreateft diftrefs forwant

of provifions, their whole flock being ex-

baufted for fome time, having fubhfted en

the rats, cats, and even all the fhoes and

leather in the veflel, they ran into Ber-

nard's bay, and landed at the mouth of

Hio de la Norte, or Rio Grande, in the

king-
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kingdom or province of New Mexico,

inftead of the Miffiflippi.

Happening to difcover a horfe, imme-

diately after their coming on fhore, they

killed him for food, which was certainly-

very ex^cufable in their emaciated ftarving

condition.

They had fcarce finifhed their wretched

repaft, when the veffel was feized on by

the Spaniards, and confifcated for the ufe

of the King ; and they were carried, moft

of them to the town of New Mexico, and

fome to Santa Fe, the capital, no lefs than

eighty-fix days journey within land from

the place where they came on fhore on

this inhofpitable coaft.

Here they were all clofely confined for

fome time.

But at length the common people were

permitted to go at large, in the day, on

condition of their labouring for the ,in-

habitants.

Yet the officers belonging to the vefTel,

as well as all the Englifh failors, were ftill

impri-
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.'

imprifoned with the moft rigid and barv

barous feverity.

However they were alfo offered a li-

mited enlargement, on condition of their

Hgning a paper, written in the Spanifli

language, which however they privately

contrived to obtain a tranflation of, and

found it contained an acknowledgment on

their parts of having been guilty of the

mofl unjuftiBable and aggravated crimes,

and of being treated with the greateft hu-

manity and tendernefs during this their

captivity.

irhis they had the refolution and virtue

of refufmg to fubfcribe to, although they

were adually in danger of ftarving and

perilhing for want of neceflary food.

At length a prieft, poflefled of more hu-

manity than the reft of the barbarous

inhabitants of that country, having called

to vifit them, took compaflion on their

extreme wretchedncfs, made them a pre-

fent of a fat bullock every day, and inte-

reited himfelf foefFedually for them as to

obtain their enlargement.

But
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But fo numerous were this man's flocks

of cattle, as well as of horfes, that although

thefe poor unfortunate creatures received

above an hundred oxen from him, yet they

could not be mifled out of the whole flock.

And Mr. Ford afl\ired me that he pof-

fefl^ed more than fifteen thoufand horned

cattle, and near ten thoufand horfes and

colts, which were kept fat without any

trouble the whole year round by the lux-

uriant pafture which that country aff'ords.

For it feems the land there is not over-

grown with woods, as in the reft of Ame-
rica, but is univerfally a rich meadow,

abounding with the fineil grafs in the

world, and interfperfed here and there

with clumps or clufters of tall and ftately

trees.

I made no confiderable flay at New
Orleans, which to me as well as to Air.

Wood, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Ford, was

rather a difagreeable place; and Mr. Lewis

and I fet out in a batteau for Manchac,

leaving both Mr. Wood and Mr. Ford

there, who were about engaging a paflage

9 for
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for Philadelphia in one of Willing and

Morris's veffels.

It was five days before we arrived at Mr.

Edmund Gray's near Manchac ; but here

I was moll agreeably furprifed at meeting

with an old acquaintance from Georgia,

along with whom I had been initiated

into the the myfteries of free-mafonry, in

my journey through North-Carolina.

His name was Allan Groves, and as he

propofed returning to Georgia by the

fame route as I did, we all agreed to join

company together.

Having procured a batteau on the lb-

berville, or Amit River, which falls into

Lake Maurepas, we embarked, andcoafted

along the lakes, viz. Maurepas and Pon-

chatrain, pafling by the mouth of the Nita

Albany River, the Tangepahoa River,

the Chefondo River, and the Pearl River

which is divided into two branches, called

Weft River and Eaft River, when it falls

into the lake or bay of St. Lewis ; alfo the

river Ookahootoo, the Chencala River,

the Booka Hooma River, Hunting River,

Pafqua-
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Pafquagoocula River, Cedar River, Pines

Bay, and Pool River.

Having touched by the way at a vafl;

many iflands, among v^^hich are Mattheu-

raux Ifland, Roebuck Ifland, Cat Ifland,

Ship Ifland, Broad Key, and Dauphin

Ifland, we arrived at Mobile point, at the

mouth of the great bay of Mobile, which

is formed by a vafl: concourfe af mighty

waters.

Here we made no fl:ay, but immediately

proceeded on our coafl:ing voyage
; pafllng

the mouth of Perdido River, Efcambe or

Jordan River, Middle or Governors Ri-

ver, Chefl:er River, St. Rofa River, Bay

and Ifland, Chatahooche River, St. An-

drew's Bay, River, and Ifland, Roebuck

point, St. Jofeph's Bay, Cape St. Bias or

Efcondido, and St. George's Ifland which

forms the mouths of the river Califl:obole,

and of the mighty river of Apalachicola,

which is the eafl;ern boundary of the,

province of Wefl; Florida.

2 The
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The lands in this province afe indeed

moft amazingly fertile and rich, efpecially

on the banks of the Mifliflippi.

Old plantations, cultivated by the French

fifty or fixty years, produced lafl: year,

that is the year before I was there, from

forty to fixty bufhels of Indian corn to

the acre.

The culture of every thing here is al-*

together by hand hoes, and manual labour

of flaves, without the afliftance of horfea

or oxen.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XLVIIL

The Rivers Mljjijpppiy MiJJouris, Illinois^ Taffous,

Akanjas^ Rotige^ Jpalachkola, Mubilcy i^c. Colo-

rado. North River^ or Rio Bravo, Neiv A-fexlco.

Gulf of California. Mines of Potoft. Acapulco,

Old Mexico. La Vera Cruz. Diflances of Places,

JDefcrlptlon of the Country.

BEFORE I take my leave of the

province of Weft Florida, it may
not be improper to give a iketch of the

courfes, extent, and combination of the

rivers ; the diftances between different

places, as well within the province, as

on the weft fide of the river Miftiftippi,

along the coall: of the Bay of Mexico; as

alfo the ftate of the colony, culture of the

foil, ftaple commodities, and population,

of Weft Florida.

Weft Florida is bounded on the fouth

by Ihe Gulf of Mexico, including all

iflands, &c. within fix leagues of the

coaft, from the mouth of Apalachicola to

the lake Ponchartrain ; on the weft it is

bounded by the lake Maurlpas, and

Vol. I. C c a canal
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a canal, or river, named Ibberville, that

joins the laft mentioned lake to the Mif-

fiffippi, and by the Miffiflippi itfelf;

on the north by a line drawn due

eaft from that part of the river Miffif-

fippi, which lies in the latitude of

thirty-one degrees north, until it inter-

feds the river Apalachicola or Catahoua-

chee ; and on the eaft by the faid river,

until it falls into the Gulf of Mexico.

Its greateft length from eaft to weft,

viz. from Apalachicola to the Miffiflippi,

is about four hundred ftatute miles ; but

its breadth is inconfiderable from north to

fouth, being in few places fixty-nine

miles according to thefe boundaries.

From Rofe Bay, and St. Mary's Bay,

to the north line, is not more than forty

miles, which is the general diftance

acrofs, as far weft as the lakes Ponchartrain.

and Mauripas.

From the mouth of the rivers Callfto-

bole and Apalachicola to the north line

is eighty-five miles, which is the wideft

part of the province.

5 From
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From cape Loas, or Mud Cape, at the

mouth of the MifTiffippi, to the canal

cut by the French from the Ibbervllle to

the Miffiflippi, being the northern boun-

dary of New Orleans on the eaft of the

Mifliffippi, is about an hundred and

eighty miles by land.

The wideft part of the ifland of New
Orleans is from Turtle Point, and the

Ifles Aux Affiettes, oppofite to Cat Ifland,

to the Miffiflippi, and is not more than

forty miles at the broadeft part, which is

about thirty-five miles above the mouth

of the river : then above that place, from

lakes Ponchartrain and Mauripas, and

from the Amit and Ibberville rivers, it is

not more than five miles, in general, to

the Miffiffippi.

The town of New Orleans is in that

narrow part, between the fouth end of

lake Ponchartrain and the Miffiffippi,

about ninety miles fouth from the canal

or river of Ibberville, and about the

fame diftance north from the mouth of

the Miffiffippi.

C c 2 From
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From the uppermoft, or moft northerly

end of the Ifland of New Orleans, to

that part of the MifTifTippi at the thirty-

firft degree of north latitude, is juft fifty

miles.

Thefe diilances are in diredl courfes

over land, by no means following the

meanders of the rivers, which would

generally render them double.

This boundary, already mentioned, was

that firll eftablifhed for the province of

Weft Florida ; but I have underftood that

the north line has been extended farther

up the river fnice, to include the Natches,

and the mouth of the river YafTous, to

which laft place it was carried back by

Governor Johnftone's proclamation.

From the upper part of the?ifland of

New Orleans to the confluence of the

YafTous is about a hundred and thirty

miles north.

From the mouth of the river YafTous,

fouth to Natches Old Town, is about

eighty miles ; from Natches, fouth to

Baton Rouge, and Fort Bute, Is about

6 feventy-
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feventy-five miles ; from thence fouth to

the mouth of Hooma River, where it

enters the lake Mauripas, is about feventy-

five miles.

From the mouth ofthe Yaflbus up to the

firft confiderable fork, which is on the

weft fide, is about twelve miles ; and the

Yaffous is navigable forty- five leagues

from its confluence with the MifTiflippi.

This province, extending fo far along

the coaft of the Gulf of Mexico, and a-

long the rivers Miffiffippi and Apalachicola,

being about five hundred and ninety, or

fix hundred miles, muft confequently

include a prodigious number of rivers
;

the chief of which, as well as of all

North America and perhaps in the

world, is the mighty and majeftic river

MifTiffippi, navigable to the falls of St.

Anthony, which is computed to be eighteen

hundred miles, and afterwards for a thou-

fand miles above the falls in batteaux

and canoes ; having the richeft lands, the

happieft and moft delightful variety of

C c 3 climates^
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climates, and paffing through the largeft

and fineft country upon earth.

Where it derives its fource is not

known, having been traced as far as

fifty-five degrees north latitude, and an

hundred and ten degrees weft longitude

from London j being even there a very

large river.

The country in that part is very flat

and marfhy, and the Indians themfelves

cannot tell how much farther north ar^d

weft it has its fource.

From that place it runs in a fouth-eaft

direction to the forty-fecond degree

north latitude, and ninetieth weft longi^

tude ; then with many vaft bendings,

continues almoft a due fouth courfe, until

it falls into the Gulf of Mexico in north

latitude twenty- nine degrees ten mi-

nutes, and eighty-nine degrees thirty-

five minutes weft longitude j having re-

ceived a vaft number of wide, extenfive,

and mighty rivers, and having ft retched

along this globe in a diredt courfe, which

has been traced, above three thoufand

miles
5
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miles 3 and including the prodigious nun;i-

ber of its bendings and meanders not

iefs than fix or feven thoufand miles.

Its name in the Indian language is

faid to fignify parent of rivers, or eldeft

fon of the Ocean.

It receives more than an hundred very

confiderable rivers in its courfe, many of

them fome thoufand miles in length, the

chief of which on the eaftern fide are the

following, viz.

Firfl; the Illinois, whofe fource is be-

tween the lakes Illinois or Michegan,

Huron, and Erie ; as the MifTiffippi itfelf,

in one of its vaft bendings, approaches

near to lake Superior.

The fecond is the vaft river Ohio, or Fair

River, a prodigious concourfe of mighty

waters, extending behind all the Britifh

fettlements, whofe fource is almoft in

New York government, being navigable

in large batteaux within fourteen miles

of lake Erie ; fo that the French, before

the conqueft of Canada by the Britiili,

fent three thoufand men, with artillery,

C c 4 military
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military ftores, baggage, &c. from Que-

bec to New Orleans ; viz. up the river St.

Laurence, acrofs lake Ontario, and lake

Erie, and down French Creek, the Ohio,

and the Miffiffippi.

The Ohio itfelf receives above an

hundred rivers in its courfe, fome of

which (particularly the Cherokee or Hogo-

liegee) are equal to the largeft in Europe.

The lail river that falls into the Miffi-

ilippi on the eaftern fide, that I fhall take

notice of, is the YaiTous, a fine, placid,
*

deep, and beautiful ftream, being navi-

gable near an hundred and fifty miles.

It takes its rife near the falls of the

Cherokee, or Elogohegee River, and runs

through the Chickefaw nation, receiving

many branches, but none very confider-

able, in its courfe of three hundred miles

to the Miffiffippi, which is in a direct

line, or five hundred miles with its

windings.

From, the fource to the mouth of this

fcry fine river, it is a mod delightful opea

g:oui]tfy, with few mountains or hills,

con-
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confidering its inland fituation, and is

the happieft, and moft excellent and agree-

able climate in the world.

It is poffelTed chiefly by the Chicke-

faws, a very gallant, brave, and refped-

able nation, and firm Allies of Great

Britain, as has been already mentioned.

On the weftern fide of the MiiTiffippi

are many vaft rivers, but none more con-

fiderable than the Ohio. However not

one of them is fo well known.

The largeft is the Pohitenous,orMifouri,

whofe fource has not been "difcovered,

and whofe courfe extends (perhaps) fome

thoufand miles, before it enters the Mif-

fiffippi, which is almoft oppofite to the

confluence of the Illinois, only about

twenty-feven miles below.

A large river north of the MifToury is

the river Moingona, and Hill farther

north is St. Peter's River,

South of the Miffouri is the river St.

Francis ; proceeding fouthward, the next

is the Imahans or Akanfaw River.

Then
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Then that moft excellent, valuable, and

delightful river, named Rio Rouge, or

Red River, which is of vaft extent, ex-

tremely crooked, placid, and beautiful

beyond defcription.

The Red River receives two very large

branches on the north fide, named the

Black River, and Ox River, and falls

into the MiffifTippi almoft oppofite to

Tonikas in Weft: Florida : this is the

laft river I fhall take notice of on the

wefliern fide of the Mifliffippi.

The moft remarkable places weft, a-

long the coaft of the great Bay of Mexico,

from Cape Laos, or Mud Cape, at the

mouth of the Mifliflippi, is firft la Balife

Fort and Ifland, fome diftance weft is Enfe-

nada de Palos, then Woods Bay and Ifland,

Ouachas Lake, Afcenfion Bay, Vermillion

Bay, then from Ouachas Lake to North

Cape are eight fmall rivers, and two lakes.

There is alfo an ifland at the Cape,

in which indeed is the Cape itfelf, firft

difcovered in the year one thoufand fe-

ven hundred and twenty-fix.

Weft
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Weft of the Cape, the firft is a imall

river, and a large bay named Jacdaiches

Bay, with three rivers running into it';

the next is Mexicana River, which fome

diftancefrom the fea is namedAdayes River;

then a fmall but long ifland; then the river

Floris; a long ifland ; the river Magdalen;

another ifland ; and a fmall river ; then

Rio de la Trinidad ; Dun River which

falls into la Maligne River ; Colorado or

Cane River ; little Cane River ; and

Guadaloupe River ; Leon River 5 Rio del

Vino ; and Honda or Deep River, all fall

into St. Bernards or St. Lewis's Bay, and

the Bay of St. Jofeph.

On the fouth-weft of Maligne River

M. la Salle fettled in the year 1685, and

was killed about three hundred miles up
Trinidad River, in the year 1687.

On the river Sablomini is the town

and fettlement of Prefidio ; within the bay

are five iflands ; and upon the banks of

thefe diff^erent rivers' and their branches

are the nations of Killamouches and Al-

lacappa, wandering Indians,

The
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The rivers Guadaloupe and Leon fall

into St. Jofeph's Bay, on the fouth-weft

of which is a very long and large ifland

named St. Jofeph's ifland; and the rivers

Honda, Del Vino, Sacro, and Nuces

or Nutts, fall into a Bay on the fouth-weft

of it, forming St. Jofeph's Lake or Bay.

On the fouth fouth-weft is the mouth

of the great river Bravo, or De la Norte,

which bounds on the north and eaft the

kingdom of New Leon, and is indeed a

> very large and noble river.

The next river of any note is Rio de

las Palmas, which is named Rio de las

Nacos at fome dlQance from the fea. This

is a line beautiful large river, and derives

its fource within an hundred miles of the

Gulf of California in the South Sea.

Rio de la Norte or North River is alfo

a very extenfive and charming river, con-

fiderably larger than the laft mentioned

one, running in a courfe about middle

way between the Mifriffippi and the Cali-

fornian Gulf, and the rivers Colorado,

le los Martyres, and Rio Grande le los

Apoftolosj
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Apoflolos, or Del Coral or Blue River,

which form or fall into the Gulf, but

is nearer to California by five or fix

hundred miles than to the Miffiffippi.

Thefe vaft rivers, efpecially Rio de la

Norte, and the MifTo^iri, head very near

each other, about the forty-fixth degree

north latitude, and the hundred and fifth

weft longitude.

I have thus inveftigated the fource of

thefe prodigious and extenfive waters,

on a foundation that may be relied on

;

and it will give power to form a more

juft and perfect idea of the country, by

mentioning the diftances thefe vaft waters,

and principal places, are from each other.

From Cape Loas to Bernard's Bay

is about four hundred and fifty miles,

thence to the mouth of Rio de la Norte

two hundred, then to Rio de las Palmas

is feventy-five rniles, which make altoge-

ther feven hundred and twenty- five miles.

The courfe of Rio de las Palmas is

nearly eaft, and the extent of it about

five hundred and fifty miles.

From
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From the mouth of Rio de las Palmas,

in the Gulf of Mexico, weft to the South

Sea, at the mouth of the river Culiacan,

the beginning of the Californian Gulf,

is fix hundred miles.

From Tonlkas on the Mlffiffippi to

Mexico, or Juan Baptifta on Rio de la

Norte, is fix hundred and fifty miles

;

viz. to the eroding of Red River an

hundred and fifty, to Adayes feventy-i'

five, to Trinidad feventy-five, to the Rio

St. Marco is an hundred and fifty, to

Mexico on the North River two hun-

dred.

From Mexico to California, at the Bay

of St. Lucas, Pearl River, or the Bay of

St. Mary's near Cinaloa, or to Culiacan, is

five hundred and feventy-five miles ; viz. to

the head of Pearl River three hundred and

feventy-five miles, to the mouth two hun-

dred and fifty miles, this being in the

fouth part of New Navarre.

New Mexico or St. Paul's is about fix

hundred miles, up the North Kiver, from

-the Gulf of Mexico.
From
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From Mexico, on the North River, to

the mines of Potofi is five hundred miles,

to Old Mexico feven hundred, to Aca-

pulco nine hundred, and the fame to La

Vera Cruz.

From Acapulco to La Vera Cruz is three

hundred miles, from Old Mexico to La

Vera Cruz two hundred and feventy, and

to Acapulco two hundred and feventy.

All this country, to the weft of the Mif-

fiflippi, is incomparably pleafant and de-

lightful.

In the fertility of the foil, in the agreeable

mildnefs of the climate, in the foftnefs and

falubrity of the air, as well as in the abun-

dance and excellence of moft beautiful

water- courfes, it is not exceeded, perhaps

not equalled, by any other part of the

whole immenfe continent of America. In-

deed it can be furpaifed by no country in

the univerfe. The multitude of moft ele-

gant and charming fituations that excel

in grandeur and delightfulnefs of perfpec-

tive, as well as the aftonifhing luxuriance

of the foil, are far beyond any thing that

can be conceived. There
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There are alfo vaft numbers of excellent

harbours, and beautiful extenfive navigable

rivers. The earth pours forth every ve-

getable producftion in the moft abundant

profufion, almoft fpontaneoufly, and in a

manner without labour. Black cattle, horfes,

and every ufeful animal, multiply to an in-

credible degree, without any kind of trou-

ble, as there is no occalion for providing a

Hock of provender for them againft winter.

In fhort, there is no advantage, charm, or

defirable qualification, that bountiful na-

ture can beflow, but is heaped, with a de-

gree of profufion, on this lovely country,

that is not to be defcribed in language, or

conceived in idea. For it really is capable

of being rendered, , not only the garden of

America, but of the whole world.

Yet this fine country is at prefent little

better than an uncultivated defart, owing

to the mifl:aken and narrow policy of the

Spanifh government, under whofe abfo-

lute, and uncontrouled domination it has

ever remained.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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